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Elaboration of the Social Test: Love
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I Jn. 3:11-18

By KC Ung
Recapitulation: The Passion of the Fellowship (4 occ. of Fellowship in I Jn. Ch. 1)

(1) That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: 1:3a
(2) And truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.


1:3b
(3) We say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:
1:6
(4) But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.


1:7
Thus, the Tests of the above Fellowships – know (27 occ. In 22 verses)
Cp. Acts 2:42
(a) The Doctrinal Test – Truth.
I Jn. 2:18-21-27
Its Elaboration: Belief.

4:1-6
Fellowship with us – they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine.  
Acts 2:42a

(b) The Moral Test – Obedience.
I Jn. 2:3-6; 
Its Elaboration: Righteousness.
2:28, 29-3:10
Fellowship with Him – they continued stedfastly in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
Acts 2:42c, d
(c) The Social Test – Love.
I Jn. 2:7-10, 11
Its Elaboration: Love.

3:11-14-18
Fellowship with one another - … they continued stedfastly in fellowship
Acts 2:42b
Revision:
A. The Exposition on Love or the Social Test
I Jn. 2:7-11
1. Know that Hatred belongs to the Kingdom of Darkness.

Hence, he that hates his brother…

a. Lives in Darkness – he does not know the World of God.
vv. 9, 11

b. Walks in Darkness – he does not know the Walk of God.
v. 11

c. Gropes in Darkness – he does not know the Will of God.
v. 11

2. Knows that Love belongs to the Kingdom of Light – the love of God
He that loveth his brother abideth in the light.


v. 10
i. It is an Old Commandment.


v. 7

Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment

ii. Yet it is a New Commandment - Again, a new commandment I write unto you,
v. 8 cf. Jn. 13:34

iii. Obedience to His commandments is demanded. 


Jn. 15:12, 14, 17

This is My commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.

Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.
· Hence Obedience or the Moral Test.
I Jn. 2:3-6
Whoso keepeth His word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: 

hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep his commandments.

2:5
· And the Elaboration of the Moral Test: Righteousness
I Jn. 2:28-3:10
Little children, let no man deceive you: 
he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous.
3:7
B. The Extension from Righteousness to Love as the Transient Test
From Moral to Social

I Jn. 3:10
In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: 
whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.


Introduction:

(1) 
Salvation is intensely Practical.
(a) We are “saved…not of (by, NIV) good works”
} Eph. 2:

………………. “but unto good works”
} 8-10

(b)  Faith without works is dead.
Jas. 2:28

(2) Salvation is essentially Personal.


(a) Work out your own salvation.
Phil. 2:12

(b) Show His salvation from (Sun)day to (Satur)day.
Psa. 96:2

Conclusion:  We are not only to know the Truth Doctrinally,
I Jn. 2:18-27

But also to do the truth Practically – do Righteousness.
I Jn. 2:28-3:10 ct. I Jn. 1:6


Our Salvation before God is Done.

Our Salvation before Man is something to be Done.

1. Righteousness in Action – whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God,
I Jn. 3:10
a. The Practical Implications of the Statement – what you do shows what you are.
i. You are righteous, if you do righteousness.


3:7

ii. You are not a child of God (who is righteous, v. 7) if you do not righteousness.
3:10

b. The Practical Inculcation in the New Testament.

i. We are to Walk what we Talk.
Col. 2:6


As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:

ii. We are to be What we Are.
Rom. 1:7

“called saints” and “called (to be) saints”

iii. We are to Do what we Are.


· We are righteous….
Cp. I Jn. 3:7

· We are to do righteousness.
Cp. I Jn. 3:10

iv. We are to Do What we Know.
Jn. 13:17

If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.
v. We are to Do, what we Say.


· Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord…but he that doeth…
Mt. 7:21

· They say, and do not.

Mt. 23:3

· Why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?
Lk. 6:46
c. The Practical Identification.
i. The children of the devil.

· They may not or may Profess to be Righteous
.
(Rom. 10:3)

· But they certainly Do not Practise God’s Righteousness.


ii. The Children of God.

· Profession does not mean Possession of Christ.
cf. Mt. 7:2

· Possession must mean Practice.

· You cannot Own Him Lord, unless you Obey.
Lk. 6:46

· You cannot be a Child of God, unless you do Righteousness. 
 I Jn. 3:10 cp. 3:7

i. You cannot Love God, unless you love your Brethren.
3:2 cp. 4:20
Note: “Righteousness” in I Jn. means a righteous life which is the result of salvation through Christ.


By God’s Grace, the Christian does righteously because he has been made righteous.
Rom. 3:22 ct. 10:3


Thus, doing our own righteousness (Rom. 10:3) does not make us children of God;


But children of God doeth righteousness.
Ct. I Jn. 3:10
d. The Practical Distinctions in the Statement.
I Jn. 3:10
In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil:

i. There is not One Class of People, i.e. all are children of God.

· We are either children of God, or children of the Devil.

Cf. I Jn. 8:44
· We are either children of Light, or children of Darkness.

