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Part I 
– Its Foundation and its First Truths of the Church.

Part II 
– Paul’s Farewell to the Church and its Fall from its First Love

Recapitulation: Part I - Its Foundation and its First Truths of the Church.

A. The Foundation of the Church in Ephesus.

1. The City of Ephesus 

2. The Church at Ephesus
B. The  First Truths of the Universal Church as Revealed to the Local Church in Ephesus

1. The Church is a Mystery.
3:1-12

2. The Church is His Body.
1:22-2:18; 4:4-16

3. The Church is His Bride (Family)
5:22-32; 6:1-4

4. The Church is for God’s Glory.
1:3-21; 3:20, 21


Part II – Paul’s Farewell to the Church and its Fall from its First Love
A. 
Paul’s Farewell to the Elders of the Church.
1. Paul Called for the Chiefs (Elders) in the Church.  
Acts 20:17

a. Who they were:  Elders (Presbyteros) ( matured, spiritual. 


i. Their Appointment by the Holy Spirit.    
Acts 20:28 cf. 14:23

ii. Their Acknowledgement (Recognition) by Saints. 
I Thes. 5:12

iii. The Quality in their Qualifications. 
I Tim. 3:1-7

iv. Their Plurality and Unity. 
Acts 14:23; 15:22f;  Tit. 1:5; I Pet. 5:1

b. What they did – 
Acts 20:17, 28; 
I Pet. 5:1-4
i. As Bishops or Overseers (episkopos) to oversee, 

to Lead and not to Lord.
17:28b; 
5:3

ii. As Shepherds or Pastors (poimainō) 


to Love and feed (tend), not to be greedy. 
20:28c;  

5:2

cf. Jn. 21:15-17 - Lovest thou Me more than these?
c. When they could serve cf. the service of the Levites:
Num. 8:24-26 cf. 4:3, 23, 30, etc.

i. From twenty and five years old and upward they shall go in 
to wait upon the service of the tabernacle of the congregation.
Num. 8:24
ii. From thirty years old and upward even until fifty years old, all that enter 
into the host, to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation. 
Num. 4:3
iii. From the age of fifty years they shall cease waiting upon the service thereof,
and shall serve no more: But shall minister with their brethren in the tabernacle…     

to keep the charge, and shall do no service. 

iv. Thus shalt thou do unto the Levites touching their charge.
Num. 8:25-26

2. Paul’s Consistent Ministry to the Church at Ephesus.    
20:18-27

a. His Personal Properties:

i. Serving the Lord with all humility and mind…

20:19

ii. Coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel…

20:33*

iii. These hands have ministered unto my necessities and to them that were with me…20:34
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b. His Public Ministry and Private Mentoring: 



Taught you publicly, and from house to house… 
20:20b

c. His Profitable Preaching Ministry: 



Kept back nothing that was profitable…
20:20a, 27f 

d. His Propagation of the Gospel and Mission Ministry including Giving:



Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks…(Gospel) 
20:21, 22-25


I have shown you all things: Ye ought to support the weak 


To remember the words of the Lord Jesus: 

It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
 20:35 

3. Paul’s Caution of False Teachers Entering, and In the Church at Ephesus.
Acts 20:28-31

a. From Outside: Grievous wolves shall enter in among you 

with Pernicious Canons. (doctrines, I Tim. 1:3)
20:29

b. From your Own selves shall men arise to draw away disciples 

– Personality Cults.
20:30

c. From Paul’s Observation and Caution: 
20:31

i. They needed to Watch and Remember for the next three years. (AD58, 60, 64, 95?)

ii. They needed to Warn others Regularly night and day with tears.

B. 
The Fall of the Church from its First Love. 
Rev. 2:1-7
1. Their Distinguished Position: cf. Paul’s Letter. 
Ephesians
a. Their Position and Possessions in the Heavenlies.
Ch. 1 cf. Col. 3:1-4

b. The Unity of those from far and near in the One Mystery (Body) of the Church. Chs. 2, 3

c. Their Divine and Diverse Gifts for Ministry for the Maturity of the Church. 
     Ch. 
4:1-16

d. Their Walk in the World as a Testimony for Christ.

4:17-5:21

e. Their Respect for, and Relationships in the Family. 

5:22-6:10

f. Their Warfare with the Enemy and its proclamation of the Word of Truth.

6:11-24

2. Their Decline and the Persons to put things right: 

(In I & II Timothy, Ephesus mentioned 3 times.) 


a. The Roles of Timothy, Onesiphorous and Tychicus:

i. Timothy Requested to stay back to put things Right.
I Tim. 1:3

ii. Testimony given to Onesiphorus on his ministry to Paul there. 
II Tim. 1:16-18

iii. Tychicus sent to Ephesus to replace Timothy.
II Tim. 4:12
b. The wRongs to be put Right: 
I Tim. 

i. The Charge to Correct Heterodoxy, Heresy and endless Genealogies.
1:3, 4

ii. The Command to Prohibit the Propagation of false doctrine.
1:5-11


iii. The Challenge to be Righteous (do good):
(6:18a)

· Not to be High-minded but to prepare for Heaven. 
6:17-19

· Teach to Observe Order in Obedience.
2:1-3:14

· To Be an Example in Good Behaviour.
3:15-5:25; 6:11-16, 20, 21

O man of God, Flee…Follow…Fight…;

O Timothy Keep…
3. Their Downfall: thou hast left thy first love. 
Rev. 2:1-7, 4, 5

a. The Commendation of the Church by Christ. 
Rev. 2:2, 3, 6; 2:2a ct. I Thes. 1:3

i. Their Fervency 
2:2a cf. I Thes. 1:3


· They have works but lack work of faith 
1:3a

· They have labour (= intense labour, Thayer) but lack labour of love. 
1:3b

· The have patience but lack patience of hope. 
1:3c

ii. Their Fidelity – canst not bear them who are evil 
2:2b 
iii. Their Forbidding – hast tried them (apostles)… liars
2:2c
iv. Their Forbearance – hast borne…patience…laboured…
2:3 
v. Their Faithfulness – hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans.
2:6 
b. The Censure of the Church. 
Rev. 2:4

But I have this against thee, that thou didst leave thy first love.

c. The Caution:
Rev. 2:5

i. Remember. Remember... from whence thou art fallen.

ii. Repent - Repent.
iii. Return - Do the first works.
d. The Charge.

2:7


He that hath an ear, let him hear What the Spirit saith unto the churches.
e. The Commitment:

2:7


To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life 


Which is in the midst of the paradise of God.


The Conclusion:

The Church did not Remember or Repent.
The Result – it is now in Ruins!

For those interested in…
Viewing the Powerpoint Presentation again;

Listening to the Study again

And/Or Want a full Outline 

of the Study,

 Please visit:
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