The Parable of the Ten Virgins

Matt. 25:1-13


By KC Ung

Intro. : FIVE Principles to KNOW when interpreting a Parable: - 

A.
Know the Main Points of the Parable.

1.
Understand the Passage.
Mt. 25:1-13

a.
The Story of the Parable – 


i. The Preparation of the five wise virgins.
25:2a, 4

ii. The unPreparedness of the five foolish virgins.
25:2b- 3

iii. The Proclamation of the Coming of the Bridegroom.
25:5-7

iv. The Plight of the Foolish Virgins.
25:8-13

b.
The Sum of the Parable - Watch therefore
25:13 cf. 24:36, 42, 44

2.
Comprehend its Perspective.

a.
The Connection to Then
25:1 cf. 24:51[See #B. 2]
b.
The Concept of the Kingdom of Heaven in Matthew’s Gospel – 32 occ. 1st. in 3:2; last in (25:14) cf. 25:1

c.
The Components in the Parable.

i.
Ten virgins – Picture of Israel 

v. 1cf. Jer. 14:17; 31:4, 13, 21
ii.
Lamps – Probably torches

v. 1 


iii.
Vessels – receptacles for oil. 

v. 4

iii.
The wedding scene – a mid-eastern wedding.

iv.
Slumbered (aorist) and slept (imperfect)  
v. 5 - a vivid picture drawn by the two different tenses used.

v.
Was shut – (aorist) shut to stay shut
v. 10

d.
The Caution - Watch and be ready
B.
Know What Prompted the Parable – 

1.
The 3-fold Question that Prompted the Discourse.
Mt. 24:1-3

a.
When shall these things be? – Jerusalem Destruction 

{cf. Lk. 21:5-7, 20-24



and Jews’ Diaspora ct. Great Tribulation.
{ct. Mt. 24:15-20

b.
What shall be the signs of Thy Coming? – The Revelation ct. The Rapture
Mt. 24:15-28, 29-31

c.
And of the end of the age? – End of Present Age leading to the Kingdom Age.
Mt. 25:1-13, 14-30, 31-46

2.
The Situation that Prompted the Parable – Great Tribulation and Christ’s Coming
Then – 25:1

a. for then shall be great tribulation
24:21

b. Immediately after the tribulation …then shall appear…
24:29, 30

c. That day and hour knoweth no man …Then shall two be in the field …
24:36, 40

d. Who then is a faithful and wise servant …Then shall the kingdom of heaven …
24: 45; 25:1

C.
Know the Purpose of the Parable - A Parable teaches a main truth.

1.
The Purpose: to illustrate the necessity of His People to be Prepared for His Coming. 
25:13

2.
Do not draw Parallels for every Part/element in the Parable. Do not allegorize.


Cf. Origen who said the five lamps of the wise represent five natural senses, all trimmed by proper use. The oil is the teaching of the word, the sellers of oil are the teachers, and the price for the oil is perseverance. 

D.
Know the Principal Truth of the Parable as compared with the direct teaching of Scripture
1.
Consider the text of the Parable in its Context – the Passage, Purpose, People, etc.

a.
The Passage is taken from a context that deals with the Destruction of Jerusalem, the Great Tribulation and the end of the present age leading to the new age of The Millennium.
Matt. chs. 24, 25

b.
The People involved in the text are Daniel’s people. 

Mt. 24:15ff, cf. Dan. 9:24-27; 12:1

c.
The Period is compared to the time of Noah.

Mt. 24:37-41

2.
Confirm its interpretation from other texts of Scripture.

a.
Is this Christ’s Return for the Bride in the Rapture?

Ct. I Thes. 4:13-17

b.
Is this Christ’s Return for His Elect to end the Great Tribulation in the Revelation? Cf. Matt. 24:21, 22, 29-31


Cf. The Marriage and Marriage Supper of the Lamb and the Rejoicing guests.
Rev. 19:7-9 cf. Jn. 3:29

E
 Know what is intended to be Produced in the Hearers – 

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
Mt. 25:13

Con.: To interpret a Parable, study its Points and Perspective, what Prompted it, its Purpose, its Principal 

teaching and what it seeks to Produce in the Listener/Reader. 

Avoid Allegorizing, but Aim for the Principal Truth it Tries to Teach.
