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Study 1
-
Going to Jerusalem and Getting out of Jerusalem.

Study 2
-
Moving back to Jerusalem
– Neh. 11

Study 3
-
The Back to Jerusalem Vision and Movement

Study 3
-
Back to Jerusalem Vision and Movement
Recapitulation of Study 1:

A.
Going to Jerusalem – The Roles of Jerusalem; The Road to Jerusalem.

B.
Getting out of Jerusalem – Disobedience in Jerusalem; Departure from Jerusalem.

C.
Gentiles taking over Jerusalem – Jerusalem Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.

Recapitulation of Study 2:

A.
The Grounds: The Background, Besetting Sins and the Back to Jerusalem Movement.
Neh. 11:1

B. 
The Guidelines: The Rulers, the Rest of the people, the Remnant and the Rural Dwellers
Neh.11:1-3

C. 
The Groupings.


Neh. 11:4-24
1. The Organised Groups Living in Jerusalem.



a. From the tribes of Judah and Benjamin: 468 and 928 
= 1396


11:4-6, 7-9

b. From the Priesthood: 1,192 priests and 284 Levites 
= 1476


11:10-14, 15-18

c. From the Others – 172 gatekeepers.
=   172


11:19



Forming a total of 3,044 men in all

11:4b-19
Application notes:

Note the following:

· Those who returned to Jerusalem:



11:1-3
· They were the Rulers who were the first to be involved in the Back to Jerusalem Movement. 

Elders and Leaders of the assembly should set the example. They need to have a Vision of Going from, and 
Back to Jerusalem. They need to set the mission and direction for their church to be involved in missions.

· They were the Rest, i.e. those chosen by lot to return to Jerusalem.


Those called of the Lord to go out to the mission field. When the Call comes, one needs to be obedient. 
· They were the “Remnant”, i.e. those who were not chosen by lot but volunteered to go. 

They are the professionals in our church who willingly serve the Lord as “tent-makers” where the Lord has 
placed them. Though not called specifically to be missionaries, they have a mission to fulfil.
· The “Rural dwellers” or those who stayed behind.


They are the ordinary members who stay back (almost nine-tenths of the people) to supply the needs of 
those serving in the front line and to support them in all ways that they can. They learn skills in their 
profession in order that they may help in the administration in church. They earn in order that they may 
give to the work and supports the Lord’s workers.
· Those who dwelled in Jerusalem



11:4-24

· Those from the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. They are the ordinary members of the assembly.

· Those from the priesthood, priests and Levites.


They are the spiritual leaders and active workers serving the Lord in the assembly. What is needed of them 
(as with the dwellers) is that they need to be “holy” even as the Lord is Holy, and to live holy lives even as 
they live in Jerusalem, the holy city of God. Holy hands are needed to serve the Lord.
· Those who were the gatekeepers (or porters in KJV). 

They might not perform eye-catching tasks; nevertheless, they are essential to the service of the temple. 
These are seemingly insignificant, but important and responsible members of the assembly, who are needed 
to do all the other tasks in connection with service in the assembly. They are important “helps” (I Cor. 
12:28) who “serve tables” (Acts 6:2) to leave others free to teach the Word.
2. The Occupants in Villages of Judah and Benjamin.

Neh. 4:25-36
a. Those of Judah Settled in 17 towns as far south as Beersheba unto the Hinnom valley. 
11: 25-30, 27 

b. Those of Benjamin Stayed in 15 places north of Judah. 
11:31-35
c. The Nethinims Set up house on the hill of Ophel in the city that led north to the temple.
11:21 cf. 3:26
Application notes:

Note the following:
· Those outside of Jerusalem stayed in various villages …
· From Beersheba in the south to Geba in the north of Jerusalem. 

They correspond to members of the assembly who are prepared to be relocated or dislocated in order to 
establish new homes outside their assembly district and to open new places of testimony for the Lord 
away from their “mother” church 

· North of Judah.

This cover a region demarcated by our Lord to be witnesses unto Him both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judaea, (Acts 1:8) and hopefully from there to Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. This is 
a challenge to the local believers to spread from their home assemblies to the regions beyond. 
· The Nethinims encamped north of the temple – they were where they were wanted most, near the Temple. They were probably the water carriers who carried water from the pools nearby to the temple for use by the priests, etc, serving in the temple.
· Today’s church also needs workers and “helps” (I Cor. 12:28) who are prepared to sacrifice promotions that require them to be transferred to further away places, etc. in order that  they might continue serving in the local assembly.  They are the faithful few who recognise their need and are prepared to stay on.

