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THE YEAR OF THE HORSE, 

By K. C. Ung

03 Feb. Butterworh GH;                                    10 Feb. Bukit Mertajam GC; 

17 Feb. Burmah Road GH (Eng.)                      17 Feb. Burmah Road GH (Ch.)    

24 Feb. Sungei Nibong GH                               03 Mar. IGGC 

10 Mar. Sungei Ara GH
Introduction  
A Repeat Message on the Year of the Horse (1978, 1990)

(1) The Significance of the Horse Year

(a) The Horse in History. Undoubted the horses have helped changed the history of mankind. Horses added an element of superiority in the great battles of yore.

· The Mongols conquered three continents with the help of horses

· Alexander the Great needed horses for his exploits. 

· The Great Wall of China was built to defend not foot soldiers but enemies on horseback.

The horse may have outlived its usefulness in the battlefield today, but its grace, beauty and awesome speed have been immortalised through the passage of time.

(b) The Horse in Astrology. The Astrologer says: People born in the Year of the Horse are popular. They are cheerful, skillful with money, and perceptive, although they sometimes talk too much. They are wise, talented, good with their hands, and sometimes have a weakness for members of the opposite sex. They are impatient and hot-blooded about everything except their daily work. They like entertainment and large crowds. They are very independent and rarely listen to advice. They are most compatible with Tigers, Dogs, and Sheep.


(2) The Symbols of the Horse – 

(a) The Horse in Astrology: Ranked 7th among the 2 animals in Chinese astrology, the horse is viewed as a symbol of bravery and strength. Traits such as intelligence, endurance, speed and perseverance are associated with the horse

(b) The Horse in Biblical Imagery: The Horse is a Symbol of Speed (Isa. 30:16), Strength & Safety (Psa. 33:17)


(3) The Scripture and the Horse.  1st. of 154 occ. Gen 47:17; Last occ. Rev. 19:21

Name: The common names are (1) , , and (2) lððïò, . 

Horse - 43 occ. in 41 verses; 1st. and last occ. in OT - Gen. 49:17; Zech. 14:15; in NT in Rev. 6:2; 19:21

Horses – 111 occ. in 105 verses; 1st. and last occ. in OT - Gen. 47:17; Zech. 14:20; in NT in Jas. 3:3; Rev. 19:18

Origin: The Jews may have obtained horses from Egypt (Deut 17:16), Canaanites before them had horses  (Josh 17:16)

Uses: The horses of the Bible are almost exclusively war-horses, or at least the property of kings and not of the common people. Horses are among the property which the Egyptians gave to Joseph in exchange for grain (Gen 47:17). In Dt 17:16 it is enjoined that the king “shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt, to the end that he may multiply horses.” This and other injunctions failed to prevent the Jews from borrowing from the neighboring civilizations their customs, idolatries, and vices.
A. 
BE NOT LIKE THE HORSE though A HORSE IS SPEEDY
Psa. 32:9; Jer. 8:6

1.  
Used of a People Quick to do their Own Thing.  Jer. 8:6b cf. 7:23:24 (-28)

a. 
They refused to Obey God's Word.
7: 23, 24a

b.
They refused to Walk in God's Ways.
7: 23b, 24b

c.
They refused to Follow God so that they might be Well.  
7: 23c, 24c


Well (yatab, yaw-tab'): Fr. root, to make well, lit. (sound, beautiful) or fig. (happy, successful, right)


In this Year of the Horse, God wants to wish us A Happy and Prosperous (Successful) New Year.

2. 
Used of a People not Quickened to the Signs of the Times.  Jer. 8:16
"The Horses are Coming"
v. 16b cf. Rev. 6:1-8
a.
The White Horse of "Peace" is Coming.
6:1, 2

i.
In Peaceful Conquest.

ii.
In a People's Coronation.

b.

The Red Horse of "bloody Power" is Coming.  
6:3, 4

i.
Power to take away Peace.

ii.
Power to kill People. 

c.
The Black Horse of Poverty and Famine is Coming.  6:5, 6

i.
Still Famished with a day’s wage with no leftover for Pleasures. 

ii.
Starvation and Famine - the Plague of war.

d.
The Pale Horse of Pestilence and Perdition is Coming. 6:7, 8

i.
People die from Battles, hunger and Plagues.

ii.
People die from Beasts and Pestilence, Death and Perdition follow. 6:8c
3. 
Used of God's People who must be Quick to know the Times and the Seasons. 
Jer. 8:16, 7 cf. 7:24

for NOW it is high Time...ct It is not for you to know the times or the seasons.
ct. Acts 1:6, 7

a.
To Redeem the Time

Eph. 5:15,16

b.
To Rise up to the Times.