Eph. 5:8

· We are either children of God, or children of Disobedience.
 
Eph. 2:23

ii. There are not Three Classes of People, i.e. the two divisions and the middle-of-the-road division.
· We either Believe or Neglect – there is no escape; no middle-of-the-way.
Heb. 2:3

· We either Receive or Reject.
Jn. 1:11, 12

· We are either in the Light or in Darkness – no twilight area.
Cf. Eph. 5:8

· We are either In Christ or Without Christ.
cf. Eph. 2:12, 13

iii. There is a Class of Choice for all People.


· The Offer is a Choice – choose you this day whom ye will serve.
Josh. 24:14, 15
· The Choice is Compulsory – 
Matt. 6:24
No man can serve two masters…Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
2. Love in Action - neither he that loveth not his brother. 
I Jn. 3:10c-15
Or The Elaboration of the Social Test – LOVE.
a. Love is more than an Emotional thing.
I Jn. 3:18
i. The Love of Christ Constrains.
II Cor. 5:14

ii. The Love of God Commits (His Son).
I Jn. 3:16

iii. The Love of the brethren is Compassionate.

  3:17
b. Love is a Fundamental Thing
I Jn. 3:11

i. It was among the First lesson taught – from the beginning…
cp. I Tim. 5:4
ii. It is the Foundation of the Law.
Mt. 22:37-40
c. Love is a (spiritually) Natural thing – as between Christian brethren.

i. Negatively:
I Jn. 3:12a
· It was not Existent between Cain and Abel.
· It is not to be Expected from…

· The Wicked One.
3:12

· A Worker of evil.
3:12 cf. Jn. 8:37-47

· The World.
3:13

ii. Positively:

· We have been Brought together by the One Christ.
Jn. 13:34

· We are Brethren in the same Body (Church).
I Cor. 12:27

· We are Bound by the same Command.
Jn. 15:12, 17

d. Love is a Practical Thing.
I Jn. 3:18

i. Love Obeys.
Jn. 14:15

ii. Love Offers.
I Jn. 3:16, 17 cf. Jn. 3:16

e. Love is an Evidential thing.

i. It is Evidence of the New Birth.
3:10c

ii. It is Evidence of the New Life.
3:14

iii. It is Evidence of the New Discipleship.
Jn. 13:35

3. Sacrifice in Action.

I Jn. 3:16
a. The Example of Supreme Love – by this…
i. The Example – we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.
· Not the Expiatory aspect.

· But, the Exemplary aspect – but whosoever hath…and seeth
ii. The Etymology – for
· I Tim. 3:16 – Who gave himself a ransom for all, i.e. on behalf of – Christ’s Universal Atonement.
· Mt. 20:28 – to give his life a ransom for many, i.e. instead of – the Personal Appropriation.
· I Jn. 3:16 – He laid down His life for us, i.e. on behalf of – our very own Special Assurance.
b. The Expectation of Sacrificial Love – we ought to lay down…, i.e. in living for them, cp. Rom. 12:1

We are to do this, not simply because that is what Jesus did, but because that is what Jesus revealed to be the demand of agape love. Love is denial of self for another’s gain. It is doing what Jesus Himself would do.
i. The Once-for-All Complete Sacrifice of Christ – He laid down his life for us: (aorist tense)    3:16a

E.g. Heb. 10:12 cp. Jn. 19:30

· A Finished Sacrifice.

· A Final Sacrifice.

ii. The Continuing Sacrifice.
I Jn. 3:16b
“lay down” – present tense, i.e. a continuing process (present – present tense, Rom. 12:1 (aorist?)

· It is a Living Sacrifice.

· It is a Continuing Sacrifice.

4. Kindness in Action.
(Cp. Mt. 10:42; Eph. 4:32)

I Jn. 3:17, 18
a. The Need – seeth his brother have need.
3:17

i. It is a Present Need – have
ii. It is a Pressing Need – need
iii. It is a Personal Need – brother 

b. The Heed - whosoever seeth… (i.e. take heed)
3:17


…and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him.

i. He is Conscious of the Need – he seeth [Gk. theoreo, i.e. see with our own eyes]
ii. Or he is Careless of (or Closed to) the Need – shutteth up
cp. Lk. 10:31

c. The Deed – but in deed and in truth.
3:18

i. It is not, not Consistent with God’s Affection.

· God’s Love loves those without Strength.
Rom. 5:6

· God’s Love loves the Sinners.
Rom. 5:8

· God’s Love loves even His Sworn enemies.
Rom. 5:10

ii. It is not, not Consistent with our Profession - let us not love in word, neither in tongue;
I Jn. 3:18
· With the Word we Express what we Profess.
· With the Tongue we Exercise our Right to Perform – for evil or for good.
Cp. Jas. 3:8-12
iii. It should be Consistent…
· With what we Possess – the Truth 
}3:18
· With what we Profess – prove it in Deed.
} Jas. 2:15, 16
Love requires more than idle talk with or exalted theology. It demands simple acts, 
which anyone can see that meet the needs of brothers and sisters in distress.
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