The PBJMV:  The Problems faced by the Movement:

1. Ethnic tensions between the Han Chinese and other groups.

How does that play out in cross-cultural missions? – 


The Han Humility speaks very Highly vis-à-vis the Gospel.

[Extracts in boxes below are from an interview with P. Hattaway recorded in Christianity Today. 

Visit: http://www.ctlibrary.com/ct/2004/april/5.84.html]

That's perceived as one of the major obstacles in seeing this vision become a reality. Many people tell me that, for example, the Chinese can never reach Tibetans. But I've come to see firsthand that that's not true. If the Chinese (Han) believer is truly humble and broken, it can actually be a powerful witness for the Lord, because he comes from the so-called oppressor group, the Han. I'm thinking of several testimonies of Han who have gone into Tibetan areas, and now there is a Tibetan house church. The Tibetans saw a love and meekness in these believers that they had never seen before from the Han ethnic group.

2. Are the churches aware of this issue as they train their missionaries?

A lot of them are learning as they go—by error, unfortunately. A lot of them are quite gung ho, sure they are going to have great success, and they find out that just doesn't happen. It's not quite as easy as they expected. Many of the evangelists and missionaries are then forced to examine what's going on and what needs to be done to have an effective ministry. But I'm quite encouraged in some respects. Those working with Muslims, in particular, are really growing and learning. I might add that the Chinese Christians believe generally that it's much more difficult to reach the Buddhist world than it is to reach the Muslim world.

3. Extraordinary events. Do the house-church leaders see miracles and signs as central to their witness?

a. The Place of Miracles – not essential to the work, but may be a natural reaction to gospel preaching.

b. The Proclamation of the gospel to the lost is their focus – with the Lord giving miraculous Proofs frequently. They believe that miracles are not for inside the church but for those who lack faith out on the street. 

c. The Passion for souls – Connecting the lost for Christ is an overwhelming force in their ministry. Many evangelists in rural areas greet each other with the question, "How many people have you led to Christ today?”
They don't see miracles as essential to their work; they see them as a natural reaction to preaching the gospel. Even in the house churches, there are many different groups and beliefs. But generally speaking, the Chinese don't focus on miracles at all. They focus on proclaiming the gospel to the lost. And when they proclaim the gospel to the lost, they find the Lord backing up his word with miracles frequently.

They believe that miracles are not for inside the church but for those who lack faith out on the street. One brother is often challenged with the question, "Why don't we see miracles in the West like you do in China?" These days he's come to ask, "Are you really proclaiming the gospel for the lost humanity of the world?"

You really have to live with Chinese believers to see that reaching the lost is an overwhelming force in their ministry. Many evangelists in rural areas greet each other with the question, "How many people have you led to Christ today?"— not in the last six or twelve months, but today.

For more information, visit the website www.BacktoJerusalem.com.
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4. Exciting New Developments in this Movement.

a. Opportunities have opened up in eight different countries throughout the 10/40 window.

The Chinese Church have been preparing and training for service through seminars, DVDs and videos.
Many inside China continue to receive training in preparation for service outside the country, thousands of house church believers are learning about the call to missionary service for the first time through the use of seminars, DVDs and videos, and in a short space of time opportunities for Chinese Christians have opened up in eight different countries throughout the 10/40 window. People helping establish places and positions for workers to go have been traveling extensively throughout this year, building relationships with the Body of Christ in various nations and, through prayer and sharing, seeing bridges built which are facilitating the Chinese Church in their quest to send believers to the neediest places with the message of salvation.

