1st April, 2018
Sungai Ara Gospel Hall

The “EASTER” Fools

Intro. 1: Today, “Easter” Sunday coincides with “April Fool’s Day”.
Intro. 2: Though “Easter” is found in the KJV it is not biblical.



It is a Pagan term and should be translated “Passover” in Acts 12:4b 


he put him in Prison…intending after Easter [Gk. Pascha = Passover] to bring him forth to the People

A more Preferred term for “Easter” Sunday is “Resurrection Sunday”. 
Intro 3:  
Today is also April Fool’s Day: its origin is varied and uncertain. Among them was when New Year's


Day in France was changed from April 1 to January 1 in 1582 and those who continued to observe


April 1 as the beginning of the New Year were ridiculed as April Fools. 


[See https://www.infoplease.com/calendar-holidays/major-holidays/april-fools-day-origin-and-history]

Intro. 4:  Passover and Resurrection Sunday.


This weekend, approximately one third of the earth’s population will either celebrate Passover or Resurrection Sunday. Both of these miraculous events represent a form of redemption and both are yet another reminder of the close spiritual bond between Jews and Christians.


Both are celebrations of deliverance—one from the despair of slavery and the other from the despondency of sin.  Together, Passover and Resurrection Sunday shed light on the deep roots of both Judaism and Christianity.  Fundamentally, they represent the supernatural hope that is found in God’s love for His people.
Intro. 5: Hence, the Topic of our Theme – The Two Fools of Resurrection Sunday


The Two disciples on the way to Emmaus were called “fools” (KJV),”foolish” (NIV, NRSV) by Jesus.

The Text: O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken
Lk. 24:25 


The Thots: 

A. What does it mean to be a Fool?
To be a Fool is to be unwise. It is the opposite of wise. Thus…

1. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.
Rom. 1:22
2. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, 


let him become a fool, that he may be wise. 


I Cor. 3:18
3. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ.
I Cor. 4:10
4. See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise.
Eph. 5:15
B. What does it take to be a “Foolish” Fool? To be slow or not to believe.

1. The Fool Says in his heart, "There is no God."
Psa. 14:1; 53:1 NIV

2. The Fool Sins and knows not. He Scorns at Sin – “Fools mock at sin.”
Pro. 14:9

3. The Fool is Slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have Spoken.
Lk. 24:25

C. Why Were the Disciples “Fools”?

Lk. 24:25
1. The Background:

a. They were Discouraged – they were Discussing what happened in the past three days.
 24:13, 14

b. When Jesus Drew near to them they could not Distinguish Him from a stranger.

 24:15-18
c. They Deemed Jesus to have been Delivered to His enemies and condemned to Death.
 24:19-21

d. Yet certain women and other Disciples had reported that they heard Jesus was Alive.
 24:22-24

2. They would not Believe.


 24:25

a. They were Fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken, 

 KJV

b. They were Foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! NKJV
c. They were not Fast to believe – 
How unwise and slow you are to believe in your hearts all that the prophets have spoken! HCSB

D. What had the Prophets Foretold (Spoken)?
Lk. 24:25-27
· They were Slow to believe what the Prophets Spoke.

Then He said unto them, O fools, and Slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have Spoken: 

· They could not See – Ought not Christ to have Suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?
· This was what Peter also Said that the prophets were diligently Searching for:
I Pet. 1:10, 11
Of which Salvation the prophets have inquired and Searched diligently…

Searching … beforehand the Sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow

· Jesus therefore turned them to the Scriptures and to Himself, the Saviour.
And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning Himself.
Cf…
Christ died for our Sins according to the Scriptures; and that He was buried, 
and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures:
I Cor. 15:3, 4
1. The Prophets (according to the Scriptures) Foretold that Christ Died for our Sins:
I Cor. 15:3a
a. Christ’s Death was Pictured.
John 3:14 cf. Num. 21:5-9

As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up.

i. The Sin of the People – they complained against God’s Provision.

Num. 21:5


ii. God Sent fiery Serpents to Strike and bite them to Punish them.
Num. 21:6a

iii. The Solution was the brazen Serpent on the Pole:
Num. 21:8, 9

· The Parallel Picture of the Serpent on the Pole was Christ on the Cross –
Jn. 3:14
· The Panacea for those who Sinned or were “Stung” by the Serpent -
Num. 21:9b, NKJV
If a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. Cf. II Cor. 5:21
There is life for a look at the crucified One, There is life at this moment for thee;

Then look, sinner, look unto Him and be saved, Unto Him who was nailed to the tree.

