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Extra Notes on
[I] Ezra, [II] Nehemiah and [III] Esther
(1)  The Person of the Book.
(2)  The Perspective of the Book.
(3)  The Peculiarities in the Book.
A Quick Recapitulation:
A. The Person of the Book
1.  Her Persian Name – Esther
Esther
a. Gentile name, probably given on her introduction to the royal harem.  
2:17
  
 = “Ishtar,” the name of the great Babylonian goddess.
b. 
Her Jewish name, Hadassah = “Myrtle”.  
2:7
c. 
Greek is astér = "a star" 

2.  Her Paternal Background:
a. Daughter of Abihail, a Benjamite and uncle of Mordecai.

2:15
b. As an orphan, she was “Adopted” and brought up by her cousin Mordecai who held an office in the palace at Susa.  

2:5-7

c. Her Ancestor Kish was among the captives led away from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar.2:5, 6
d. Her family did not Avail themselves of the decree granted by Cyrus to the exiles 


to return to Jerusalem. She resided with Mordecai.

2:6
3.  Her Present Position: The queen of Ahasuerus. 
Ahasuerus having divorced Vashti, chose Esther to be his wife through a complicated process. 

a.
Her Character: 
i. A Woman of Deep Piety and Patriotism.
ii. A Willing Docile and Dutiful Daughter to her adopted father, and Dedicated to his counsels for the good of the Jewish people. 
2:20
iii. A good Wife to the king cf. her Continued influence over him for so long a time; 
iv. A Winsome personality, Charming in her manners to obtain favour in the sight of all them that looked upon her. 
 2:15
b. Her Contribution to Preserving her Community. 
Ch. 7
See #C Peculiarities in the Book.
B.  The Perspective of the Book
1.   Human Authorship Unknown – No Claim of Authority.
a. 
Clearly written by a Jew in Persia familiar with its Customs and Culture.
b. 
Commentators have suggested Mordecai, Ezra or Nehemiah.
2.   Divine Authorship Undeclared – Clear Anonymity.
a. Purely more historical than any other book of Scripture. 
b. No Parallel allusion to it in the New Testament.
b. 
Peculiarly supernatural –  God does not occur in it from first to last in any form, 



but "though the name of God be not in it, His finger is.”  

The book wonderfully exhibits the providential government of God

Perceive the Hand of God in Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther:
i.  The Hand of God in Ezra.
· 7:6 
- the king granted him all his request, according to the hand of the LORD his God upon him. 


· 7:9
- on the first day of the fifth month came he to Jerusalem, according to the good hand of his God upon him. 
· 7:28 - I was strengthened as the hand of the LORD my God was upon me, and I gathered together out of Israel chief men to go up with me. 
· 8:18 - And by the good hand of our God upon us they brought us a man of nderstanding…
· 8:22, 31 - The hand of our God is upon all them for good that seek him…and he delivered us from the hand of the enemy.
ii.  The Hand of God in Nehemiah.
· Neh. 2:8 - And the king granted me, according to the good hand of my God upon me. 
· Neh. 2:18 - Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me; as also the king's words that he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good work.
iii.  Cf. The Unseen Hand of God in Esther. 
4:1- 6:14; 8:9-17

Was it a Coincidence or Chance that…
7:1-10;  See #C.
3.
When Written: about 465B.C., toward the end, or after, the reign of King Ahasuerus (Xerxes) 

cf. 10:2, 3 of Persia or his son, Artaxerxes (464-424B.C.)
4.
To Whom Written: to Jews everywhere, especially those living in foreign lands.