Of particular interest at the moment, and something we ask prayer for, is the completion of a tremendous teaching series in Mandarin Chinese, which deals with every aspect of equipping believers for missionary service. This series, consisting of hundreds of hours of outstanding teaching, has been made with house church representatives inside China overseeing the entire process. Those close to the project are excited about the impact the teaching will make, as it is unlike anything else available up to this time. Please pray the project will be completed soon, and that it will greatly assist the Back to Jerusalem vision.

b. Opening of World’s Highest Railway to Tibet by China.
1-Jul-06
(AFP)

The first train on the world's highest railway arrived in Tibet early Sunday, linking the remote Himalayan region with the rest of China in a symbol of power that President Hu Jintao hailed as a "miracle." Hu Saturday launched the rail line at the mountain outpost of Golmud in China's far NW Qinghai province.   Tibet has been a major target for prayer and outreach among the Chinese house churches for many years. 
1-Jul-06    -    China Opens World’s Highest Railway to Tibet (AFP)

The first train on the world's highest railway arrived in Tibet early Sunday, linking the remote Himalayan region with the rest of China in a symbol of power that President Hu Jintao hailed as a "miracle." Hu Saturday launched the rail line at the mountain outpost of Golmud in China's far northwestern Qinghai province. He then cut a ceremonial red ribbon as the first train with about 900 passengers on board departed at 11:05 am for the 1,142-kilometer (708-mile) trip to the Tibetan capital of Lhasa. The train arrived at Lhasa Railway Station at 00:31 a.m. Sunday, the official Xinhua news agency reported. Another train departed Lhasa for Golmud moments after the first train departed Golmud amid carefully choreographed dancing at the station by Tibetan and Han Chinese in traditional costumes, with all the events broadcast on state-run TV. 
The trains, with extra oxygen pumped into the Canadian-built cabins to prevent passengers from suffering altitude sickness, will traverse a mountain pass sitting 5,072 meters (16,737 feet) above sea level as they follow the Tibetan plateau. 

Tibet has been a major target for prayer and outreach among the Chinese house churches for many years. Although this new train line has been strongly criticized in the Western media as likely to destroy Tibetan culture, on the positive side it will greatly benefit the many evangelists working in Tibet, and increase the opportunities for more Tibetans to hear about Jesus for the first time. Pray God would save many Tibetans to himself in the near future, and that Tibet would soon have a strong indigenous Church.

c. ReOpening of Historic Border Pass with India after 44 Years 
6-Jul-06  (AP)

The opening of the 4,300 meter-high Nathu La pass between India's N.E. state of Sikkim and China's Tibet region (after decades of mutual suspicion rooted in a 1962 border war, and once part of the famed Silk Road) was the latest in a string of measures India and China have taken in recent years to improve ties. The pass has modern facilities, bank, internet cafe and ATM - the last two thought to be the highest in the world. 
6-Jul-06 - China Reopens Historic Border Pass with India after 44 Years.

 (As Indian and Chinese officials reopened a famed Silk Road pass high in the Himalayas 44 years after it was shut by war, in a ceremony on Thursday marked by brass bands that sent festive notes swirling into mountain mists. The opening of the Nathu La pass was the latest in a string of measures India and China have taken in recent years to improve ties and end decades of mutual suspicion rooted in a 1962 border war. The 4,300 meter-high pass, once part of the famed Silk Road, lies between India's northeastern state of Sikkim and China's Tibet region. While trade through Nathu La will be duty-free, Indian exports are limited for now to an approved 29 commodities, mostly food items. The Chinese traders are restricted to bringing in 15 types of goods, including goat and sheep skins, wool and herbs. The pass has been thoroughly modernized ahead of the opening with customs facilities, bank, internet cafe and ATM - the last two thought to be the highest in the world. Two other smaller passes between in India and China have been open for some time, but neither generates the kind of trade that officials hope will one day pour through Nathu La.  (Associated Press)

d. Opting for a Railway Network to Link Asia
11 Nov. 2006 (The Star. Pg. W36)
Busan (South Korea): Eighteen Asian nations yesterday signed an agreement to integrate the continent into a single railway network moving a step closer to realizing a decade-old dream. The inter-governmental agreement on establishing the Trans-Asia Railway (TAR) network aims to promote trade and balanced development in the world’s fastest growing continent.

The 81,000km network, first mooted by the UN back in 1960, is also dubbed the “Iron Silk Road” after the ancient trade route. It would link capitals and industrial hubs across 28 Asian counties all the way to Europe. The railway network will ease international trade and create the “conditions for shared prosperity,” Kim )the Unescap executive secretary) told the signatories. He said earlier in the day TAR would “link the hinterland areas in the deep interior of the Asian continent with Asia’s bustling maritime cities and European markets.” Twelve of the world’s 30 land-locked countries are in Asia. “These linkages will provide seamless connectivity through transport arteries to Asian ports and European markets,” Kim said. (AFP)
5. *The Korean Experience or The Mission to “Go Forth from Jerusalem” Challenge.
Acts 1:8
a. Korean Assemblies Growth or The Mission to Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria.

