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Prison, Pharaoh and Providence
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Gen. 39, 40

A. On the Road to Prison.
Gen. 39:1-23

1. The Road to Virtual Prosperity through the Prison.
Gen 39:1-6

a. God’s Preparation of Joseph - His Control of each Circumstance from Commencement to Conclusion:

	The Commencement. (vv. 1-6)
	The Conclusion (vv. 19-23)

	i. Joseph brought to Potiphar’s house.
1 And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian….
	i. Joseph put into a special Prison.

20 And Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison, a place where the king's prisoners were bound: and he was there in the prison.

	ii. The Lord made Joseph Prosperous in Potiphar’s house.
2 And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian.
	ii. The Lord Prospered Joseph under the Prison Guard
21 But the LORD was with Joseph, and showed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison.

	iii. Potiphar Committed his household to Joseph’s Care.
3 And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and that the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand. 4 And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand.
	iii. The Prison Warden Committed the other prisoners to Joseph’s Care.
22 And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that were in the prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it.



	iv. Potiphar Handed everything to Joseph’s care (except his food) because the Lord blessed his Household for Joseph’s sake.
5 And it came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the LORD was upon all that he had in the house, and in the field. 6 And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he did eat
	iv. The Prison Warden was not Worried because the Lord Prospered Whatever Joseph did.
23  The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that was under his hand; because the LORD was with him, and that which he did, the LORD made it to prosper.


Notes: 

· Notice that throughout this chapter, the name Jehovah is used to designate God (cf. vv. 21, 23), but when Joseph replied to his mistress he used Elohim – how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God? (39:9)
· save the bread which he did eat.  Cf. that “the Egyptians might not eat with the Hebrews (Gen. 43:32). 
b. Joseph’s Physical Attractions: And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured.
39:6

Literally, beautiful in form and beautiful in appearance, like his mother Rachel.

Gen 29:17
Seemingly a Physical Advantage to Joseph that became a Physical Attraction to Potiphar’s wife, cf. 37:2, 41:46

2. The Road to Vice.
Gen. 39:7-19

a. It was Unexpected:

i. He was at the Peak of His Career.
Gen. 39:3-6

ii. He was at the Prime of His Life.

39:6c 
Cf. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brethren.
37:2

iii. It came from the Passion of a Woman.
39:7


b. It was Repeated: she spake to Joseph day by day

Gen. 39:10

i. There was Availability  
- a willing woman.
39:10

ii. There was Opportunity  
- no one was around.     
39:11

iii. There was Eligibility 

- a good prospect for advancement.

3. The Road to Victory for Joseph - the Reasons:

a. His Steadfastness & Responsibility.
How then can I do this?
Gen. 39:8, 9

b. His Standard of Purity.       
This great wickedness.
39:9

c. His Stand against Iniquity.
sin against God
39:9

d. His Sense of Propriety.      
fled and got out; … and fled out.
39:12, 18 cf. II Tim.2:12

 got him out—literally, and went forth into the place without, i.e. out of the house and into the street.

and fled out, i.e. went forth into the street.


e. The Strength of his Spirituality.
his walk before God.
cf. 41:38; Gal.5:16, 17

f. The Secret of his Victory.
BUT the Lord was with Joseph. 
cf. 39:2, 21, 23

4. The Road to Vengeance.
“No wrath so great is a woman spurned”

a. Her opportunity for Revenge – Joseph’s garment in her hand.
39:13-15 cf. 37:31-33

i. Her Scream to her Servants: she called unto the men… I cried with a loud voice:
39:14a, c

ii. Her Story and Spite: See, he hath brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock us.

39:14, 15

Thus, she had her Servants on her Side.

b. Her opportunity to Repeat the Story to Potiphar who put Joseph into Prison.
39:16-20

c. It was God’s opportunity to Ready Joseph for His future Programme. “But”
39:21-23 See #A 1a above.