Rom. 13:11ff

c.
To Realise that Now is the Time.

II Cor. 6:2 

B.  
BELIEVE NOT IN A HORSE though A Horse IS STRONG.
Psa. 20:7

1. 
Negatively our Strength will Fail without God.
Psa. 33:17
a.
Be it found in Chariots and their Multitude.
{Isa. 31:1

b.
Be it found in Horses and Horsemen and their Might.
{cf. Psa. 33:16

c.
Without God it will fall Miserably.

See for yourself – God has His own Majestic Horses and Chariots of fire!
II Kgs. 6:15-17 cf. 2:11

2. 
Positively our Strength should Focus on God.
Psa.  20:7 cf. Pro. 21:31
a.
Not in Material Props
chariots

b.
Not in Natural Prowess
horses

c.
But in God’s Supernatural and Powerful Name
Remember His Name.


Let “HIS NAME” be the Watchword for the New Year, and the Ward for our Life.


Remember His Name when the Path before us....

i. 
is Dark - His Name is our Deliverance.
20:7

ii. 
is Hard - His Name is our Defence.
20:1

iii. 
is Good - His Name is our Delight.
20:5

· Rejoice in God in times of Prosperity.
20:5

· Rely on God in times of Adversity.
20:7

· Remember God for Time and Eternity.

3. 
Affirmatively let out Strength be in Faith trusting God. 
Psa. 147:10, 11
a. 
God's Strength is Superior to any might.
Hos. 1:7; Deut. 20:1

b. 
God's Spirit is Supreme over any might.
Zech. 4:6, 7

i. It is Not by Might – the Multitude of Horses;

ii. Nor by Power – the Might of Horses;

iii. But My Spirit saith the Mighty Lord of Hosts.
C.
 BEHAVE NOT LIKE A HORSE because A HORSE IS STUBBORN.
Psa.  32:9b 

1.
It Needs the Whip for Control (or it will become Headstrong).
Pro. 26:3

a. 
Be under the Master's Direction.
Psa. 32:8; 33:18

b. 
Be under the Father’s Discipline.
Heb. 12:5-11

2. 
It needs the Bit and Bridle for Constraint (or it will rush Headlong)
Psa. 32:9

a. 
To Control its Whole Body.

Jas. 3:3

b. 
To Control any Wee Bit.

Jas. 3:5

3. It needs the Hook for Compulsion.

Eze. 38:4

"I WILL BRING THE HORSES FORTH..." (in the Day of the Lord)


a. 
From all over the Earth …
Eze. 38:2-8, 14-16

i.
The armies in the North to the Valley of Hamongog
Eze. 39:11 cf. 17- 22 (20)

ii.
All kings (Neutral or otherwise) to the Valley of Armageddon.
Rev. 19:17-19 cf. 16:16

iii.
All Nations to the Valley of Jehosaphat
Joel 3:2, 12 cf. Zech. 14:4

b. 
From the Bottomless Pit.

i.
Locusts shaped like Horses. 
Rev: 9:1-12 (7)

ii.
Locusts like the appearance of Horses.
Cf. Joel 2:1-11 (4)

c. 
From Heaven.
Rev: 19:11-16

i.
The Appearance of the Faithful and True on a White Horse. 
19:11

ii.
The Armies of saints Following on White Horses.
19:13

Conclusion:  Be Always Remembering the Lord of Hosts

Psa. 20
1. 
The New Year Benediction.
Psa. 20:1-4

2. 
The New Year Banner.
Psa. 20:5

3. 
The New Year Belief
Psa. 20:6-8

a. 
There is Individual Confidence: "I"
20: 6

b. 
There is Mutual Reliance: "We" 
20: 7-8
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THE YEAR OF THE HORSE
The Horses are coming

They seem to bring news of good tidings:

"Peace, Peace" at the beginning

But it will not last till the ending.

BELIEVE NOT IN HORSES

Neither in your own skill and past successes.

Let your faith be steadfast in God -

No matter what the outcome

Cling to Him with whatever you've got.

Take this advice and BE NOT LIKE A HORSE.
Do not be between two opinions tossed.

One cannot serve two masters:

He will either love the one or hate the other.

So fix your choice in God,

Do not be stubborn

Trust Him whatever your lot.

Do not depend on your speed

Keep pace with the Lord, that's what you need;

Not depend on your steed.

That is to say, do not trust in your "strong" deeds,

Or strive to be free from God's Bridle and Bit.

For under God's control you can be sure

In this year of the Horse, for you, will be a good year.

So in keeping with this year's theme, my brethren dear,

Let us awake, for Now it is high time

To do whatever He has put in your mind.

