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I.
The Dogs: Their Concepts and Comparisons  

Intro.


· 16th February, 2018 Commences the Year of the Dog with the Celebration of the Chinese New Year.

· The Media, as usual, Make forecasts of what the Year of the Dog will bring.

· The Dog is highly Respected by Man and has a brilliant Record of valiant service to him.

· The Dog is Regarded as Man's best friend and numerous stories Refer to its faithfulness and loyalty. 

Many of us keep and love our pet dogs.

· However, in some religious Circles the Dog is Condemned and regarded as a Curse; 

therefore should not be seen or touched.

· In case, I am misunderstood, my purpose in Speaking on the Year of the Dog is to Seize the opportunity of 
current interest and direct it to the Study of the "dog" in Scripture. I am not interested in the superstitious, 
astrological, and pagan aspects in its celebration. Nor do I encourage any believer to do so.

· Now, what has the Bible to Declare about "the Dog"?   -- Mostly bad!

I.
The Dogs: their Concepts and Comparisons.

A. The Concepts Attached to the Dog.

1. The Occurrences:
a. “Dog” is translated from the Hebrew, "keleb" and the Greek, "kuon". 

b. “Dog” occurs 15 times in 15 verses (1st. in Exo. 11:7); “Dogs”; 24 times in 23 verses (1st in Ex. 22:31).

c. “Dog” – 1st occ. in O.T. in Exo. 11:7 and in N.T. only in II Pet. 2:22; last in O.T. in Eccl. 9:4

d. “Dogs” – 1st occ. in O.T., Exo. 22:31; and in N.T., Mt. 7:6; last in O.T., Jer. 15:3; in N.T., Rev. 22:15

2. The Occasions:
a. Used in the Natural Sense -- Dogs could be Savage apart from being Streetwalkers and Scavengers. 



See #2a, b

i. Dogs Licked the sores on Lazarus’ legs.

Lk.16:21; etc.

ii. Dogs licked up Ahab’s blood when he was Assassinated.
I Kgs. 22:38 cf. 21:19

iii. Dogs Ripped up Jezebel’s dead body like Rubbish and devoured up her flesh.
II Kgs. 9:35-37, NIV

b. Used in the Metaphorical Sense
--
. 


keleb = a dog; hence (by euphemism) a male prostitute 
Strong

i. God Detests Defiled prostitutes (regarded as Dogs) and their earnings in His house. 
Deut. 23:18, NIV

ii. Goliath Disdained David as a Dog.
I Sam. 17:42, 43

iii. David felt Despised by Saul who might be regarding him (David) as a Dead Dog.
I Sam. 24:14

iv. The Lord Denounced those who could not Discern things sacred as Dogs. 
Matt. 7:6

v. Paul Directed a warning against the Judaizers, calling them Dogs.
Phil. 3:2

vi. “Christians” Deemed to have been Delivered from sin, and returning to it, are Dogs.
II Pet. 2:21, 22

vii. Those who Do the commandments of God have the Deed to the tree of life; 


those who Do not, are Dogs as with others with their wicked Deeds.
Rev. 22:14, 1
3. The Odd Texts: 
a. The Mention of “Dog” and “Pig” Together in the following texts:

i. Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs.

Mt. 7:6, NIV

ii. A dog returns to its vomit and, A sow … to her wallowing in the mud.

II Pet. 2:22

iii. whoever offers a lamb, (is) like one who breaks a dog's neck; 

whoever makes a grain offering is like one who presents pig's blood,

Isa. 66:3, NIV


Interestingly, this year is the Year of the Dog and next year is the Year of the Pig.

b. The Meaning of “Dung” in (I) count them but dung, that I may win Christ.
Phil. 3:8

“Dung” (KJV), translated “Rubbish” in NIV, is skubalon in Greek.

“Skubalon” means what is thrown to the dogs, i.e. refuse, ordure, dung
Strong 

i. Paul’s Resolve in life was to Win and Know Christ.

Phil: 3:8, 10

ii. To do this he Regarded all things gained as Loss and as Rubbish, 

Phil. 3:8, NIV


if they hampered his Relationship with and progress in Christ.


