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Study 1
-
Going to and Getting out of Jerusalem
Intro. : 
Jerusalem is a Stumbling Stone to all nations of the world –

 it was, it has been and will ever be until Christ comes.   
Zech. 12:3

And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it.


Yet, Jerusalem will not tumble because it features significantly in God’s programme for the world.

What is so special about Jerusalem?

I. Going to Jerusalem
Intro. God called the children of Israel out of Egypt in order that they might:-

1) Worship Him – Let my people go, that they may hold a feast
Exo. 5:1

2) Work for Him – Let my people go, that they may serve me
Exo. 7:16; 8:1, 20; 9:1, 13; 10:3

3) Witness to Him – 
 

a) Now these are the Commandments…which the LORD your God commanded 
Deut. 6:1


to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess it:

Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen:
cf. Isa. 43:10

… before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me…


I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour. 
Isa. 43:12

… therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, that I am God.
b) For this Cause, they were led out of Egypt ultimately to settle in Jerusalem:
Deut. 6:23 


And he brought us out from thence, that he might bring us in, to give us the land

 which he sware unto our fathers.


And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: 
cf. Zech. 8:8


and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness.


Thus Jerusalem was, and will always be, meaningful to Israel. 


Consider then …

A. The Roles of Jerusalem
1. Its  Denotation

a. 1st mention: “Salem” in One particular incident.


Gen. 14:18 cf. Psa. 76:2 

i. Melchizedek was connected with it.

· Melchizedek had a historical and a typical concept.
Gen. 14:18 cf. Heb. 7:1-3


· Cf. Jerusalem also with an earthly and heavenly concept.


Lam. 2:15 cf. Rev. 21:2

ii. Meaning of “Salem”: = “founded by (god) Shalem” or “peace”, cf. shalom. 
Heb. 7:2
b. 1st. Occurrence of Jerusalem: [811 times (OT, 667; N.T., 144)]
Josh. 10:1

i. Its Associations with kings:

· Historically with King Adonizedek, who with 4 kings, Attacked Joshua over Gibeon.  Josh. 10:1-5ff

· Typically with Melchizedek a foreshadow pointing to Christ.
Heb. 7:3

· Eschatologically with the King, the Lord of hosts.
Zech. 14:17

ii. Its Annotation: A dual form, probably referring to Zion and Moriah on which it was built.

c. Other names of Jerusalem:

i. Its symbolical term, Ariel = the hearth of God.
Isa. 29:1

ii. Its poetical and political term, Zion (or Sion) – used more of the Temple hill.
II Sam. 5:7
It is also a religious term of the city. Cf. the “Psalms of Zion”.

Psa. 

 HYPERLINK "about:blanksteplinkto4%2019%2048:1-19%2048:14" 48, 76; 84; 87, 132
iii. Its aboriginal term, Jebus = trodden, i.e., threshing place.
Jud. 19:10; I Ch. 11:4, 5


Cf. II Sam. 5:6
2. Its Designations

a. Spiritually, The City of God.



i. The LORD loveth the gates of Zion…Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. Psa. 87:2, 3
ii. There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God. 
Psa. 46:4, 5
b. Politically, The City of David – the Capital of David’s kingdom:

i. After David’s Coronation, he led his men to Capture Jerusalem.
2 Sam. 5:1-10 (5:7, 9)


ii. God made an everlasting Covenant with the house of David here.
2 Sam. 7:16
iii. Solomon Completed the Temple, God’s dwelling place, here.
1 Kings 8:13
c. Ecclesiastically, The Church of Christ – the Heavenly Jerusalem, the Bride of Christ.
Rev. 21:2

B. The Road to Jerusalem

1. The Course set for Jerusalem – When  Israel came out of Egypt, they were heading for Jerusalem:
a. It was the City of God’s Choice.

But unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose out of all your tribes to put his name there, even unto his habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come:
Deut. 12:5


Cf. Jerusalem, the city which the LORD did choose out of all the tribes of Israel, to put his name there.


I Kgs. 11:32; 14:21

b. It was the City where God’s people would Congregate to worship Him.
When all Israel is come to appear before the LORD thy God in the place 
which he shall choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their hearing.
Deut. 31:11
Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God
 in the place which he shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, 
and in the feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD empty:
Deut. 16:15, 16
i. Solomon built God’s Temple here – the temple that Solomon built in Jerusalem.
I Chr. 6:10
ii. Ezra rebuilt the Temple here 
…the temple that is in Jerusalem, and let the house of God be builded in his place.
Ezra 5:15

iii. Ct. Jesus directed true worship away from the Temple and here.

Jn. 4:21

Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, 



when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.
2. The Campaign for Jerusalem.
a. The Crossing of the Red Sea, and River Jordan (40 years later).

Exo. – Josh.


b. The Conflicts in, and Conquests, for the Promised Land.

Joshua

c. The Coronation of David, Jerusalem Captured and Temple Constructed.

