Kledang Community Chapel

18-20 May, 2012

Thematic Studies on

The Second Coming in the Thessalonians.

By KC Ung

Fri. 18 May
8.00p.m. – 10.00p.m. 
I.   Basic Rules in Interpreting Scripture & Prophecy

Sat. 19 May
5.00p.m. – 6.45p.m.
II.  The Rapture in I Thessalonians

Sun. 20  May 
5.00p.m. – 6.30p.m. 
III. The Rapture and Revelation in I Thes. 
 




8.00p.m. – 9.30p.m.
IV. The Revelation in II Thessalonians 

Text:  Tit. 2:13 (11-15)

Sun. 20 May
Lord’s Supper Ministry - The Year of the Dragon


Recapitulation: I. The Rapture
A. In I Thessalonians
1. I Thes. 1:9, 10
The People, Promise, Possibility, Purpose.

2. I Thes. 2:19-20 
Anticipation of Believers; Apostles’ Hope.

3. I Thes. 3:11-13 
Paul’s Personal Address; Paul’s Prayer; Paul’s Projected end

4. I Thes. 4:13-18 
Key Passage of The Rapture. The Participants; Person/s coming; The Process.

5. I Thes. 5:23, 24 
Sanctification of the whole Person, Preservation blameless for the Parousia;


The Promise:  Faithful is He that calleth you, who also will do it.

II. The Revelation in Thessalonians.
A.  In I Thes.  5:1-3 




      
1. The Day of the Lord 
I Thes. 5:1, 2-4
2. Darkness and Light contrasted.
I Thes. 5:4-12   


B. In II Thes.  1:7-12 (7, 10)


      
      
To the Anxious: Rest Assured that that Day has not Dawned. 

1. The Revelation of Jesus Christ – 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed.  II Thes. 1:7. 

apokalupsis = disclosure, appearing, manifestation.

a.  Angels will Accompany Him –
Jesus shall be revealed…with His mighty angels. 
1:7c  cf. Matt. 24:29-31; 25:31

b. The Glorified Saints will be by His Side.
II Thes. 1:10a     

i.  The O.T. Saints will come with Him. 
Mt. 27:52, 53; Jude 14b; Zech. 14:5

ii. The N.T. Saints (the Church) will come with Him. 
Rev. 19:14, 15 (19:8)

c. The Lord will come in Glory and the vengeance of God will fall on those who reject the Gospel: 


1:8, 9

i. The Person Coming.      1:7b; Mt. 24:30; 25:31

ii. The Purpose of His Coming:




· taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel…1:8, 9 cf. Isa. 61:2b

· To execute judgment upon…all that are ungodly…
Jude 15

· He should smite the nations: and He shall rule them. 
Rev. 19:15

· Cf. And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.
Mt. 24:22


d. Paul’s and the apostles’ Prayer for the believers until Christ is Revealed: 
1:11, 12

i. That our God may Count you worthy of His Calling, NIV       

ii. That His Power will help them fulfil their every Purpose and every Prompted 
act of their faith.

iii. That according to God’s and Christ’s Grace, the Lord may be Glorified in them and they in Him.

C. In II Thes.  2:1-12
1. The Revelation of Jesus Christ.
II Thes. 1:7 (above)
2. The Revelation of Antichrist.
II Thes. 2:1-12

a. The Clarification of the Confusion.
2:1-3a

i. Re: the King James’ translation – 
2:2

the Day of Christ = the day of the Lord, NIV

ii. Re: the Deception as attributed to Paul:
the day of the Lord has already come. 2:2, NIV

iii. Re: the Dawning of the Day of the Lord –  
Cf. Isa. 13:6, 9; Zeph. 1:14-16
(After the Rapture, cf. I Thes. 5:2, then the Great Tribulation, Millennium)


Coming Events preceding the Day of the Lord.
Three events must first happen.
2:3-7

There will first be… 
2:3b-7 

· The Rebellion – (apostasia) falling away.


The Rapture? – departure 

· The Revelation of the Man of Sin - Antichrist (I Jn. 2:18)
2:3b, NRSV


The Son of Perdition (KJV) – the one Destined/Doomed for Destruction (NRSV/NIV)  

Cf. Jn. 17:12; 6:70; Lk. 22:3; Acts 1:25



· The Removal of the Restraint against Lawlessness.
2:6, 7, NRSV

b. The Career of the Man of Sin who will be revealed.
2:4-12

i. He Poses himself as God in the Temple and Opposes all that God is. 
2:4

ii. He has Power to deceive the People:
2:9-12 
through counterfeiting miracles (NIV), signs, wonders, 
ct. Acts 2:22; Heb. 2:4

iii. Now, his Potential is restrained but he will be revealed in his time.  2:6, 7a
Who/What is this Restrainer?

· The Roman Empire/Satan/human governments?

· The Holy Spirit? – 


Objection because the neuter (“what withholdeth” is used here)  
2:6


But the neuter is also used of the Holy Spirit in Jn. 14:26, 15:26; 16:13, 14   

Cf. ho katechōn (mas) - He
2:6, 7

iv. Finally when the Restrainer is Removed, then he will be fully Revealed. 
2:7b, 8

How and when will the Restrainer be Removed?
Cf. The Restraining work of the Holy Spirit in the world now.


Gen 6:3a

Cf.  The Rapture of the Church Resided by the Spirit will see His “Removal” too.  I Cor. 3:16

c. The Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2:8
(Note: it is the Revelation and not Rapture)
i.  The Revelation of the Lawless one will Result in the Revelation of the Lord Jesus 

from heaven to Rescue His own elect Later. 
2:8; cf. 1:7 (-10); Mt. 24: 30, 31 (21, 22)
ii. The Coming of the Lord will then Consume the Lawless one.
2:8


with the Breath of his mouth…(with the spirit of his mouth, KJV)  2:8, NRSV


with the Brightness of his coming
2:8, KJV


3. The Conclusion by Paul and the Apostles.
2:13-17
This section (2:13-17)… forms a transition between Paul’s teaching on the Day of the Lord, 2:1-12

and his exhortations for present living in view of that day 
3:1-15 
a.  Their Thanksgiving: 
2:13-15

i. The believers were chosen of God for Salvation unto Sanctification.

2:13

ii. Through their Gospel they obtained the Glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2:14

iii. They were to stand Fast and Firmly hold on to what was taught them.

2:15

b. Their Tribute to the Lord and God, their Father. 
2:16, 17
i. He Who had given them everlasting Consolation and Good Hope through Grace

ii. Now Comfort their hearts, Consolidate their Word and Work until Christ Comes again. Amen
Conclusion:

Chapter 3 contains Paul’s exhortations to the Thessalonian Christians 
for present living in view of the Rapture.



II Thes. 3:5

And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.

Compare Paul’s exhortations to Titus:
The Day of Grace 
Tit. 2:11-15


(1) The Period – The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
2:11
(2) The Purpose – 
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 

we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world
2:12
(3) The Prospect – Looking for that blessed hope,




2:13a
(4) The Person –
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;  2:13b

(5) The Propitiation – Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity 2:14a
(6) The Purification – and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
2:14b
(7) The Preaching – These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority

2:15a
(8) Be Proud of this Grace – Let no man despise thee.
2:15b

I Thes. 5:23, 24


And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly;

and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body 
be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Faithful is He that calleth you, who also will do it.

Maranatha!

See You Again –

if not down here, Up above!
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