He would Discard them and throw them to the Dogs. Why? See Discussion later.

iii. A Chinese New Year Resolution fit for this year of the Dog is to adopt Paul’s Resolve, viz



I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,

for whose sake I have lost all things.

I consider them rubbish, (i.e. rubbish to be thrown to the dogs)

that I may gain Christ
c. The Meaningful Diminutive – kunarion, a diminutive for "kuon"


It means a little pet dog, a puppy, used only in Mt. 15:26, 27; Mk.7:27, 28
See #B. 1 below

B. The Comparisons Associated with the Dog.

1. We were Dogs saved by Grace.

a. We were Gentile "dogs" (Gk. kunarion = a pet dog)

Mt. 15:26, 27
i. The Gospel was first preached unto the Jews – the children at the table.

Rom. 1:16
ii. The Gentiles (the dogs) came into blessing when the Jews rejected the Gospel.

Rom. 11:11, 12.
b. We were Grace-saved dogs
dead dogs
II Sam. 9:8; 16:9; I Sam. 24:14 


Mephibosheth, a Dead Dog, did not Deserve to sit at King David’s table, but the king showed him grace.



To be a dog is bad, to be a "dead dog" is doubly bad.  We are "doubly-bad" sinners:

i. We were Dead in trespasses and sins; we were Conceived in Sin
Eph. 2:1; Psa. 51:5

ii. We were Doubly Dead as we Did sins as well; we Commit Sin – we are Confirmed Sinners. Rom. 3:23

iii. We do not Deserve to be saved, but Christ Died for our sins and save us by grace through faith.
Eph. 2:8

2. But we are no more Dogs before God.

a. Dogs are Streetwalkers, Searching the Streets for food.
Psa. 59:6,14, 15 cf. Psa. 22:16, 20


Such is the description of Sinners.
Psa. 59:5, 12, 13





But, we were Sinners, taken off the Streets to Sup in the Master's House.
Lk. 14:16, 21-24

b. Dogs are Scavengers.
	
	They eat...
	
	We eat....
	

	i.
	Dead animals.
	Exo. 22:31
	at the King's table.
	II Sam. 9:10 ct. 8

	ii.
	Human flesh
	I Kgs. 14:11; II Kgs. 9:36
	"the flesh" of the Lord
	Jn. 6:53, 54 

cf. v. 35

	iii.
	Blood

	I Kgs. 22:38 cf. Psa. 68:23
	"the blood" of the Lord.
	


Note: 
We eat the flesh of the Son of Man…when we go to Him so that we may never hunger and drink of His blood …when we believe on Him so that we may never thirst in order that we may have eternal life.  (Jn. 6:35, 53, 54)

3. Behave not as Dogs - they are no Good.

a. Be not as Dumb Dogs that cannot bark.
Isa. 56:10

Ct. The Worshipping Christian: he is not dumb –

He Believes God; he Beholds God and he is Bold in praising God.
Lk. 1:13, 18-20, 57, 62-64

b. Be not as Sleeping Dogs, Lying down and Loving to Slumber.
Isa. 56:10


Ct. The Waking and Working Christian
Rom. 13:11, 12; I Cor. 15:58

c. Be not as Greedy Dogs out for Gain, and never having enough.
Isa. 56:11



Ct. The Well-contented Christian
Phil. 4:10-13

d. Be not as Neck-broken Dogs, offering Sacrifices without Spirit and Sincerity.
Isa. 66:2, 3


Ct. 
The Spiritual Sacrifices of a Christian – 
I Pet. 2:5


The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, 


O God, thou wilt not despise. 
Psa. 51:17

4. Be ye a Sheep-dog, always on Guard.
Job. 30:1; ct. Isa. 56:10, 11


Intro.  Probably the only good thing said about the dog refers to the sheep dog.
Job 30:1

a. Elders Watch for our souls as Sheep dogs.
Acts 20:28, NIV; Heb. 13:17

i. Obey and be Subordinate to them.

ii. They have to Submit an account of their care for us.

b. Elders Warn us of Wolves in Sheep’s clothing.
Acts 20:28-31; Matt. 7:15

c. They Work for the Chief Shepherd: -
I Pet. 5:1, 4

Contrast the “shepherd dogs” in Isa, 56:10, 11 with the “Shepherd-dog Elders” in I Pet. 5:1-4

	The “shepherd dogs” in Isa. 56:10, 11
	The "Shepherd-Dog Elders"  in I Pet. 5:1-4

	They are dumb dogs,  that cannot bark
	They are Appointed by the Spirit and have His Authority (Acts 20:28). They are shepherds of God’s flock under their care, serving as overseers. (NIV) 

	They are sleeping dogs, lying down, loving to slumber
	They are Alert – they work hard: they feed the flock ... taking the oversight of. 

