The Way of the Father 

Study 1
The Ways of Jeroboam and Nadab
By KC Ung

Intro. : 

There are at least FIVE fathers whose Walk and Ways have been singled out to have been followed by their children and posterity. The children Walked according to the Ways of their Fathers according to the Good or the Bad Role Models their fathers set for them. These examples are referred to as Walking in “the Way of their Father”. 

The Five are as Follows: -

(A) Nadab walked in the way of his father, Jeroboam I.
I Kgs. 15:25, 26

(B) Jehoshaphat walked in all the ways of his father Asa.
I Kgs. 22:41-43
(C) Ahaziah walked in the way of his father Ahab, and the way of his mother, Jezebel
I Kgs. 22:51-53
(D) Amon walked in all the way that his father (Manasseh) walked in
II Kgs. 21:20, 21

(E) Josiah walked in the way of his father David.
II Kgs. 22:1, 2

A. Nadab walked in the way of his father, Jeroboam  I
I Kgs. 15:25, 26

2 kings of Israel were named Jeroboam – the 1st. and the 14th:

· Jeroboam I reigned from 931-910BC
I Kgs. 11:26-14:20; II Chr. 10:1-13:20

· Jeroboam II reigned from 782-753BC.
II Kgs. 14:23-29


5 rulers of Israel followed the way of Jeroboam I.

· Nadab the son of Jeroboam…walked in the way of his father (Jeroboam)
I Kgs, 15:25, 26

· Baasha the son of Ahijah…walked in the way of Jeroboam.

I Kgs. 15:33, 34; 16:2

· Zimri … walking in the way of Jeroboam.

I Kgs. 16:18, 19

· Omri … walked in all the way of Jeroboam.

I Kgs. 16:26

· Ahaziah the son of Ahab … walked… in the way of Jeroboam

I Kgs. 22:52

1. The Way of Jeroboam = may the people increase/the people will contend.
I Kgs. 11:26 (1st occ.)
a. A divinely Hand-picked Heir who Could have been what God wanted him to be

i. He was to Replace Solomon because of his idolatry.
11:9-13

· Solomon started Well with Wisdom and Wealth.
I Kgs. 3:9, 12, 13

· Solomon Wrote Well with his Writings in the scriptures.
I Kgs. 4:32

· He wrote three thousand proverbs cf. his book of Proverbs.

· He wrote 1,005 songs cf. his Song of Songs as the best.

· With his Wisdom and experience, he wrote his book of Ecclesiastes. 

· But Solomon loved the Wrong 700 Wives and 


300 concubines who led him into adultery and idolatry.
I Kgs. 11:1-8

· And God had to Waive Wayward Solomon from his plans. I Kgs. 11:9-13

ii. He Rose from a Servant to Superintendent, and could have been a godly king.
11:11, 28, 31
iii. This was Relayed to him by prophet Ahijah.
11:29-39

iv. Even Rehoboam was Stopped from toppling him.
12:22-24

b. But he Chose to be what he wanted to be.
12:25-33

i. He Sinned greater than Solomon in idolatry.

· He Allured Israel from God’s Person to his alternative golden gods.
12:28

· He devised Alternative Places for the Worship of God.
12:28-30

· He Appointed an alternative Priesthood.
12:31; 13:33, 34

· He Arranged an alternative Feast for the People.
12:32-33

ii. His Sinful lifestyle would be known as the Way of Jeroboam!
15:25, 26, 34; 22:15

· Way of Jeroboam (5 occ.)

I Kgs. 15:34, 16:19, 26, 31; 22:52 

· Sin or sins of Jeroboam  (16 ref.)


I Kgs. 14:16; 15:30; 16:19, 31; II Kgs. 3:3; 10:29, 31; 13:2, 6, 11; 14:24; 15:9, 18, 24, 28; 17:22

c. So he would suffer the Consequences of what he Chose to be.
13:1-10

i. The Prophecy against Jeroboam’s Folly.
13:1-3

· The Altar he built would be Defiled and Destroyed.
13:2-3 cf. II Kgs. 23:15

· His Acts would bring Disaster to his Dynasty.
14:1-10-16 cf. 15:27, 28

ii. The Proof that it would be Fulfilled.
13:4-6 cf. II Kgs. 23:15, 16

iii. The Prophet’s Firm stand against Corruption and Compromise.
13:7-10

d. The Conclusion of Jeroboam – God struck him dead.


i. Ahijah’s Admonitions Arising from Abijah’s (Jeroboam’s son’s) sickness.
I Kgs. 14:1-20

The Acts of Jeroboam chronicled in the Accounts of the kings.
I Kgs. 14:19

ii. Abijah’s (Rehoboam’s son’s, 12:16) Address to Jeroboam.
II Chr. 13:1-20

· His Admonition of Jeroboam’s Alternative Abominations.
13:4-9, 12b

· Ct. Judah’s Adherence to the Acts (laws) of Jehovah.
13:10-12a

iii. Jeroboam’s Ambush of, and Attack against, Judah.
13:13-14a

iv. Judah’s Alarm, and consequent Aid from Jehovah – Jeroboam struck dead!
13:14b-20

2. The Way of Nadab.
I Kgs. 15:25-31
a. The Second king of Israel after the Split of the Kingdom.
15:25

b. The Son of Jeroboam Walked in the Way of his father and in his sin.
15:26

c. The Sins of the Father came upon the son:

i. He continued the Pattern of idolatry set by his father. 
15:26

ii. He would bear the Punishment of his father’s Provocation of God.
15:30

iii. Ahijah’s Prophetic word was that his father’s Posterity would be wiped out.
cf. 14:10-14

d. He was Slain by Baasha, thus, fulfilling Ahijah’s Prophecy.
15:27-29

Con: Like father, like son.
Study 2 - (B) Jehoshaphat walked in all the ways of his father Asa.
I Kgs. 22:41-43