	Distribution of Assemblies in Korea
	No. of New Assemblies
	Total No. of Assemblies 

	1970’s
	(23)
	42

	1980’s
	73
	115

	1990’s
	99
	214

	2000’s
	28
	242

	2006
	?
	(239)


b. Korean Missionaries Overseas or the Mission to the Uttermost parts of the Earth.

i. The Church now has missionaries in Thailand, Cambodia, Philippines, Nepal, Vietnam and Myanmar.

ii. It also has missionaries working among Koreans in Australia, New Zealand, USA, Germany, etc.
iii. Their missionaries also work among Foreign Migrant workers and students in Korea. They now have 140 believers from 8 different countries, viz. Mongolia (1), Iran (1), Russia (2), Nepal (1), Philippines (5), Indonesia (4), China (125) and Pakistan (1).

iv. The Korean Church now has missionaries in Thailand (Chiengmai, Maechan,Sensuk, Bangkok), Cambodia (Siem Reap); Philippines (Cebu, Gamotes, Bohol Islands, Illo); Nepal (Se Nepal, Kathmandu, Undorhaan); Vietnam (among Refugees); Myanmar (now being trained in Thailand).
v. It also has missionaries to work among the Koreans in Australia (Sydney); New Zealand (Auckland), USA, Germany, etc.

vi. It also has missionaries to work among Foreign Migrant workers and students in Incheon Yinsoo, Osan, Ansan Dongbu, Dae Myung Dong, Pusan Yunje Assemblies); Incheon Yunsoo Assembly. They now have 140 believers from 8 different countries, viz. Mongolia (1), Iran (1), Russia (2), Nepal (1), Philippines (5), Indonesia (4), China (125) and Pakistan (1).


* The above is extracted from papers given out at the Asia Pacific Brethren Conference on Missions 2006 at
Yonsei University's Wonju Campus, Wonju City, Korea

D.
The Giving to the Levites


Neh. 11:18, 20, 36

1. They were in the holy city of Jerusalem.
Neh. 11:18

2. They were in the rural cities of Judah and Benjamin.
Neh. 11:20, 36

3. They were responsible for the collection of tithes for Jehovah in (1) and (2) above.
Neh. 10:37-39

Having Paid their Tithes of their Persons (to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem) 
Neh. 11:1


arrangements were made to ensure that they paid the Tithes of their Properties. 


Thus, the Levites were stationed both in Jerusalem and in the cities to collect the tithes.


Earlier, they had sealed a covenant with God that they would pay all their tithes:
Neh. 10:37-39


And that we should bring the firstfruits of our dough, and our offerings, and the fruit of all manner of 
trees, of wine and of oil, unto the priests, to the chambers of the house of our God; and the tithes of our 
ground unto the Levites, that the same Levites might have the tithes in all the cities of our tillage.

And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the Levites, when the Levites take tithes: and the Levites 
shall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the house of our God, to the chambers, into the treasure house.


For the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall bring the offering of the corn, of the new wine, 
and the oil, unto the chambers, where are the vessels of the sanctuary, and the priests that minister, and 
the porters, and the singers: and we will not forsake the house of our God.

For us today …

· Let us go back to Jerusalem, have its vision and be involved in its mission of witnessing to the uttermost parts of the world before the Lord comes:


And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; 


and then shall the end come. 
Matt. 24:14
· Let us pay the Tithes of our Persons and Property that the Back to Jerusalem Vision and Mission 

may be realised and the world have the opportunities to listen to the Good News of the Gospel at least once 
before the Lord comes. 

Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? 

In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.


 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, 
saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it.

Conclusion: Three Challenges go out to the local Christian Church today:

1) Do we have a Vision and a Mission Programme to set Direction for our church?

2) Do we involve the members in Mission Awareness, Interest, Support and Giving?

3) How are we related to the neighbours around us, our Community, the Persecuted Church elsewhere and the Current developments in the Middle-east and in the world? 