	They are greedy dogs that can never have enough
	They are not Avaricious – They are not greedy for money, but eager to serve (NIV)

	They are shepherds that cannot understand.
	They are Accommodating – they take the lead but do not lord over those entrusted to them. They are examples to the flock. (NIV).

	They are all looking to their own way … everyone for his gain.
	They are Agreeable – they do their work not because they must, but because they are willing, as God wants them to be. (NIV)

	They are responsible to blind watchmen who lack knowledge. (NIV)
	They are Accountable to the Chief Shepherd who will reward them when He appears.


5. Beware of Vile, Vomiting Dogs - they are Godless and Gross. 
II Pet. 2:22
a. They are Treacherous Teachers.

- Who seek to Ensnare others in the Bondage of the Law.
Phil. 3:2

b. They are the Filthy, Foul "Followers" 



- Who seek to Entangle others in Backtracking into Lust.
II Pet. 2:19-22

c. Those who Follow them are Fools returning to their Folly.
Pro. 26:11
Conclusion: In this year of the Dog … Consider all things as rubbish, that you may gain Christ
Be as dogs saved by grace, Well-contented in Him, Walking with Him, Working for Him and Worshipping Him.

Be not the Dog that is Dead, Dumb and Directionless, Walking the streets and scavenging for crumbs


that the World offers when you can feast at the Lord's Table. 

Beware of wolves in sheep's clothing; they are Dangerous Dogs 

that seek to entangle you into the Bondage of Sin, Superstition and Scare
Final Note: Despite what is said about the dog above, let us remind ourselves that Dogs are among God’s creations and those of us who keep pet dogs still need to love, care and cherish them as we would any of God’s beautiful creatures.  He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end.
Eccl. 3:11, NIV

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
II 
The Dogs at the Cross of Christ

Intro.:  The Role of the Dogs re: the Passover – 

· The Passover was a Picture (type) of the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross.
I Cor. 5:7

· Consider the Part played by the Dogs in Israel when the Lord Passed-over Egypt.
Exo. 12:11

· They were Commanded to be silent by the Lord.
Exo. 11:7a

· Their Conduct would Point to God’s Power.
Exo. 11:7b

· They Complied. Was God rewarding them when He Provided for them in …
Exo. 22.31?

· They would Come into view again, as themselves Furious and Vicious in…
Psa. 22.
See #B.


The Passover and Psalm 22 have in view Christ’s Sufferings on the Cross,

And the Dogs were there – at the Cross of Christ!!

A. The Dogs that were Silenced so conspicuously.
Exo. 11:7

1. The Exceptional Happening – it did not make sense for a dog in Israel not to bark…

a. When the Lord Moved down on Egypt – a supernatural phenomenon!
Exo. 11:4

b. When the firstborn of Man and beasts died. Two points to be noted:
Exo. 11:5; 12:12
i. The Extent of the Visitation.


For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 
both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.

· Firstborn of Men slain –

for Pharaoh’s Punishment and the People’s Participation in the crime of infanticide.
 Exo. 1:22 

· Firstborn of Beasts slain 
} cf. the universal worship of beasts in Egypt;

· Against all the gods of Egypt –} Each District had its own sacred animal as the local tutelary Deity.


ii. The Egyptian Limitation:



Pharaoh’s command was to slay ALL the male children of the Israelites.
Exo. 1:22



Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive.



But only one firstborn in each Egyptian family was slain by the Lord.
Exo. 11:5; 12:12

c. When a great Mayhem rose up in all of Egypt.
Exo. 11:6

d. When their other canine Members barked in Egypt. 
See #2 below.

