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By KC Ung
Recapitulation:
Recapitulation of I John in Chapter 5.
(1) A Three Tests:
5:1-5

a) The Doctrinal Test (Belief, 2:18-27; 4:1-6) - 
5:1a
Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God

b) The Moral Test (Righteousness, 2:3-6; 2:28-3:10) - 
5:4, 5
For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith.

Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
c) The Social Test (Love, 2:7-11; 3:11-18) – 
5:1b, 2, 3
and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.
 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, 
and keep his commandments: For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments:
 and his commandments are not grievous.
(2) The Three Witnesses witnessing to the Son:
5:6-8, NRSV
This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only 
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

There are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood, and these three agree. 
a) The Three Witnesses to the Son:

i) The Witness of the Spirit in the Descending Dove.
Cf. Mt. 3:16b
ii) The Witness of the Water in His Baptism.
Cf. Mt. 3:16a
iii) The Witness of the Blood in His Death.
Cf. Jn. 19:34
b) The Witness of the Father:
5:9-12
i) It is Superior to the Witness of Men.
5:9
If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater:
ii) To the Son: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son.
5:11, 12

And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.

 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.

iii) To the Saint: He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: 
he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not 
the record that God gave of his Son
5:10
(3) Our Consequent Assurance.
5:13-17

a) The Two-fold Effect:

i) if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us:
5:14
ii) if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, 
we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.
5:15
b) The Twofold Aspect.

i) if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us:
5:14
ii) if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, 
we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.
5:15
c) The Twofold Object.
5:16, 17

i) If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, 
5:16-17
and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. 
ii) There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. 
All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death.
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18  We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.

19  And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.

20  And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.

21  Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.

(1) The First Affirmation:
5:18


We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; 

but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.

(2) The Persuasions of the Fellowship.
5:18-21

Three Certitudes of the Christian Faith,
A. Concerning Christian Purity.
I Jn. 5:18

1. The Fact Expressed – whosoever is born of God sinneth not.

a. The Position of one born of God.
i. He is a Believer in Christ –  [The Doctrinal Test]
5:1
Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: 

ii. He is an Overcomer of the World.

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: 


and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.
5:4
b. The Practice of one born of God –
5:18
i. He sinneth not.
5:18 cf. 3:9

Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: 


and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.

ii. He doeth righteousness. [The Moral Test]
2:29
ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of Him.


iii. He loveth one another. [The Social Test].
4:7; 5:1
· Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God;


and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.

· and every one that loveth Him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of Him.

2. The Fact Explained – he that is begotten of God keepeth himself.
Lit. = was begotten; this exact phrase does not occur elsewhere.

a. Two possible Explanations:

i. It refers to the man who is Born of God.
See 3:9

The seed in him cannot sin.

ii. It refers to Christ, the only Begotten of God. 

· “is begotten” is aorist tense, and speaks of the Son of God; Son of God by eternal generation from God the Father in a birth that never took place because it always was.
cf. Jn. 1:14; 17:12
· “Himself” is “autos”, pronoun of the third person and should be rendered “Him”.

Smith: “There is no comfort in the thought that we are in our own keeping; our security is not in our grip on Christ, but His grip on us.”

3. The Fact Emphasized – that wicked one touched him not.
a. What the Devil cannot do –  toucheth = lays hold on, as in Jn. 20:17

i. Cannot lay hold on the Christian because ye have overcome the wicked one.
 2:13;  Jn. 10:28, 29
ii. Cannot make him sin, if the Christian refuses because ye have overcome the wicked one. 2:14
iii. Cannot control him, because the Christian is not as Cain who was of that wicked one.
  3:12

b. What the Devil can do – turn the Christian aside, but the Christian can return.

B. Concerning the Christian Position.
I Jn. 5:19
1. The Certainty of the Believer’s Situation – we know that we are of God.
a. The Certainty associated with our Faith – we know
We know because we have the…

i. Witness of the Father.
5:11, 9

ii. Witness of the Spirit.
Rom. 8:16

iii. Witness in Ourselves – we know, 
cp. 5: 10.

b. The Confidence in being in God’s Family.

i. We have aa Forgiven Past.

ii. We have a Fearless Present.

iii. We have a Fine Prospect.
2. The Contrast in the Unbeliever’s Situation.
5:19b

The whole world lieth in wickedness [lit. in the wicked one]

a. The only Alternative Sphere.

We are either in the Holy One
2:20

Or We are in the Wicked One.

b. The only Alternative Sovereign.
We are either of God or we are of the Devil.

i. He is the Prince of this World.
Jn. 12:31

· He will be cast out.

12:31

· He has nothing in Christ.

14:30

· [He is already judged.

14:11?]
ii. He is the God of this World.
II Cor. 4:4

iii. He is the Prince of the Power of the air.
Eph. 2:2
C. Concerning Christian Perception – we know
I Jn. 5:20
Intro. The natural man cannot receive the things of God.
I Cor. 2:14

The born-again believer can perceive the ways of God.
Cp. Eph. 1:18

Compare Naaman:

1) Behold I thought…
II Kgs. 5:11, 12
Wrong Plan 
– to buy his cleansing

Wrong Person 
– the king can heal him.

Wrong Place 
– other rivers than Jordan.

Wrong Power 
– energy of the flesh

2) Behold, now I know… i.e. after his “new birth”
cp. v. 15
1. The Source of our Perception.

v. 20
The Son of God is come…and hath given us an understanding.

a. The Son of God – His coming into the Life makes it possible.

b. The Holy Spirit – His indwelling in the Heart makes us able.
Jn. 16:13; Rom. 8:9-11
2. The Subject of our Perception.

a. The Knowledge of the Son’s Coming.


b. The Knowledge of the Son’s Character – that is true
Cp. that I may know Him.
Phil. 3:10

3. The Secret of the Perception – 
a. Our Abiding in Him in Identity – In Him that is true.

b. Our Acknowledging of His Deity – this is the true God.
Conclusion: Little children keep yourselves from idols.

As little children, we already have learnt…

1. To Know what we ought to know – Believe, and pass the Doctrinal Test!

a. Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, 
even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.
2:18

b. Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: 
because greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world..
4:4

2. To Be what we ought to be – Righteous, and pass the Moral Test!
a. And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, 
we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.
2:28

b. Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, 
even as He is righteous.
3:7

3. To Do what we ought to do – Love and pass the Social Test!
a. My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not.
2:1

b. My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; 

but in deed and in truth.
3:18

Hence: Little children, keep (guard) yourselves from idols. Amen.
5:21

(1) The Physical Influence of Idolatry on the Citizens of Ephesus.
Cf. Acts 19:13-20, 35
(2) The Literal Influence of Idolatry on the Corinthian believers.
I Cor. 8:1, 4, 10; 10:20, 28
(3) The Spiritual Influence of Idolatry on Christians.  
I Cor. 10:14, 19; II Cor. 6:16
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