Be it something small, or something big,

NOW IS THE TIME TO DO IT!

So, I take this opportunity

To wish all of you God's Prosperity,

And A Blessed Chinese New Year

In all your ventures for this year

A FRUITFUL AND BLESSED

CHINESE NEW YEAR
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The Bible Horse

1. NAMES

The common names are (1) , , and (2) lððïò, . (3) The word , , “horseman,” occurs often, and in several cases is translated “horse” or “warhorse” (Isa 28:28; Ezek 27:14; Joel 2:4 the Revised Version, margin); also in 2 Sam 16, where the “horsemen” of English Versions of the Bible is , , “owners of horses”; compare Arabic , “horseman,” and , “horse”. (4) The feminine form , , occurs in Song 1:9, and is rendered as follows: Septuagint ½ lððïò, ; Vulgate (Jerome’s Latin Bible, 390-405 AD) ; the King James Version “company of horses,” the Revised Version (British and American) “steed.” It is not clear why English Versions of the Bible does not have “mare.” (5) The word , ,“strong ones,” is used for horses in Jdg 5:22; Jer 8:16; 47:3; 50:11 (the King James Version “bulls”). In Ps 22:12 the same word is translated “strong bulls” (of Bashan). (6) For ,  (compare Arabic , “to run”), in 1 Ki 4:28; Est 8:10, 14; Mic 1:13, the Revised Version (British and American) has “swift steeds,” while the King James Version gives “dromedaries” in 1 Ki and “mules” in Est. (7) For ,  (Isa 66:20), the King James Version and the English Revised Version have “swift beasts”; the English Revised Version margin and the American Standard Revised Version “dromedaries”; Septuagint óêéÜäéá, , perhaps “covered carriages.” In Est 8:10, 14 we find the doubtful 
words (8) , , and (9) , , which have been variously translated. the King James Version has respectively “camels” and “young dromedaries,” the Revised Version (British and American) “used in the king’s service” and “bred of the stud,” the Revised Version margin “mules” and “young dromedaries.” See CAMEL. 

2. ORIGIN 

The Hebrew and Egyptian names for the horse are alike akin to the Assyrian. The Jews may have obtained horses from Egypt (Dt 17:16), but the Canaanites before them had horses (Josh 17:16), and in looking toward the Northeast for the origin of the horse, philologists are in agreement with zoologists who consider that the plains of Central Asia, and also of Europe, were the original home of the horse. At least one species of wild horse is still found in Central Asia. 

3. USES 

The horses of the Bible are almost exclusively war-horses, or at least the property of kings and not of the common people. A doubtful reference to the use of horses in threshing grain is found in Isa 28:28. Horses are among the property which the Egyptians gave to Joseph in exchange for grain (Gen 47:17). In Dt 17:16 it is enjoined that the king “shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt, to the end that he may multiply horses.” This and other injunctions failed to prevent the Jews from borrowing from the neighboring civilizations their customs, idolatries, and vices. Solomon’s horses are enumerated in 1 Ki 4, and the  and  of 1 Ki 4:28 (5:8) are identical with the  (“barley”) and  (“straw”) with which the arab feeds his horse today. In war, horses were ridden and were driven in chariots (Ex 14:9; Josh 11:4; 2 Sam 15:1, etc.). 

 4. FIGURATIVE AND DESCRIPTIVE
The horse is referred to figuratively chiefly in Zechariah and Revelation. A chariot and horses of fire take Elijah up to heaven (2 Ki 2:11 f). In Ps 20:7; 33:17; and 76:6, the great strength of the horse is recalled as a reminder of the greater strength of God. In Jas 3:3, the small bridle by which the horse can be managed is compared to the tongue (compare Ps 32:9). In Job 39:19-25 we have a magnificent description of a spirited war-horse. 

Alfred Ely Day

The Astrologer speaks…
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People born in the Year of the Horse are popular. They are cheerful, skillful with money, and perceptive, although they sometimes talk too much. They are wise, talented, good with their hands, and sometimes have a weakness for members of the opposite sex. They are impatient and hot-blooded about everything except their daily work. They like entertainment and large crowds. They are very independent and rarely listen to advice. They are most compatible with Tigers, Dogs, and Sheep. 

	2002 - Year of the Water Horse

February 12, 2002 - January 31, 2003

The "Hectic Horse"!



Horse years are notorious historical turning points. Turbulent, untamed, and chaotic. Every 12 years the Horse comes around asking it’s pinching question "Are you awake?" 