Look! look! look and live!

There is life for a look at the crucified One, There is life at this moment for thee.


Amelia M. Hull
b. Christ’s Death was Predicted.

i. In Prophecy (in the Scriptures).
Isa. 53:7

ii. Personally by the Lord Himself.
Matt. 16:21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, 

and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed…
c. Christ’s Death  was Purposed:

i. It was to Commend God’s Love – God commendeth His love toward us, in that…
Rom. 5:8
ii. It was to Commit His Life in Death for us.
Gal. 2:20
2. The Prophets (according to the Scriptures) Foretold that Christ was Buried.

I Cor. 15:3b
a. Christ’s Burial was Pictured.

Mt. 12:40, NKJV 
As Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, 

so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

i. The Swallowing Fish – Or In the fish’s belly.
Mt. 12:39, 40

· The “Great Fish-y” Story Proved true and verified by the Lord Himself!
 

· The Fish was Prepared by God to Swim, to Swallow and to Spit out…
…to Picture the Death, Burial and Resurrection of the Lord.
See #b below
ii. The Son of Man in the Belly of the Fish –
Mt. 12:40. NKJV 

As Jonah was three days and three nights in the Belly of the great fish, 

so will the Son of Man Be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. Jon. 1:17; Mt. 12:39-41

iii. The Sign of…the Prophet Jonah.

Mt. 12:38, 39; 16:4

· The Prophet Jonah - in the fish’s belly: a picture of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. 
1:17

· A Comparison between Jonah and Jesus 

· Each was a Messenger sent by God and had a Message from God.

· Each experienced a Miracle coming out of the “grave” three days and three nights later.

· A Contrast

· Jonah was disobedient and ran away from God; Jesus was obedient to God even unto death.

· Jonah was judged for his sin in the fish’s belly; Jesus was judged for your sins in the grave

· Jonah was unhappy when sinners repented; Jesus welcomes sinners who turn unto Him in repentance – …there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. 
Lk. 15:10

· The People of Nineveh.

· They Repented but Jesus’ generation Stubbornly Refused.
Jon. 3:5-10, see #iii
· They Repented at Jonah’s 8-word Sermon:
Jon. 3:4 

And Jonah…cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.
they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.  Mt. 12:41b

· but Jesus’ generation Rejected His many Sermons.

Mt. 12:41a
The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation. 




· The Person Greater Than Jonah – behold, a greater than Jonas is here.

Mt. 12:41c


Jonah
The Greater Jonah
· A Son of Man with Human Frailties.
The Son of God in His Divine Fulness.

· Wrought No Miracle to Authorise
His Miracles Authenticated His Person and 

His Preaching and the People Repented.
Mission yet the People Rejected Him.

· Jonah lived to die later.
Jesus died to live forevermore to be the future Judge.

Conclusion: The Fish that Swam and Swallowed Jonah Spit him out on dry land! 
Jon. 2:10
· Jesus lived, died and rose again triumphant over Death and the Grave to Live forevermore. 
· Now He offers those in this Generation a Life with Him…
· if they will Receive Him as their Saviour from Sin; 
· if they Reject Him, Jonah and the Ninevites will Rise up to testify against them 

in the Judgment to come

b. Christ’s Burial was Predicted.
Isa. 53:9 cf. Mt. 27:57-60
And he made his grave with the wicked (Man’s intention), and with the rich in his death (God’s decision)
i. Concerning the Place where He was to be Buried – Joseph’s new tomb.

ii. Concerning the Person who would bury Him – Rich Joseph of Arimathaea
iii. Concerning the Period He would be Buried – three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

Mt. 12:40

iv. Categorically and Personally by the Lord Himself.
Matt. 16:21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, 
…and be killed…be raised again the third day.
c. Christ’s Burial  was Purposed:

i. Joseph Personally “wrapped” the dead body of Jesus – He was not Substituted.
Mt.27:58-60

ii. To Prove He was really dead – the Sepulchre was Sealed; Jesus did not Swoon.
Mt. 27:63, 66

iii. To Prevent theft, the Sepulchre was Securely Guarded – His body was not Stolen.
Mt. 27:65

3. The Prophets (according to the Scriptures) Foretold that Christ Rose again

I Cor. 15:3c
a. Christ’s Resurrection was Pictured – 
i.
In the Fish Swallowing Jonah into its Stomach and Spitting him out on the third day.   Jon. 1:17; 2:10
For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; 

so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

Mt. 12:40

ii.
In the Cleansing Ceremony for the Leper. 
Lev. 14:1-7
---------------------------------------------
A. THE BIRDS FOR THE CEREMONY.  
Lev.  14
B. THE BIRDS FOR CLEANSING. 
Lev. 14:4,