2. The Evidence of God Working – The above was God’s distinctive Work.
Exo. 11:7

Then you will know that the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.
Exo. 11:7, NIV

a. The Patience of God was at its Peak after nine Plagues.
Exo. Chs. 7:14-11:1

b. The Passing away of the firstborn in Egypt would be His last Punitive Plague.
Exo. 11:1,4, 5; 12:12

c. The Passover was God Paving His way of redemption for His People. 
Exo. 11:1b; 12:13

3. The Escape for Israel that God was Providing

a. There was first a Release from slavery in Egypt.
Exo. 13:3, 4


b. There was a new Reckoning in God’s dealings with Israel.
Exo. 12:2

c. The Recognition of Redemption by blood was a Required condition.
Exo. 12:13, 14

i. A Lamb without Blemish must be Slain.

ii. Blood must be Shed and applied to provide for Shelter.

The Enactment of the Passover in Israel required the dogs to be silent.

This was the Positive Part of the dog vis-à-vis the Cross typically.
As above

This now is the Negative part of the dog vis-à-vis the Cross prophetically.
As below

B. The Dogs and their Companions that “Surrounded” the Cross. 

1. The Mention of “dogs” twice in Psa. 22.
Psa. 22:16, 20, NIV

· Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet.
· Deliver my life from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dogs.

a. Psalm 22 is Prophetic – Reasons for believing it to be so:
Psa. 22 Superscription

i. The obscure Title of the Psalm - Aijeleth Shahar 



'ayeleth = a Doe or hind; Shacharayim = Double Dawn

· Its Equivalent translation can be “hind of the morning” 
· May be an Enigmatic Expression of the subject of the psalm 


in the victim’s Sorrows (Psa. 22:1-21) and the Glory that Follows (22:22-31).

ii. The Terms used in the Psalm were quoted as fulfilled in history.

· My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Used by Jesus on the cross.
Psa. 22:1 cf.  Mt. 27:46

· They part my garments… and cast lots upon my vesture quoted by John
22:18 cf. Jn. 19:24
· A Remarkable happening in prophecy.

· No Record of this in David’s history.

· Impossible for an imposter to Replicate this to make it fulfilled in himself in future history.

· I will declare thy name unto my brethren by the writer to Hebrews.
22:22 cf. Heb. 2:10, 12  

b. Psalm 22 is Messianic

· Psalms speak of Christ – These are the words … in the Psalms, concerning Me.
Lk. 24:44

· The Possibility of the Suffering in Psalm 22 to refer to a crucified person as recorded of Christ.


It describes an Execution more appropriate to Jesus’ crucifixion than David’s Experience.


[Note: Crucifixion was unknown in David’s time. This vivid description could only be of the Spirit.]

i. The cry of Jesus on the cross was that of the psalmist.
22:1 cf. Mt. 27:46; Mk. 15:34

ii. The thirst of Jesus was that of the psalmist.
22:15 cf. Jn. 19:28

iii. The wounds of Jesus were those of the psalmist.
22:16 cf. Jn. 20:25

iv. The vesture of Jesus was gambled for as with the psalmist’s.
22:18 cf. Jn. 19:23, 24


Thus, the typical sufferings of a crucified person under the hot sun
cf. Lam. 1:13

c. The Psalm is Metaphoric – Metaphors are used of the Enemies of the Victim in the Psalm.


The enemies of the Cross were depicted as savage Creatures that surrounded the victim.


i. The Bulls of Bashan
Psa. 22: 12, NIV


· They were the Strong bulls of Bashan – strong bulls of Bashan encircle me

These bulls were known for their Size, Strength, and Savageness, as were the men they represented. 
· They Surrounded their Victim – Many bulls surround me.
See #2 below.

ii. The Ravening and Roaring Lions
Psa. 22:13


Roaring lions tearing their prey open their mouths wide against me.

NIV


They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion.

KJV

· The Ravening enemies opened their mouths to Devour.
Isa. 38:13 cf. I Pet. 5:8


“Ravening” = “voraciously devouring” as a lion opens its mouth wide to tear and devour its prey.


Cf. your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.

· Or the Roaring lions might be opening their mouths to Deride or scorn.

