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Intro. 
Nearly 40 years had elapsed since Crossing the Red Sea.
Num. 14:33, 34


One generation had Wasted their lives away in the Wilderness.
Num 33



Joshua was 80 years old when he received his commission. 

Josh. 1: 2

1. 
The Appointment. 

Joshua ch. 1

a. 
The Circumstances


Josh. 1:1, 2

i) 
A period of 40 years of Dearth was Past.

Deut. 29:5ff

ii) 
Moses, God's Servant, had Passed away.
Deut. 34:7; 32:48-52 cf. Num. 20:7-12 ct. Exo. 17:6

iii) 
The time had come to Proceed.

Josh. 1:1, 2

b. 
The Call


i) 
It was Personal.  
"unto Joshua"

1:1, 9

ii) 
It was Precise.

1:2-4

iii) 
It was with Promise.

1:5, 9

c. 
The Command.
"Go over to possess"


1:2-4

i) 
The Land was theirs Legally
1:2-4

ii) 
The Land had to be theirs Actually
1:3
d. 
The Conditions.
i) 
Only be Strong and Courageous.


1:6, 7, 9, 18

ii) 
Observe the Scripture and the Commandments.
1:7

* 
Observe the Law.

* 
Obey the Commandments: Mouth them; Meditate upon them; Memorise them 1:8

e. 
The Consequences:
1:8b

 i) 
"for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous."
ii) 
"and then thou shalt have good success."

2. 
The Advancement or Crossing River Jordan.



Joshua ch. 3

a. 
East of Jordan or Count the Cost. 

i) 
The Prospect, in sight of the Promised Land, yet separated by:

* 
Jordan's Turbulent Waters
- The Step of Faith.

3:15b

* 
Jericho's Threatening Wall
- The Stimulus to Fight. 
3:16c


To step out by Faith to cross River Jordan – to Go Forward, OR
} cf. Num.


To step back to the Frustrating life of the desert – to Step Backward
} 13:30, 31

ii)
The Promise – God’s Presence, Power and Person assured. 
3: 7, 10, 11

* 
"The Living God is Among you".

* 
"The Ark of the Covenant… passeth over Before you."

iii)
The Preparation.


Josh. 3:5

* 
Expunge
- Sanctify yourselves
* 
Expect
- Tomorrow the Lord will do wonders 
* 
Experience it 
- It shall come to pass, as soon as … 
3:12, 13

 b. 
Edge of Jordan or Feet Forward in Faith.


Josh. 3:8 cf. v.13

a. Stay still until you See the movement of the Ark.
3:1-3

b. Space out from the Ark and Sanctify the people.
3:4- 6

c. Stand Still, then Step on the waters and leave the rest to God.
3:7-13

i. Stand Still and Let the Lord.


3:8 cf. Exo. 14:13, 14

ii. Listen and be Led.


3:9, 11

iii. Forward in Faith.


3:13, 15, 16 cf. I Jn. 5:4

c. 
Midst of Jordan or Be Buried.


Josh. 3:17

i) 
All the Israelites passed over on dry ground – Die to Death (sin)
Rom. 6.11; 8:13

ii) 
All the people were passed clean over Jordan – Bury the Bad in the river Bed.   
Rom. 6:18

d. 
Out of Jordan or Goodbye - no Going back.


Josh. 4:16-18, 19


  (In a way, certain things would be as before but with a difference):- 
4:18 


i. 
A New Commemoration – a memorial


4:7

· Twelve stones taken out from mid-Jordan as a visible memorial.
4:5-8 cf. 4:20-24

· Twelve stones placed in mid-Jordan as a hidden memorial.
4:9 ct. NIV

Summary: Pictorial Crossing of Jordan 
- "Cut-off": 

In Jordan

- Dead with Christ
}

In the midst of Jordan 

- Buried with Christ
} Rom. 6:2-11

Out of Jordan

- Raised with Christ
   Col. 2:11-13

ii.
A New Commencement at Gilgal.  They encamped in Gilgal

4:19

· Looking back, the Jordan waters flowed back, overflowing its banks.
4:18

· Looking forward, a new panorama spread before the people.
4:19

iii.
A New Commitment:
· The Rite of Circumcision Revived.
Josh. 5:2-8

· The Necessity:

The Circumcised males had died in the wilderness.
5:6, 7

The Covenant relationship must be revived among surviving males.
Gen. 17:9-14

· The Need

Their Reproach had Rolled away. (Gilgal = rolling)
5:9


Past Failures Forgiven and Forgotten. 

5: 9

Their Relationship Righted with God.

5:9

· The Ritual of Passover Renewed.
Josh. 5:10-12


Passover Feast observed for First time in the land.

5:10

· A Reminder of Redemption by blood. 

[Kept only the 3rd time; the second was at its 1st anniversary, Num .9:4, 5]

· Two Rituals of Circumcision and the Passover merged at Gilgal.
Cf. The 2 Ordinances.

· A Refreshing diet for the nation – fruit of the land took the pace of manna and corn.
5:11, 12

Promising Foretaste of the Fruit of the Land.

5.12


For the nation – a new life had begun: manna giving place to fruit, milk, honey and corn;


No more wandering in the desert, but a life of challenges ahead.

iii.
A New Challenge:



· The Conquest of Jericho and other cities.
 

5:13 cf. 24:11-13

· The Captain of Jehovah


5:14


The Revelation and Recognition of and Reverence for a new Commander.
Josh. 5:13-15

· He Appeared not as an Ally, but as an Authorised Commander-in-Chief.
5:14a

· Joshua Surrendered to His Sovereign Command and became His Servant
5:14b, 15
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