The Jews in the book of Esther were facing a life and death situation, but God’s sovereign hand moved to deliver them. This message of hope and the power of God is needed by so many today. The great book of Esther gives hope to all who are in desperate circumstances, wondering if God can help them. 
5. 
Why was it Written:

a. 
The Historical Purpose: To document and record…

i. The Rise of Esther to power in the Persian kingdom.

ii. The Reign of King Ahasuerus of Persia.

iii. The Ruthless plot to exterminate the Jews.

iv. The Rescue of the Jews by the sovereign hand of God.

v. Mordecai’s Rise to prominence.

vi. The Rejoicing in the institution of the feast of Purim.
b. 
The Doctrinal or Spiritual Purpose: 

i. The Reminder to the Returned Jewish exiles that God is faithful. He will protect His true followers in any situation.

ii. The Revelation of the Sovereignty of God, His powerful hand intervening in circumstances for the good of those who fear Him.

iii. The Rule that God will judge every person according to his works.
c. 
The Doctrinal or Spiritual Purpose:

i. To teach that God’s judgment is certain. What a person sows, he will reap.

ii. To display what it means to be a godly person.

iii. To condemn hatred. Whether discrimination against a person or a family, or prejudice against an entire race, God will not tolerate hatred. The rod of judgment will strike all who harbor hatred in their hearts.

iv. To celebrate God’s power to deliver His people from death.
C. The Peculiarities in the Book (1)
The ten banquets in Esther:
1)
The king’s Banquet for his Princes to Begin the 180 day 
 display of the riches of the glorious kingdom.

1:3, 4

2) The king’s Seven-day banquet for the People of Shushan only from great to Small.
1:5-8


Parallel to (2) Queen Vashti’s banquet for the women. 


She refused to come before the king wearing the royal crown, and she was Put aside.
1:9, 12, 19
3) The banquet given to Celebrate Esther’s Coronation.  

2:18

4) The Private banquet between Haman and the king at the signing of the Decree to Decimate all the Jews.

3:8-15
     

5) The first banquet Esther gave for the king and Haman.

5:5-8

What is thy petition? …What is thy request?


6)  The second banquet again for both During which she Denounced Haman.

7:1-10

7)  The public banquet of the Jews when the decree was given in Shushan, the capital to elevate Mordecai to the rank of second only to the king. 

8:16, 17

8, 9) Two separate feasts, at different Periods and in different Places to celebrate the Jewish victory
for two different Populations in the Provinces.
9:17, 18

10)   The Feast of Purim celebrating with a view to the future  and Consolidation 

     of its Culture every year.
9:20-25
The Feast of Purim
Purim (from Pur – lot)is celebrated annually according to the Hebrew calendar on the 14th day of the Hebrew month of Adar, [Moses died and born on 7th Adar! (Talmud)] the day following the victory of the Jews over their enemies. 

Based on the conclusions of the Scroll of Esther (Esther 9:22): "[...].“that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, and of sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor”
Celebration of The Feast of Purim:
Exchanging reciprocal gifts of food and drink known as mishloach manot
Donating charity to the poor known as mattanot la-evyonim
Eating a celebratory meal known as a se'udat Purim
Public recitation ("reading of the megillah") of the Scroll of Esther, known as kriat ha-megillah, usually in synagogue

Reciting additions, known as Al HaNissim, to the daily prayers and the grace after meals

Other customs include drinking wine or any other alcoholic beverage, wearing of masks and costumes, and public celebration.[8]

The book of Esther was the last five books in a collection known as The Five Megilloth (scrolls). Each book was designated to be read publicly at one of the five major feasts of the Jews. For the sake of convenience, all the books wee placed on one scroll. The other four books were the Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations and Ecclesiastes. Esther was read at the Feast of Purim, the commemoration of the great deliverance of the Jews that God brought about through Esther.

Purim is therefore celebrated among Jews by:
Exchanging reciprocal gifts of food and drink known as mishloach manot
Donating charity to the poor known as mattanot la-evyonim
Eating a celebratory meal known as a se'udat Purim

Public recitation ("reading of the megillah") of the Scroll of Esther, known as kriat ha-megillah, usually in synagogue

Reciting additions, known as Al HaNissim, to the daily prayers and the grace after meals

[Other customs include drinking wine or any other alcoholic beverage, wearing of masks and costumes, and public celebration.]

Was it Coincidence or Chance? – Esther Chapter 7
 
Intro. Was it Coincidence, Chance or God’s Controlled Circumstances that led Esther to 


be where she was?  