5. The Reward of Virtue!

a. Further Adversity.    
put him into the prison
Gen. 39:20

This was the second time Joseph’s clothing was used to bring a false report about him 
cf. 37:31-33
In both cases he had been serving faithfully, but in both cases Joseph ended up in bondage.

b. Further "Prosperity".
“prospering” in prison.
39:23 cf. 39:3 cf. Phil 1:12-14

Joseph Prospered in Prison by God’s favor. The jailer put Joseph in charge of the prison. 
Joseph had Prospered under God in Potiphar’s house and was put in charge.

Here again he prospered under God and was put in charge. 
Four times, this chapter affirms, the Lord’s Presence with Joseph, the Lord was with Joseph (vv. 2-3, 21, 23). Joseph’s Probity led him to Prosperity under the jailer and under God.

c. Further Contrariety.
the chief butler.. forgot him
40:14, 23

d. God’s Sovereignty: 
the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass.

Behind it all, God was working out His Purpose and in Control.
41:16, 32, 38

B. Offences against Pharaoh resulting in Imprisonment.
Gen. 40:1-4
Chap. 40: That Joseph Continue to have faith in God and was Convinced that God’s revelation in his two previous dreams (37:5-7, 9) would be fulfilled (40:1-8). 

He understood their dreams to be from God and realized that God was beginning to work His will 
through two more dreams.

1. The Offenders – Pharaoh’s chief butler and chief baker.

40:1, 2

The high position of a chief butler cf. Nehemiah, the Cup-bearer.

Neh. 1:11

2. The Open doors in the closed Prison for God to Prepare Joseph for His Programme:

40:3, 4

a. They were Confined in the same guard house where Joseph was.


40:3

b. They were put under the Charge of Joseph – an Open Opportunity for God to prepare Joseph.
40:4

Joseph had been laid in iron and his feet hurt with fetters (probably temporally
 
Cf. Psa. 105:17-19

He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant: Whose feet they hurt with fetters: 

he was laid in iron:Until the time that his word came: the word of the LORD tried him.
C. On-going Divine Providence in Prison – Dreams!
Gen. 40:5-23

1. The Dreamers in Prison.


Gen. 40:5-8
a. Their almost Similar Dreams on the Same night – 1st coincidence?

40:5 cf. see #2 below.

That both had almost similar dreams on the same night was more than a coincidence.

b. Their Sadness – no one to interpret the dreams for them – 2nd coincidence?
40:6-8a

Each sought an interpretation for his dream was another coincidence beyond normal circumstances.

c. Joseph’s Side question – Do not interpretations belong to God?

40:8b
The two dreams had almost the Same Structure and content – 3rd coincidence?
See #2 below
A Coincidence or a Divine Controlled Circumstance – Providence?

2. The Dreamers, their Dreams and Interpretation.
Gen. 40:9-19

a. The Chief Butler’s Dream and Interpretation.
40:9-13

i. His Dream: A vine; three branches; ripe grapes pressed into Pharaoh’s cup.
40:9-11

ii. The interpretation: within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head and

restore thee unto thy place:  i.e. before the 3rd day was over. 
40:12, 13

iii. Joseph’s Request to Remember him and his Reasons.
40:14, 15

b. The Chief Baker’s Dream and Interpretation.
40:16-19

i. His Dream: three white baskets with foods on uppermost eaten by birds.
40:16, 17

ii. The Interpretation: within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee. 40:18, 19

3. The Dreams Fulfilled on Pharaoh’s Birthday Fest.
Gen. 40:20-23

a. He lifted up the head of the chief Butler and Handed back to him his position.
40:20, 21

b. He lifted up the head of the chief Baker and Hanged him.
40:20, 22


The Chief Butler was Restored, but Joseph was not Remembered!
40:23


But God did not. And Joseph did not forget God too.

Con.: Often in Good times we forget God and in “bad” times we ask God not to forget us!


Let us remember in Good and “Bad” times, God is Behind all these times for our Good.
Cf. Rom. 8:28