Cf. Psa. 22:7

· I am become the reproach of men, and the despised among the people.”
Psa. 22:6

· All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads:
Psa. 22:7, NIV
· He trusted in the Lord that he would deliver him; let him deliver him, since he delighted in him 22:8


Cf. The Roaring enemies deriding Christ:
Lk. 23:35-37

· The rulers also with them derided him, saying, 


· He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God. 

· And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar,

· And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself.

iii. The Surrounding and Seizing Dogs.
See #2 below.


For dogs have compassed me—Men who resemble dogs; harsh, snarling, fierce, ferocious. 

2. The Maiming of the Victim by the Dogs.


Reminder: Dogs were Streetwalkers, Scavengers and Savage.
Psa. 59:6, 14; See Part I.

a. They Surrounded the Victim – 

Psa. 22:16, NIV


Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled mm.


i.e. Men who resemble dogs; savage, snarling, fierce, ferocious. 
i. Judas and a detachment of Soldiers and some officials from the chief priests 

and Pharisees Surrounded Him in the Garden of Gethsemane.

Jn. 18:3, NIV

ii. The Sanhedrin officers surrounded Him in His trial before them. 


The chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the whole Sanhedrin, 


reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to Pilate.
Mk. 15:1, NIV

iii. The Roman Soldiers surrounded him to mock him as King of the Jews.


The governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered 

the whole company of soldiers around him….They put a staff in his right hand 


and knelt in front of him and mocked him. "Hail, king of the Jews!" they said.
Mt. 27:27, 29, NIV

iv. But at the Cross, He Stood alone

· All the disciples forsook him, and fled.
Mt. 26:56

· God too had to forsake Him: My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?
Mt. 27:46

b. They Spiked the Victim – they pierced my hands and my feet.

Psa. 22:16

i. Remarkable that it is nowhere quoted or referred to in the NT as applied to the Lord.


In crucifixion, hands and feet could be bound to the cross.


But, the verb properly means “to dig, to bore through, to pierce.”

ii. No Reference in the history of Christ’s crucifixion that His hands and feet were pierced.


But compare: Jn. 19:37; 20:25, 27; Zech. 12:10; Rev. 1:7

iii. The Record as it stands most probably would refer to Christ’s crucifixion.


The sufferings foretold in Psa. 22 are consistent with those of a crucified Victim.

· I am poured out like water (14)
– a spear pierced his side…came there out blood and water.  Jn. 19:34
· all my bones are out of joint (14) 
– when hanging on a cross.

· I may tell all my bones (17) 
– the result of long hanging and stretching of the limbs on the cross

· they look and stare upon me (17) 
– his bones staring at him or his enemies standing around him.



cf. Isa. 52:14; 53:2-3
c. They Scarred the “Soul” of the Victim


Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog.
Psa. 22:20

i. Thus the Sword was lifted up against the Lord’s Fellow.
Zech. 13:7

ii. The Son, God’s Darling, was not spared but delivered to the power of the dogs.
Rom. 8:32

· “Darling” (yachiyd, yaw-kheed') = -- one alone, only, in the sense of “most dear, darling.”

· “Dog” represents the enemy spoken of as inflicting death by his hand (power).

· “Power” (yawd), lit. a hand, the open one indicating power 


Strong

iii. His Spirit was committed to the Father – Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit
LK. 23:46


Thus, the Son was delivered from “the hands” of the dogs to the hands of the Father. 

iv. The Summing up:
Psa. 22:20, 21, NIV


Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog.
KJV


Rescue me from the mouth of the lions; save me from the horns of the wild oxen.
NIV
Con.  :  
The use of animal imagery is now given in reverse order: 


dog, lion, and wild oxen—in contrast to bulls (v. 12), a lion (v. 13), and dogs (v. 16).
Psa. 22:20, 21


The Dogs and their Companions at the Cross inflicted tremendous Sufferings and Pain 


on God’s Sacrifice for Sin for us.


In this year of the Dog, let us no more bring Him pain.

Phil. 3:8, 10

· Let us Count all things that hinder our relationship with Christ Jesus our Lord


as loss that we may WIN Him, and 

· Let us Count them but dung (cast them to the dogs),  that (we) may KNOW Him,


and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings,


being made conformable unto his death.

