JALAN IMBI CHAPEL

Easter Ministry Meetings

14th to 16th April 2017

	14
	JIC
	The Sheep That Was Slain – Lev. 23:4-8

	15
	JIC
	The Firstfruits that were offered in the Feast – Lev. 23:9-14

	16am
	JIC
	Easter Sunday – The Wheat Loaves that were ​Waved – Lev. 23:15-22

	16pm.
	JIC
	The Birds that were Bloodied – Lev. 14:1-9


Study 2 - 
The Firstfruits offered in the Feast 
– Lev. 23:9-14; Deut. 26:1-11
Recapitulation:  
I.  THE FEAST OF PASSOVER. (A 1-day feast)
Lev. 23:5
II. THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD (A 7-day Feast)

Lev. 23:6-8

    Introduction:  Significance of the...



(a) One-day Feast: 
A definite act of God in His dealings with His people.



(b) Many-day Feast: Condition of things resulting in His previous dealings.

On this feast they would put grain in the ground and then pray to God to bring the harvest for the coming year. The Hebrews would pray, "Give us life out of the earth." as they put the grain in the ground. What was happening to Jesus on this feast as every Israelite was praying, "Give us life out of the earth"? They were burying Him. Think about that!

As time went on, these two feasts were merged into one eight day feast:

Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was approaching. (Luke 22:1 NASB)

Josephus says, "We keep a feast for eight days, which is called the Feast of Unleavened Bread." The Israelites merged these two feasts, but it seems, from the original intent, that God viewed them as separate feasts.

As with the other feasts of the Lord in Leviticus 23, the prophetic meaning of the Feast of Unleavened Bread is found in the work of the Messiah. Passover pictures the substitutionary DEATH of the Messiah as the Passover Lamb. The Feast of Unleavened Bread pictures the BURIAL of the Messiah, and the feast that follows, which is FIRST FRUITS, pictures the RESURRECTION of the Messiah. Do you see the Gospel in the feast http://www.life.org/Feast.html
A.
Its Connection with the Passover


Exo. 12:14, 15, 18


NB. No interval between the two feasts 
Lev. 23:6 cf. Matt. 26:17-19; I Cor. 5:7, 8
1. 
Its Foundation 
- The Passover Lamb was the foundation of all set in the other feasts.

2. 
Its Typification
- The Believer's Life.

3. 
Its Observation.
a. 
No Servile work on the 1st and 7th days.
23:7, 8
cf. Exo. 12:16
No Work
b. 
A Sacrifice throughout 7 days of the week. 
23:8

But Worship

c. 
The Sabbath on the 7th day of the week. 
23:3 
ct. Acts 20:7  
the first day of the Week


d. 
No Sight of leaven for 7 days. 

23:6
cf. I Cor. 5:8
Our Walk

i. 
Negatively, no leaven to be eaten.
Exo. 12:19, 20
Put off the old man. Col. 3:9

ii. 
Positively, put away all leaven in the house.
Exo. 12:15, 19
Put on the new man. Col. 3:10

B. 
Its Connection with the Present
I Cor.  5: 7, 8

1. 
Our Position.

- We are a "new lump" and "unleavened" 
5:7

2. 
Our Redemption.
- "Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us".
5:7

3. 
Our Obligation.
- "Let us keep the feast"


5:8

a. 
Obediently
- as unto Christ on the First day of the week.

cf. Acts 20:7; I Cor. 11:23-26; 16:2

b.
Negatively   - not in    Ceremonial Form      "with old leaven"  
5:8  }cf.  I Cor. 11:27-32

c.    
  Positively  - but with Committed Fervour.  "unleavened bread" 
5:8  }

i. 
With Sincerity - "Laying aside all malice and ..." 
cf. I Pet. 2:1

ii. 
With Truth      - "The Sincere milk of the Word"        
I Pet. 2:2

Conclusion: Brethren, "THEREFORE, LET US KEEP THE FEAST".   MARANATHA.