Or was it due to her own Cunning Connivance?
Ct. Est. 4:14
A.
THE CONJUNCTION OF CONSEQUENCE…So  
Est. 7:1 
1.
Haman’s Plot – to Annihilate the Jews.
3:6

2.
The People’s Predicament – their Antagonist seemingly 
}

    had the upper hand.
} 4:14

3.
God’s Provision – 
} 4:14



the All-controlling power 
}

           behind the circumstances.
}
B.  The Counter-measures against Conspiracy.
1.
Esther’s Patience and Petition
Est. 7:1-4

a.
The three days of Rallying the people to Fast and her personal Readiness to Forego all. 

And if I perish, I perish
4:16
b.
The two days of Royal Rejoicing at the banquet of wine.
7:2 cf. 5:4, 8

i.  The Patient waiting to Prepare for the Plea. 5:8

ii.  Haman’s false Impression with the second Invitation.
5:11-13

c.
The two-fold Reply in answer to a two-fold Request:
ct. 5:3

i.
What is your petition?  

                 Grant me my life – this is my petition.
7:2, 3NIV

ii.
What is your request?  

                     And spare my people--this is my request.
7:2, 3NIV

d.
The Reasonableness of her Response:
7:4, NIV

i. The Payment Haman offered for the People – 


I and my people have been sold
Cf. 3:9, 11, 4:7

ii. The Price Esther was willing to Pay – 


    If we had merely been sold
7:4, NIV

e.
The king’s Reaction and Repetition of his question Revealing his wrath

7:5

i. He demanded to know the Person and the Place where he was.
ii. For what one Presumed to Perform often sprang from one’s heart.
Mt. 15:19
iii. Sentence not Executed quickly would set one to do more Evil.
Eccl. 8:11
2.
Esther Pointing out the Person.
Est. 7:6, 7

a.
Haman was now Sandwiched in a tight Spot – 

Adversary (tsar) from word meaning a tight place 

b.
He was now Singled out as the Sought-after enemy – Enemy (oyeb) an adversary, enemy, foe.

c.
He who Sought to cause distress was now Sadly distressed himself – 

Wicked (ra') distress, wicked, vile 
(NIV)

d.
He Sensed trouble who Sought to put others in trouble.

i.
The king’s Rage as he went into the garden: the king got up in a rage
7:7, NIV

ii.
Haman’s Realisation: the king had already decided his fate.
7:7, NIV

iii.
His Request of the queen: Haman stood up to make request for his life
7:7, KJV

C.  The Coincidence of Circumstances?  - “So” (v. 10)
Est. 7:8-10
1.
The Misreading by the king of Haman’s Posture, 

when he was actually Entreating for his life. 
7:8

2.
The Meted-out Punishment without waiting for any Explanation.

3.
The Men Present to carry out the Execution – they covered Haman's face.

4.
The Mention of the Prepared gallows for Mordecai by the king’s Eunuch (Harbonah  cf. 1:10) 
7:9, 10 NIV
D.  THE CONJUNCTION OF CONCLUSION - 
       SO they hanged Haman on the gallows 
Est. 7:10
Was it a Coincidence?…Chance?… 
or God Who was Controlling the Circumstances?... 
Est. 4:14b

1.  When Vasti was Dethroned and Esther Enthroned? 
Est. 2:17 ct. 2:1
2. When Esther Credited Mordecai for saving the king from a Conspiracy and having it Chronicled?  
2:21-23
3. When Esther was Confronted by Mordecai to Come out and stand in Company with the Jews?

4:13, 14


Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king's house, more than all the Jews.
4.
When Esther’s invitation was Received by both the king and Haman Repeatedly?    
4:4-8

5.
When Haman Misread Esther, listened to his wife and friends, and Merrily went to the banquet?
5:12-14

6.
When the king could not sleep, sent for the chronicles and Discovered that he owed a Debt to Mordecai? 
6:1-3

7.
When Haman happened to be present to Receive his Recommendations to Reward “himself” ?
6:4-9

8.
When Haman’s wife and advisers Realised too late they could not Resist God’s people?

6:13

GOD WAS BEHIND IT ALL – BEHIND EVERY CIRCUMSTANCE 


AND EVERY COINCIDENCE!!
We know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.

Rom. 8:28

