The Way of the Father 

Study 2
The Way of Jehoshaphat

I Kgs. 22:41-50; II Chr. 17:1-21:1

By KC Ung

Intro. :

Five Fathers whose Walk and Ways were Followed by their descendants. 

They Walked in the Way of their Father:
See Study 1


Jehoshaphat walked in the way of his father Asa.
II Chr. 20:31-33

I.
Jehoshaphat’s Walk

A. His NAme - Jehoshaphat = Yahweh judges
15:24; 22:41; Mt. 1:8
1. Ahab, king of Israel (874-853 BC) was his contemporary. He was the 4th king of Judah (circa 873-849 BC).  

After Rehoboam (I Kgs. 14:21), Abijah (14:31; 15:1-5) and Asa (15:8, 9, 14, 15)

2. Asa (= created/healer) was his father, and his mother was Azubah (= forsaken)
I Kgs. 22:42; II Chr. 20:31

3. At Age 35, he Ascended the throne and reigned 25 years.
I Kgs. 22:42; II Chr. 20:31
4. All he did was right in the eyes of the Lord: nevertheless…
1 Kings 22:43; 2 Chr. 20:32, 33

B. His Notable Reign

1. He Walked in the Way of his Forefather, David

a. David’s “First Ways”  - first ways of his father David
II Chr. 17:3

in his early years he walked in the ways of his father (NIV) cf.  in the earlier ways of his father (NRSV)

i. Negatively, he sought not Baalim; he walked not after the doings of Israel.
17:3b, 4b

ii. Positively, he sought his father’s God and walked in His commandments.
17:4a


Question: Was he brought up and taught by his mother, Azubah? 
II Chr. 20:31cf. II Kgs. 22:1

	b.    David’s First Vows or a Ruler’s Resolve.  Psa. 101

	i.
	His Personal Integrity – 

to Regulate his Behaviour in his House with a perfect Heart
	101:1-4
	ii.
	His Public Integrity – 

to Rule Blamelessly his land with those who walked in a perfect way to serve him.
	101:5-8

	· 
	By Emphasizing Worship.
	101:1
	· 
	By Evicting unFriendly neighbours.
	101:5

	· 
	By Exercising Wisdom.
	101:2a
	· 
	By Encouraging Faithful ministers.
	101:6

	· 
	By Establishing his Walk.
	101:2b, c
	· 
	By Excluding False followers.
	101:7

	· 
	By Eschewing Wickedness.
	102:3, 4
	· 
	Be Eradicating Fiendish evildoers.
	101:8


2. He Walked in the way of his father, Asa.
II Chr. 20:32; I Kgs. 22:43

Note: David’s Walk was reflected in Asa’s and Jehoshaphat’s Walk.

	a. 
	Both Walked in the way of David and 

Both Worked that which was right in the sight of the Lord.


	I Kgs. 15:11


	I Kgs. 22:43

II Chr. 17:3; 20:32

	b. 
	Both purified Worship early in their reign by introducing religious reforms.

Both removed the sodomites and all the idols in the land.


	II Chr. 14:2-5

I Kgs. 15:12
	II Chr.  17:6-9; 19:3, 4, 8-11

I Kgs. 22:46

	c. 
	Both emphasised the Word of the Law and commandments of God and led the nation to know and obey them.

J.  introduced a system of public instruction for the whole land.  

i) He appointed a Commission of princes, Levites and priests, to go from City to city to instruct the people. 

ii) He Committed instruction on sound morals and healthy religious life based on “the book of the law of Yahweh”


	II Chr. 14:4
	II Chr. 17:7-9 cf. 4

	d. 
	Both, with relatively no War during the greater part of their reign, 

fortified and strengthened their cities, and had a peaceful reign.


	15:18, 19; 14:5c-8
	17:5, 10-13



	e. 
	Both left it to God to Wage their battles: Asa with the Ethiopians; 

Jehoshaphat with the Moabites, and Ammonites.


	14:9 (11)-15
	20:1 (3-12, 13) – (15, 17) 25

	f. 
	Both were Weak in following God to the fullest. Both had their “yet”, “Nevertheless”; “Howbeit”

Both they did not remove the high places totally. This might be due to the Ahab-Jehoshaphat alliance in the case of Jehoshaphat. 

For Jehoshaphat, he had God’s “Nevertheless”!


	15:17 cf. 15:16

16:12

I Kgs. 15:14, 15;

II Chr. 15:17
	20:33 

ct. 19:3

	g. 
	However, both Won acknowledgement from God for their overall faithfulness to Him: -

i) Of Asa, it was said, And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord,         II Chr. 15:17; I Kgs. 15:11
ii) Of Jehoshaphat, it was said: And the LORD was with Jehoshaphat, 

      because he walked in the first ways of his father David and sought not unto Baalim;      
     But sought to the LORD God of his father, and walked in his commandments, 

     and not after the doings of Israel.                                                                                         II Chr. 17:3, 4
 Nevertheless, there are good things found in thee in that thou… 

     hast prepared thine heart to seek God…                                                                                II Chr. 19:3

iii) Cf. David, God said: I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart,   Acts 13: 22
      who shall fulfil all my will.          