The Firstfruits offered in the Feast
– Lev. 23:9-14; Deut. 26:1-11
Intro.: Observed at the beginning of barley harvest, the first grain to come in.
[See NOTES at bottom ]
A. 
THE CONNECTION.

1. 
The Dates.

1st Month (Seventh month) - Nisan or Abib    

|1_ |2_ |3_ |4_ |5_ |6_ |7_ |8_ |9_ |10_ |11_ |12_ |13_ |14_ |15_ |16_ |17_ |18_|19_ |20_ |21_ |22

 |                          


|              
  
  |      |    
 |   
 | 
|


(a)                 



(b) 
(c)   (d) 
(e) 
(f)        
(g)

a. 
The Change in the Calendar.



Exo. 12:2; 13:4

b. 
The Choice of the Passover lamb.


Exo. 12:3

c. 
The Celebration of the Passover Feast.


Lev. 22:5



  i. "Cutting off" (Killing) of the lamb.


Exo. 12:6 cf. Dan. 9:26

d. 
The Commencement of the Unleavened Bread.

Lev. 23:6; Exo. 12:15ff



 ii.  Communion over the lamb (at night)


Exo. 12:8-11

e. 
The Commemoration of the Sabbath (varies).


Lev. 23:11

f. 
The Celebration of Firstfruits (morrow after Passover Sabbath)
Lev. 23:11

g. 
The Conclusion of the Unleavened Bread.


Exo. 12:18

2. 
The Divisions.

a. 
The Marking of the Divisions.   "And the Lord spake unto Moses"  Lev. 23:1, 9, 23, 26, 33

    
 It marks a new spiritual experience.

i. 
Passover and Unleavened Bread     
- v. 1
=> Christ our Passover 

I Cor. 5:7









cf. The Foundation and "Formation" of the Christian.

ii. 
Firstfruits and Feast of Weeks    
- v. 9
=> Christ, the Firstfruits.

I Cor. 15:22








cf. The Foundation and Formation of the Church.

iii. 
The Feast of Trumpets.
     
- v. 23 
=> The Second Coming.
(cf. The Rapture)

iv. 
The Day of Atonement.
- v. 26 
=> The Great Tribulation.
(cf. The Judgment at the Bema.)

v. 
The Feast of Tabernacles.
- v. 33 
=> The Millennium. 
(cf. Reigning with Christ)

b. 
The "Morrow after the Sabbath"       - a new reckoning.
Cf. Col. 2:16, 17

 i. 
The Sheaf waved.

Lev. 23:11 cf. Matt. 28:1

 ii. 
Two Loaves waved.

Lev. 23:15-17 cf. Acts 2:1

B. 
THE CONDITIONS.

1. 
The Prerequisites of the Law. 


Deut. 26:1-11

a. The Period for the Observation.


i. Only when Present in the Land
Lev. 23:9 cf. Deut. 8:7-9ff

ii. Only when Possessing the Land.
To be able to sow, plant and then harvest.

iii. During the Passover Week’s Sabbath.
Lev. 23:9-11 Note: And the Lord spake unto Moses…
b. The Prime Products to be Offered

Deut. 26:2

c. The Place where they are to be Offered.           
v. 2

d. The Priest to do the Offering.
        

v. 3

e. The "Profession" to Offer.


vv. 3, 5, 10

f. The Praise to be Offered.

        

vv. 10b, 11 cf. Heb. 13:15

2. 
The Property of the Lord.

- to be Offered before any one could take of the harvest.
Lev. 23:14

a. 
Firstfruits belong to the Lord.

Exo. 22:29 cf. Pro. 3:9

b. 
The Firstfruits of your Land.

23:19

c. 
The Firstfruits of your Labours.
    