See # I. A. 2b 


the city of David…and the house of the LORD, and the wall of Jerusalem round about.
I Kgs. 3:1
II. Getting Out of Jerusalem

A. The Disobedience in Jerusalem.

1. The Declension into idolatry and worship of other gods.
II Chr. 24:18


They left the house of the LORD God of their fathers, and served groves and idols: 

and wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this their trespass.
2. The Depravity of sin and transgression.
II Chr. 36:14-16

Moreover all the chief of the priests, and the people, transgressed very much after all the abominations 
of the heathen; and polluted the house of the LORD which he had hallowed in Jerusalem.
3. The Disobedience to heed God’s prophets and keep the Sabbath of the land 
II Chr. 36:15-21

a. They did not Heed God’s prophets.

36:16

They mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, 


until the wrath of the LORD arose against his people, till there was no remedy.


b. They did not Keep the Land Sabbath:

36:21


To fulfil the word of the LORD… until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths:


for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years.


B. The Departure from Jerusalem.

1. The Razing of Jerusalem and deportation from Jerusalem for 70 years.

II Chr. 36:19-21

They burnt the house of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem…

and them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon…

2. The Yearning for Jerusalem.
Psa. 137:1, 5, 6, NIV


By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion… 


If I forget you, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its skill. May my tongue


cling to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember you, if I do not consider Jerusalem my highest joy.
3. The Determining of the years out of Jerusalem.
Jer. 25:11, 12; 29:10

And this whole land shall be a desolation… and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.

And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of Babylon.

…That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you…in causing you to return to this place
III. Gentiles taking over Jerusalem

Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.
Lk. 21:24
A. The Jerusalem yesterday.  (From Cyrus to the Christ.)
1. The Rebuilding of the Temple of Jerusalem under Cyrus.
Ezra  1:1, 3; 5:2, 17; 6:15

2. The Reconstruction of the Wall of Jerusalem under Artaxerxes.
Neh. 2:1-8; 6:15

3. The Resettlement of Jerusalem under Nehemiah.
Neh. 11
See Study 2

B. The Jerusalem today.  (From the Christ to His 2nd Coming)


1. The Rejection by, and of, Jerusalem.
Mt. 23:37, 38


O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, 
how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!  Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.
2. The Revealed command to wait in Jerusalem for the promise of the Spirit…
Acts 1:4, 5 

(Jesus) commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait
 for the promise of the Father…for… ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.
… and the birth of the Church.
Acts  2:1, 4

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.


And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.
3. The Razing of Jerusalem in 70A.D. and its desolation.
Mt. 23:38, 39


Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, 


till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
4. The Rallying call to the Church to Witness from Jerusalem outwards.
Acts 1:8, See Study 3.

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

C. The Jerusalem tomorrow.  (From Christ’s 2nd Coming to the Consummation.)
1. The Recovery of Israel back to Jerusalem from the four corners of the earth.
Isa. 11:11, 12

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.
2. The Retribution for Israel in Jerusalem.
Eze. 22:18-22
.

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye are all become dross, behold, therefore I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem, so will I gather you in mine anger and in my fury, and I will leave you there, and melt you. Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye shall be melted in the midst thereof… and ye shall know that I the LORD have poured out my fury upon you.

3. The Roll call to Nations to gather against Jerusalem to do battle.
Zech. 14:2-3

For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.
4. The Return of the Messiah to Jerusalem.
Zech. 14:4, 5; Mt. 23:39


Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.

And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east… 
and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.
5. The Restoration of Jerusalem to glory

Isa. 24:23 cf. 2:2-4; 60:19

Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the LORD of hosts
 shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously.

a. The earthly Jerusalem shall be God’s Throne.
Jer. 3:17, 18

At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem…In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come together … to the land that I have given for an inheritance unto your fathers.
i. The Lord’s Millennial Reign on earth with Jerusalem as the capital.
Zech. 14:8, 9


And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem…


And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one.
ii. The last Rebellion of Satan against the Saints and the beloved city, Jerusalem.
Rev. 20:7-9

And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, And shall go out to   deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.

b. The earthly Jerusalem Terminated to give place to a new heaven and a new earth.
Rev. 20:7-9; 21:1

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth 
were passed away; and there was no more sea.
c. The heavenly Jerusalem shall Take over as Christ’s Bride!
Rev. 21:1, 2

 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
d. Thus, Jerusalem shall be the Great City, the holy Jerusalem as it was designated to be!
Rev. 21:10, 11ff
And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain,
and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem,
descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of God:
and her light was like unto a stone most precious,
even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;…
The Holy City

Last night I lay a sleeping, There came a dream so fair,
I stood in old Jerusalem Beside the temple there.
I heard the children singing, And ever as they sang,
Methought the voice of angels From Heav’n in answer rang; (x2)
“Jerusalem! Jerusalem! Lift up your gates and sing,
Hosanna in the highest Hosanna to your King!”
And then methought my dream was chang’d, The streets no longer rang,
Hush’d were the glad hosannas The little children sang.
The sun grew dark with mystery, The morn was cold and chill,
As the shadow of a cross arose Upon a lonely hill. (x2)
“Jerusalem! Jerusalem! Hark! how the angels sing,
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna to your King.”
And once again the scene was chang’d, New earth there seem’d to be,
I saw the Holy City Beside the tideless sea;
The light of God was on its streets, The gates were open wide,
And all who would might enter, And no one was denied.
No need of moon or stars by night, Or sun to shine by day,
It was the new Jerusalem, That would not pass away. (x2)
“Jerusalem! Jerusalem! Sing, for the night is o’er!
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna for evermore!” (x2)
