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Introduction: The Theme of the Text (Eccl. 8:15) seems to be associated with I Cor. 10:6, 7 and Lk. 12:19.
I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.
“To eat, drink and be merry” is the motto of a materialistic fool and not to be Accepted.
Likewise Israel was cited as a worldly example of the same in I Cor. 10:1-6 and is to be Avoided. 

A. The Negative Perception of the Texts in the Gospel and Epistle.

1. Lk. 12:19 – Be not like the rich man – He is a materialistic fool.
And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years;
 take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

a. To think (he thought within himself) that the Fruits of his labour are of his own making.
Lk. 12:17, 18
b. To think that he is in control of his Future - goods laid up for many years
12:19
c. While recognising that he has a soul, his Fault was to make the wrong provision for it.
12:19
Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.
d. He was a Fool to prepare for his worldly prosperity, but not for the suddenness and brevity of life. 12:17, 18, 20
Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, 
which thou hast provided?
2. I Cor. 10:6, 7 – Be not like Israel – they were Idolaters.
Cf. Exo. 32:6
Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted.

Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.

a. They forsook their God for a god of Gold.
Exo. 32:2-4
And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me...And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: 

b. They Gave credit to the false Gods for their redemption.
  32:4b
And they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.
c. They Gorged themselves up with eating, drinking and revelling.
They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. [tsachaq, a prim. root; to laugh outright (in merriment or scorn); by impl. to sport:--laugh, mock, play, make sport.]
d. Thus, their end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose Glory is in their shame, 
who mind earthly things.
Phil. 3:19
Now consider the Text in its proper Context in Ecclesiastes as Considered below:

B. The Definitive Posits of the Terms in the Text in Ecclesiastes.
Eccl. 8:15
... because a man hath no better thing under the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be merry:

Intro.: Consider the three important words in the text, viz.

1. Eat
a. We eat to Live – to Ingest what God provided from the very beginning.
Gen. 2:16
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat (Heb. 'akal)
1st occurrence.

Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life. Cf. Gen. 3:17-19
b. However, do not just Love to eat; to Indulge so is Idolatry: 
I Cor. 6:12, 13; Phil. 3:19

All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them...whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.

c. And do not eat to Leave behind – it is Loveless Insensitivity.
Eat what you need and spare the rest for others!
Cf. Lev. 19:9, 10
When ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy field, neither shalt thou gather the gleanings of thy harvest. And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather every grape of thy vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the poor and stranger: I am the LORD your God.

2. Drink – the essence of all drinks is water! 
Water covers 70.9% of the Earth's surface, and is vital for all known forms of life.

a. Drink basically has to do with Water.
i. Water is provided to sustain life in all Forms – 
Deut. 11:14
That I will give you the rain of your land in his due season, the first rain and the latter rain, 
that thou mayest gather in thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil.
ii. Water is provided Free and is a Figure for spiritual life.
I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.
Rev. 21:6

Let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.
22:17
b. But Drink is often associated with Wine in merry-making.
i. Solomon tried to cheer himself with wine, but it was Folly –
Eccl. 2:3, NIV
I tried cheering myself with wine, and embracing folly—

ii. However, when used at the proper time in the proper amount it can be Felicity.
Eccl. 9:7
Eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God now accepteth thy works.
· The Lord performed His first miracle of turning Water into Wine at a wedding.
Jn. 2:1, 9-11

When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine...
· Wine in the right proportion can be good for Health and Healing.
I Tim. 5:23 

Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities
.

iii. ​Beware of drinking wine that may lead to drunkenness during Feasting.
10:16-17
· Cf. The Profligate king and his Princes who eat from Dawn of Day and Drink till Drunken!

Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is a child, and thy princes eat in the morning!

· Ct. The Princely king and his Princes who eat at proper Seasons for their Sustenance and Strength.
Blessed art thou, O land, when thy king is the son of nobles, and thy princes eat in due season, for strength, and not for drunkenness!
3. Be Merry

a. The Meaning: Heb. samach.
i. Primarily, it is from a Root = to Brighten up; perhaps because of received Blessings and Bliss.

ii. Figuratively, it is to Rejoice, be glad, joyful and cheerful

b. Consider the “Merry” texts in Ecclesiastes:
i. 2:24 - that he should eat and drink, and that he should make his soul enjoy good in his labour.
ii. 3:13 - every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the gift of God.
iii. 5:18 - it is good and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour.
iv. 8:15 - eat, and to drink, and to be merry: for that shall abide with him of his labour the days of his life.
v. 9:7 - eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart;
It is Associated with the Appreciation of God’s Good Gifts resulting from a person’s Labours in Life.
C. The Positive Proposition of the Primary Text in Ecclesiastes.