1. One must be Slain …
Lev. 14:5, 6

a.  In an earthen vessel 
    cf. Christ as a partaker of flesh and blood. 
Cf. Heb. 2:14

b.  Over running water - It was Seeped with blood of the Slain bird 

  – the Spirit’s Role in Redemption.
Heb. 9:14 cf. Jn. 7:38, 39


2.  The Other living bird must be Set free – the Bird that Soared. 
Lev. 14:5, 7, 6
C. THE BIRD THAT SOARED WAS CONNECTED WITH …
14:6
1. The Bird that was Slain. 14:6

The living bird was dipped in the blood of the Slain bird and Set free - the two are one, 



cf. Rev. 1:18a,b 
2. The Blood that was Sprinkled. 14:7

It was Sprinkled Seven times on the leper.
Cf. 16:14, 19
3.
The Birds and their Singleness.
a.
The Shed blood made the two birds one.
 Lev. 14:6
b. 
The Sprinkled blood made the leper and the two birds one. 

14:7


Cf. The Sacrifice on the Day of Atonement – the two goats
16:7-10
· The Lord’s Lot (goat) killed and Sacrificed.
16:5, 7-9

 
  The Scapegoat Set free. 
16:10


D.  AN EIGHTH DAY CONSECRATION.  
Lev. 14:10-32
1.  The eighth day – for the Christian, a new Walk with the Wave offering.
Lev. 14:12, 24
The cleansed leper was to present his offerings on the eighth day. 
Lev. 14:10, 23 
a.  For the Confirmation of his Cleansing with the Offerings (guilt, sin, burnt and grain)
b.  For the Consecration of Committed Living with the blood and oil. 
Lev. 14:14-18
c.  All Cleansed – rich or poor – must Come before the Lord. 
Lev. 14:10, 11, 21-23
2. The Morrow after the Sabbath 


The First Day of the Week –    the day of Christ’s Resurrection. 
   Mt. 28:1; Mk. 16:7; Lk. 24:1
----------------------------------------

b. Christ’s Resurrection was Predicted.

i. The Psalmist Proclaimed it.
Psalm 16:10, NKJV
For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 

ii. Peter confirmed it at Pentecost.
Acts 2:29-32, NKJV 

· Peter Stated what David Spoke – Let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David …
· Concerning what God Swore to David – that…He would raise up the Christ to Sit on his throne, 
· …foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 
· Peter and all Present could now Say this: – This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.
iii. Jesus Personally Predicted it when He was alive and before His death.
Matt. 16:21 
· From that time…began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 
and be raised again the third day. 

· Indeed, He is risen as He said.
Mt. 28:6
c. Christ’s Resurrection was Purposed – Jesus Must Rise again!
I Cor. 15:13, 14

i. He Boldly predicted it even Before it happened. 
See #B.3 above.
ii. Paul Bravely Challenged the Corinthian Christians: If Christ be not risen…
I Cor. 15:13, 14a

· Then there be no resurrection of the dead 

15:13a

· Then is our preaching vain 

15:14b

· and your faith is also vain 

15:14c

iii. It is the Backbone of our Salvation.
Rom. 10:9, NKJV

If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 

that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.


iv. 
It is the Basis of His Promise to Come again for His Own.
Jn. 14:3

If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; 

that where I am, there ye may be also. 
Con.: 
Today as we Remember His death, burial and Resurrection at the Lord’s Supper.



We are doing this only until He Returns for us – 
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
E. How did the Fools become wise?


Luke 24:28-35
1. They Spent time with Jesus – they constrained him, saying, Abide with us

24:28, 29

2. They Sat with Him to eat a meal – they gave Him the Honour to be the Host –

24:30

And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.

3. Their Sight was Restored – And their eyes were opened, and they knew Him

24:31
a. Through the Revelation of the Scriptures - while he opened to us the scriptures?

24:32b

b. Resulting in a Recognition of the Saviour - And their eyes were opened, and they knew him
 24:31
i. Their hearts were Revived –


24:32 

And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the 
way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? 
ii. And they Rose up to the work ahead and testified of the Risen Lord! 

24:33, 34
· They Rose up the same hour, 
· and Returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, 
· and them that were with them, Saying, The Lord is Risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon.
 
Con.:  From Being Fools they became wise after meeting their Saviour over the Scriptures.
No More April Fools!

Blessed Resurrection Day!
================================================================================