The Yang force is at its peak during Horse years, requiring action and movement. Of the 5 elements, the Horse is accompanied by Fire. This can bring to a boil the Water element of 2002, which can flare-up when least expected. Rigor and severity are also chronicled with unusual excesses befalling governing forces. The oratory Horse leads crowds with convincing speeches and egotistic agendas (WW1 (1918) WW2 (1942) The Great Depression (1930) Chinese Cultural Revolution (1966*) Great San Francisco Earthquake (1906*). 

The Horse governs a year where money flows too freely through the fingers, and where savings accounts dwindle. Travel, voyages and changes occur in Horse years, and most of us will prefer to be anywhere except home! This year may be polarized by a manic-depressive air of enthusiasm, followed by self-doubt. Always a competitive and avid sportsman, the Horse can bring sprains (especially knees and ankles) or lower body injuries, keeping orthopedists busy in 2002. 

Not since 1998’s Tiger year have we seen this level of activity! Horse years demand independence and freedom - despite the costs. A "Decisive" year when many will strike out on their own. The Horse isn’t known for staying close to home-base, preferring to be in the midst of social activities, debates and company. Impatient and talkative, Horses play offense in life, and 2002 will be an enterprising year when entrepreneurial efforts and small businesses can flourish. 

Most signs will move both confidently and quickly in all endeavors. Romantic infatuation is the name of the game romantically this year, as the Horse falls very easily in and out of love. A marvelous year for the Goat, the Dog, and the Tiger, and for all who need more of the "Fire" element in their charts (the FIRE element being designated to the Horse.) Mid July through mid August is the culminating point in the year for Horse natives themselves, however the wet winter months of 2002 can be brought to a steamy boil by the Yang Fire of the year. 

A narcissistic and self-centered year where even the most self-effacing personalities think of themselves first. Creative lending, money matters and intense competition, (especially in sports) takes the spotlight. Lively debates pepper Horse years as the steed is the supreme "orator" and speech-maker of the zodiac. Many could decide to change professions and especially established partners. CAUTION: The "other side" pastures of a Horse year, always seem greener than they really are! 

Ceaseless motion, decisiveness and control flavor this active year. A spirited, fiery, heedless, time to move forward and to advance causes. Even the most avid procrastinators (Snake, Pig, Rabbit) will boldly move ahead with plans. The pulse of 2002 is fast and wildly variable. Non-conformists rule now. Love of social contact can be expected also even for the most reticent personalities. With all of this activity, insomnia could be the chief complaint to health care providers this year. Political muscle flexing, resignations, and fits if geological temper occur more often during Horse years. 

My advice, is to think and reflect, "look before you leap" in 2002. Seek a healthy balance between deliberation and action, and avoid excessive physical or emotional escapades.
STAR, Tuesday, February 12, Section 2

The popular Chinese idiom Wan Mo Ben Teng (A Thousand Horses Running in an Open Plain) paints a brilliant picture of heroic grandeur amidst a multitude of horses sweeping across an open battlefield. You almost can hear the thunderous pounding of hooves and feel in your veins, the sheer strength of these magnificent animals which have galloped their way into the stables of ancient society. 

Undoubted the horses have helped changed the history of mankind. Horses added an element of superiority in the great battles of yore.

“The Mongols conquered three continents with the help of horses,” says sinologist Lai Kuan Fook, who is also chief  secretary of the Federation of Chinese Associations of Malaysia. “Even Alexander the Great needed horses for his exploits. The Great Wall of China was built to defend not foot soldiers but enemies on horseback.”

The horse may have outlived its usefulness in the battlefield today, but its grace, beauty and awesome speed have been immortalised through the passage of time.

Ranked 7th among the 2 animals in Chinese astrology, the horse is viewed as a symbol  of bravery and strength. Traits such as intelligence, endurance, speed and perseverance are associated with the horse.. Those born in the Year of the Horse are said to be independent, hardworking, sociable, quick-witted and adventurous. “They are also intelligent, keen to learn and determined to succeed,” adds Lai.

“The Year of the Horse actually begins on Feb. 4 which is the first day of Spring (or Li Chun)  and ends on Feb. 3, 2003,” says Singaporean geomancer Vincent Koh. So those born on or after Feb. 4 come under the horse zodiac sign.

Why do the Chinese celebrate a different day as their new year then?

Explains Koh, “Every year, the Chinese celebrate their new year on the first day of the first moon of the lunar year, and this Chinese New Year falls on Feb. 12.”

To avoid complicating matters local feng shui masters consider the Year of the Horse as commencing from Feb. 12, 2002 until January 31, 2003 before the Ram takes over.

Some feng shui masters say that the Wood Horse rules this year while others believe that it is the Water Horse. However, sentiments appear stronger in favour of the Water Horse.
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