1. An Introduction to the Preacher, (Ecclesiastes = The Preacher) and his Text.
Eccl. 1:1
The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.
a. What he wrote when he was a youth about to be Married – Song of Songs.
b. What He wrote when he was of Middle Age: Proverbs.
c. What he wrote when he was Matured: Ecclesiastes.
i. The Sum of his Varied experiences in the Prologue: 
Eccl. 1:2, 3
Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity.

What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?
ii. The Sum of his Vast Experiences in his Life’s Log:
· Living in this world is a Life of frustrations – 
Eccl. 1:14
I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit.

...all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind.
NIV

· However, Man can find Meaning in life if he Merges his Moments with God’s timing.
Eccl. 3:11 (1-8)
He hath made every thing beautiful in His time: also He hath set the world in their heart, 
so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end.
· And when Man Stops Speculating on the future and Sees the Present for God’s Purpose.   8:16, 17, NIV
When I applied my mind to know wisdom and to observe man's labour on earth--his eyes not seeing sleep day or night-- then I saw all that God has done. No one can comprehend what goes on under the sun. Despite all his efforts to search it out, man cannot discover its meaning. Even if a wise man claims he knows, he cannot really comprehend it.
· There may be times of Stress and Strain, but the norm is to eat, drink and live our daily lives as those who Gladly rejoice in God’s Good Gifts and intend to use them to His Glory.
Thus the Refrains: Eat, Drink and Be Merry – 2:24-26; 3:12, 13, 22; 5:18, 19; 8:15; 8:7-9
See #2
They Reflect Man’s Right to Rejoice and at the same time to Remind him of his Responsibility Resulting in his own Restraints to be accountable to God, not Expending in his own pleasures and Exploiting others for his personal advantage.
Eccl. 8:9, 9, NIV
No man has power over the wind to contain it; so no one has power over the day of his death. 
As no one is discharged in time of war, so wickedness will not release those who practice it. 
All this I saw, as I applied my mind to everything done under the sun. 
There is a time when a man lords it over others to his own hurt.

2. His Injunctions associated with the Proverbial Text – Eat, Drink and Be Merry.

a. Eccl. 2:24-26
There is nothing better for a man, than that he should eat and drink, and that he should make his soul enjoy good in his labour. This also I saw, that it was from the hand of God.

25  For who can eat, or who else can hasten hereunto, more than I?

26  For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit.
i. Eating and Drinking are the gifts of God – so eat and drink while you can, but remember your Creator...

While the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;

In the day when...the grinders cease because they are few.
Eccl. 12:1, 3
ii. Enjoy the fruits of your labour while you can – it is the Good from God.
Eccl. 2:24
He should make his soul enjoy good in his labour. This also I saw, that it was from the hand of God.
[Note: Eating and drinking are metaphorical for partaking of all its fruits.]
iii. Embrace it with joy with wisdom and knowledge – just Enjoy God’s Goodness.
Eccl. 2:26a

For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy
iv. Be Enlightened that to the Sinner God giveth travail.
Eccl. 2:26b cf. NRSV

But to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up
But to the sinner he gives the work of gathering and heaping, only to give to one who pleases God. 
This also is vanity and a chasing after wind.
b. Eccl. 3:12, 13, 22

12  I know that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good* in his life.
cf. NRSV
13 And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the gift of God.
22 Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better, than that a man should rejoice in his own works; for that is his portion: for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him?
i. Enjoy Life as God Enables.
Eccl. 3:12, 13; 5:18
...There is nothing better for them than to be happy and *enjoy themselves as long as they live. 
3:12 NRSV
Every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the gift of God.
3:13
It is good and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion.
5:18


ii. It is your Right to Rejoice – treat it as a gift of God.
Eccl. 3:13
enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the gift of God


iii. Work Hard and be Happy in what you do.
Eccl. 3:22
Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better, than that a man should rejoice in his own work.

iv. While you have that Portion of life, Enjoy it; do not Postpone such Enjoyment, it may not come later!

For that is his portion: for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him?
Eccl. 3:22

c. Eccl. 5:18, 19, NRSV
This is what I have seen to be good: it is fitting to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of the life God gives us; for this is our lot.