23:16

3. 
The Perfection of Christ's Life.

a. The Omission of Sin Offering in Firstfruits and Sabbath 
Num. 28:9, 10

i. Because the Sabbath was a witness to the rest of God, resulting from a finished, perfect work.

ii. The Wave offering of the firstfruits represents the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.

b. Ct The Compulsion of Sin Offering in Passover and Unleavened Bread 
(Num. 28:16, 22); Pentecost (Lev. 23:19); Trumpet (Num. 29:1, 5);  Atonement (29:7, 11); Tabernacles (29:12, 16)

C. 
THE “COMPANION” OFFERINGS

Lev. 23:12, 13
1. 
The Firstfruits - its typical teaching.
Lev. 23

a. 
It was a Sheaf
[Sheaf = lit. omer]
23:10
cf. I Cor. 15:20

i.
An omer of Firstfruits.


Lev. 23:10

ii.
An omer of Manna.


Exo. 16:32

b. 
It was a Sheaf of firstfruits. 

23:10
cf. Matt. 27:52, 53

i.
It was brought to the Priest. [1st mention in Leviticus]

ii.
The Resurrected Christ Paving the way into God’s Presence.
Heb. 9:12

iii.
The High Priest in the Presence of God brings Him much Pleasure.

c. 
It was a Sample of the Harvest.

23:10 cf. I Cor. 15:23

d. 
The Sheaf was Waved

i. It was a Show of Victory  

23:11 cf. I Cor. 15:54-57

ii.
It was a Sign of Acceptance.

23:11 cf. Eph. 1:6
2.
The Burnt Offering.


Lev. 23:12

a.
Christ’s Submissiveness 
- a he-lamb – a male (Cf. Lev. 1: 3; 4:22, 23 ct. female, 4:27, 28) and a lamb (Isa. 53:7)

b.
Christ’s Spotlessness 
- without blemish.
Cf. Lev. 21:18ff ct. I Pet. 1:18, 19

c.
Christ’s Sonship as Man
- of the first year – the Firstborn of Mary, Mt. 1:25

d.
Christ the Sweet-Savour Sacrifice 
- a burnt offering to Yahweh – Lev. 1:9

3.
The Meal Offering



Lev. 23:13

a.
Christ’s Spotless Character.
- fine flour or the finest part of wheat flour [Footnote, JND]


b.
Christ’s Holy Spirit-Conception.
- mingled with oil.
Matt. 1:20

c.
Christ’s Sacrifice on the Cross. 
- an offering made by fire unto the Lord.

4.
The Drink Offering.


Lev. 23:13

[1st mention in Leviticus]


Christ, the Drink Offering.


Heb. 12::2 cf. Phil. 2:17

D. The Concluding Prohibition.
Lev.  23:14

1.
The Prohibition - Forbidden to eat (the order reversed):

a.
Green ears – the full vigour of life.
- Christ’s Vigourous Life in this world.

b.
Roasted (NIV) corn – those ears in death.
- Christ’s Vicarious Death under the judgment of God.

c.
Bread – those same ears as food.
- Christ, the Victuals for our souls.

2. The Period: until the selfsame day …….. 
- Until Christ was Victorious in Resurrection.

3. The Perpetuity of the Statute 

- The Vitality of Christ’s Resurrection in the Christian Faith. I Cor. 15

4.
The Place – in all your dwellings.
- In the individual confines of a personal experience. 

Conclusion:

a. 
Christ's Resurrection FROM (the) dead is ...
I Cor. 15:12 cf. Rev. 20:5, 6

i. 
Proof of a Future resurrection.
ii. 
Pledge of a Firstfruits resurrection.

b. 
Our Resurrection FROM (the) dead is ...

i. 
The Hope of Sleeping Saints.

I Cor. 15:16-18

ii. 
The Hope of Living Saints.

Rom. 6:.4, 5 cf. I Jn. 3:.2, 3

iii. 
The Hope of Serving Saints.

I Cor. 15:13-15, 58

c. 
The Resurrection OF (the) dead is ...
Matt. 22:31 ct. 22:23

i. 
Proof that the rest of the dead will be raised. Rev. 20:5
- they "lived not again until ..."
ii. 
Punishment for the rest of the dead.  
Rev. 20:11-15