II.
Jehoshaphat’s Ways.
II Chr. Chs. 17-20

Apart from the above where Jehoshaphat shared a common walk with his father, he had his own Ways

A. He Walked in the Way that honoured God.
cf. I Kgs. 15:24; 22:41-50
Jehoshaphat emerges from the sacred record, esp. from 2 Chr. 17-20 

as one of godly dedication to the covenant purposes of the Lord.

II Chr. 17:4

a. His Public Instructions. 

See #2c above 

b. His Judicial Institutions. 

II Chr. 19:5-11

He appointed judges to preside over courts of appeal of common pleas. 
a. A civil court, presided by leading nobles as judges in all fortified cities of Judah. 
19:5-7
i. They were to be Headed by a leading layman, a ruler of the house of Judah.

19:11

ii. They were to take Heed to the advice to…
· Judge For the LORD, not for man. He is with you in the judgment

19:6
· Judge in the Fear of the LORD that there be no injustice or partiality or bribery.
19:7, NIV

b. An ecclesiastical court presided by priests, Levites and heads of Israelite families in Jerusalem. 
19:8
i. In Charge over them would be the high priest. 

19:11
ii. The Charge to them:
· Fear the Lord – serve Him faithfully and wholeheartedly.

19:9

· Follow the Lord; do not trespass against Him.

19:10

B. He Warned the Judges to follow the Ways of Jehovah.

1. To Live up to God’s Character.


There is no iniquity with the LORD our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts.
19:7

2. To Act with Courage and may the LORD be with those who do well.

19:11, NIV
III.
Jehoshaphat’s Weaknesses
1. His Alliance with Ahab – Ct. his father’s alliance with Syria (I Chr. 16:2-9)
II Chr. 18:1, 3
a. The Ceasing of Civil war between Israel and Judah.

I Kgs. 22:44 ct. 14:30

He had temporary peace; he failed to recognise the long-term results of his decisions.


b. The Cementing of the Compromise between the two through marriage.

II Chr. 18:1 cf. 19:2

Jehoram, his son, married Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel. 

c. The Confrontation with and the Campaign against Syria.
2 Ch. 18:1-3


Shortly after the marriage, Jehosphat. joined Ahab in a disastrous campaign against Syria.
 

i. Results of the Campaign: Ahab died and J. was saved by Divine intervention.

18:31-34

ii. Rebuked by the prophet Jehu.


19:1-3

iii. Revived his earlier reforms.


19:4-11

d. The Consequences of the Coalition.

i. Jehoshaphat Released his son, Jehoram to marry Ahab’s daughter, Athaliah.

II Kgs. 8:18

· And he (Jehoram) walked in the way of the kings of Israel, as did the house of Ahab:


for the daughter of Ahab was his wife: and he did evil in the sight of the LORD.
8:18

· And he (Ahaziah) walked in the way of the house of Ahab, and did evil in the sight of the LORD, 


as did the house of Ahab: for he was the son in law of the house of Ahab.

8:26, 27

· when Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, saw that her son was dead, 

she arose and destroyed all the seed royal.

11:1

· But Jehosheba, Ahaziah’s sister, Rescued Joash, Ahaziah’s son, and hid him   
11:2

ii. J’s Reluctance in Removing the vestiges of idolatry, inherited from his father.

I Kgs. 22:43

2. His Alliance with Ahaziah (son of Ahab)
2 Chr. 20:35-37; 1 Kings 22:48-49

a. The Person of Ahaziah. He did very wickedly.
20:35; I Kgs. 22:51-53

b. The Purpose: to carry on maritime commerce.
20:36

c. The Punishment: his ships destroyed.
20:37

3. His Alliance with Jehoram (also Joram, II Kgs. 8:16, son of Ahab)
II Kgs. 3:1 5-7-27 cf. I Kgs. 22:3, 4
a. He joined Jehoram, king of Israel, to Suppress the rebellion of the Moabites.

II Kgs. 3:7

b. Jehoshaphat, according to his custom, Sought the help of Yahweh through Elisha.

3:11 cf. 14
c.  The Moabites misJudged water for blood leading to their being Smitten.

3:22-24
d. Judah’s revulsion at Mesha’s horrific Sacrifice of his own Son were furious with Israel. 
3:27
IV.
Jehoshaphat’s Worth

A. Jehoshaphat’s Singular Victory (over the Moabites, etc.)
II Chr. 20:1-30, NIV
1. The Pleading before the Lord when threatened by the Moabites, Ammonites and some Meunites.
20:1-13

2. The Prophecy of victory by Jahaziel.

20:14-(15, 17) 19

3. The Praise in anticipation of victory.

20:20-25

4. The Prevailing Peace after the Victory.

20:26-30

B. Jehoshaphat’s Summarised Testimony.

1. And he walked in the way of Asa his father, and departed not from it, 

doing that which was right in the sight of the LORD.

II Chr. 20: 32
2. He sought the Lord with all his heart.

2 Chr. 22:9