19  Likewise all to whom God gives wealth and possessions and whom he enables to enjoy them, and to accept their lot and find enjoyment in their toil--this is the gift of God.
i. When it is time to Retire, Rest and Rejoice in God.
Eccl. 5:18
· You have toiled hard under the sun - find enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun
· You have only a few days left - which one toils under the sun the few days of the life God gives us
[the days (Heb. The number of the days) of his life.
Cf. Psa. 90:12]
· You cannot prolong your days - for this is our lot.
ii. Now is the time to enjoy the fruits of your labour – is fitting to eat and drink and find enjoyment...

While you still can enjoy the beauty (“fitting”) and have the ability to enjoy before...

the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are few,

and those that look out of the windows be darkened, And the doors shall be shut in the streets,

when the sound of the grinding is low...
Eccl. 12:3, 4
iii. Whatever God has given you in material blessings, enjoy them and use them for God’s Glory.
Likewise all to whom God gives wealth and possessions and whom he enables to enjoy them, 
and to accept their lot and find enjoyment in their toil--this is the Gift of God.
Eccl. 5:19
d. Eccl. 8:15
Then I commended mirth, because a man hath no better thing under the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be merry: for that shall abide with him of his labour the days of his life, which God giveth him under the sun.
i. Is this the Epicurean maxim: "Eat, drink, and play; there is no pleasure after death."?
Eccl. 8:15a
Then I commended mirth.


ii. Is this Israel’s Evil Example Paul Exhorted the Christians not to follow?
I Cor. 10:6-7
Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted.

7  Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.
iii. Or is this the Enjoyment of life that we should Experience when we treat this life as God-given?
Cf. So I commend the enjoyment of life, because nothing is better for a man under the sun than to eat and drink and be glad. Then joy will accompany him in his work all the days of the life God has given him under the sun.
Eccl. 8:15, NRSV

· Enjoy your own Entitlement for which you were Employed all the years of your labour.

So I commend the enjoyment of life, because nothing is better for a man under the sun than to eat and drink and be glad.
· Envy not other people’s forms of Enrichment which they may not get to Eat or Enjoy.
Eccl. 6:2
A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it: this is vanity, and it is an evil disease.
Eccl. 6:2

God gives a man wealth, possessions and honor, so that he lacks nothing his heart desires, but God does not enable him to enjoy them, and a stranger enjoys them instead. This is meaningless, a grievous evil.
Eccl. 6:2. NIV
· Thus, the Recommendation: Relish in the Results of your Labour in Life; it is a blessing from God. 

Then joy will accompany him in his work all the days of the life God has given him under the sun.

Eccl. 8:15, NRSV

e. Eccl. 9:7-9

Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God now accepteth thy works. 8  Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head lack no ointment.

9  Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy portion in this life, and in thy labour which thou takest under the sun.
i. Why Eat, drink and Enjoy (be merry) –
Eccl. 9:1-6
· Life is an uncertainty – it may bring Prosperity or Adversity.
9:1
For all this I considered in my heart even to declare all this, that the righteous, and the wise, and their works, are in the hand of God: no man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is before them. 

· Life is also a vanity – it is short, brief, vain (NRSV) and meaningless (NIV)

9:9b
all the days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee under the sun, 
all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy portion in this life
· But death is a certainty and with it the loss of all opportunities.
Eccl. 9:4-6
All things come alike to all... there is one event unto all...
9:2, 3

For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, 
9:5
neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.

ii. So Enjoy life as God Enables.
Eccl. 9:7-9
Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart;
· Enjoy your Life: it s God’s Good Gift – the few days of the life God gives us.

5:18b
· Enjoy your Food: Eat your bread and drink your wine; they are good for your heart.

9:7
Eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart
Cf. wine that maketh glad the heart of man...and bread which strengtheneth man's heart. Psa. 104:15
· Enjoy your Form from Clothes to Crown.


9:8

Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head lack no ointment                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
· Enjoy your wife.

9:9a
Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity. 
Cf. Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favour of the LORD. Pro. 18:22
iii. For now, your Lot is to continue to Labour in this Life so that your works will be approved. 
9:7
Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; 
for God now accepteth thy works; cf. for God has long ago approved what you do. (NRSV)
· The fruits of your Labour are God’s Gifts.
5:19, 19
· Only God gives the ability to enjoy these fruits.
2:24; 3:13; 5:19
CONCLUSION:  I Cor. 10:31

Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.
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