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Pt. II – The Chinese New Year of the Dog.

Recapitulation:

Pt. I. - THE DOGS: THEIR CONCEPTS AND COMPARISONS

A.  The Concepts Attached to the Dog

1. The Occurrences – 15 (sing); 24 (plu.) in 38 vs.

2. The Occasions:

a. In the Natural Sense (Lazarus, Ahab, Jezebel)

b. In the Metaphorical Sense (pros., Judaizers,…)

3. The Odd Texts

a. The Mention of “Dog” and “Pig”. Mt. 7:6

b. The Meaning of “Dung” in count them but dung, that I may win Christ.
Phil. 3:8

B. The Comparisons Associated with the Dog
1. We were Dogs saved by Grace.

2. But we are no more Dogs before God.

a. Dogs are Streetwalkers.
Psa. 59:6
b. Dogs are Scavengers.
Exo. 22:31
3. Behave not as Dogs - they are no Good. 
Isa. 56:10f

a. Be not as Dumb Dogs that cannot bark.

b. Be not as Sleeping Dogs, Lying down and Loving to Slumber.
4. 
Be ye a Sheep-dog, always on Guard.  
Job. 30:1 cf. I Pet. 5:1-4
a. Elders Watch for our souls as Sheep dogs.
Heb. 13:17
b. Elders Warn us of Grievous and Ravenous 
Acts 20:28-31 
           Wolves (false prophets) in Sheep’s clothing.
Matt. 7:15

c. Elders Work for the Chief Shepherd
I Pet. 5:1, 4
5.    Beware of Vile, Vomiting Dogs – they are Godless and Gross. 

II Pet. 2:22
Pt. 2 – The Year of the Dog

A. The Dogs That Were Silenced.
Exo. 11:7
1. The Extraordinary Happening – 

a. When the Lord Descended on Egypt – a supernatural phenomenon!
Exo. 11:4, 7; 

b. When the firstborn of Men and beasts died – 
Exo. 11:5; 12:29
c. When their other canine Members barked in Egypt. 



d. When a great Mayhem rose up in all of Egypt. 
Exo. 11:6; 12:30, 12c
2. The Evidence of God Working – God’s Distinctive Mark – 
Exo. 11:7, NIV

B. The Dogs that “Surrounded”. 

1. The Mention of “dogs” twice in Psa. 22.
Psa. 22:16, 20, NIV

· Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet.
· Deliver my life from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dogs.

a. Psalm 22 is Prophetic –
The Terms used in the Psalm were quoted as fulfilled in history.

· My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Used by Jesus on the cross.
Psa. 22:1 cf.  Mt. 27:46

· They part my garments… and cast lots upon my vesture quoted by John
22:18 cf. Jn. 19:24
· I will declare thy name unto my brethren by the writer to Hebrews.
22:22 cf. Heb. 2:10, 12  

b. Psalm 22 is Messianic

These are the words … in the Psalms, concerning Me.
Lk. 24:44

i. The Cry of Jesus on the cross.
22:1 cf. Mt. 27:46; Mk. 15:34

ii. The Concluding Cry of Jesus.
22:15 cf. Jn. 19:28

iii. The Crucifixion wounds of Jesus.
22:16 cf. Jn. 20:25

iv. The Clothes of Jesus was gambled for as with the psalmist’s.
22:18 cf. Jn. 19:23, 24


 Thus, the typical sufferings of a crucified person under the hot sun
cf. Lam. 1:13

c. The Psalm is Metaphoric – Metaphors are used of the Enemies of the Victim in the Psalm.


The enemies of the Cross were depicted as savage Creatures that surrounded the victim.


i. The Bulls of Bashan
Psa. 22: 12, NIV


· They were the Strong bulls of Bashan – strong bulls of Bashan encircle me
These bulls were known for their Size, Strength, and Savageness, as were the men they represented. 
· They Surrounded their Victim – Many bulls surround me.
See #2 below.

ii. The Ravening and Roaring Lions
Psa. 22:13


Roaring lions tearing their prey open their mouths wide against me.

NIV


They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion.

KJV

· The Ravening enemies opened their mouths to Devour.
Isa. 38:13 cf. I Pet. 5:8


“Ravening” = “voraciously devouring” as a lion opens its mouth wide to tear and devour its prey.


Cf. your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.

· Or the Roaring lions might be opening their mouths to Deride or scorn.

Cf. Psa. 22:7

· I am become the reproach of men, and the despised among the people.”
Psa. 22:6

· All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads:
Psa. 22:7, NIV
· He trusted in the Lord that he would deliver him; let him deliver him, since he delighted in him. 22:8


Cf. The Roaring enemies deriding Christ:
Lk. 23:35-37

· The rulers also with them derided him, saying, 


· He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God. 

· And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar,

· And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself.

iii. The Surrounding and Seizing Dogs.
See #2 below.


For dogs have compassed me—Men who resemble dogs; harsh, snarling, fierce, ferocious. 

2. The Maiming of the Victim by the Dogs.


Reminder: Dogs were Streetwalkers, Scavengers and Savage.
Psa. 59:6, 14 
a. They Surrounded the Victim – 
Psa. 22:16, NIV


Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled mm.


i.e. Men who resemble dogs; savage, snarling, fierce, ferocious. 
i. Judas and a detachment of Soldiers and some officials from the chief priests 

and Pharisees Surrounded Him in the Garden of Gethsemane.

Jn. 18:3, NIV

ii. The Sanhedrin officers surrounded Him in His trial before them. 


The chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the whole Sanhedrin, 


reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to Pilate.
Mk. 15:1, NIV

iii. The Roman Soldiers surrounded him to mock him as King of the Jews.


The governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered 

the whole company of soldiers around him….They put a staff in his right hand 


and knelt in front of him and mocked him. "Hail, king of the Jews!" they said.
Mt. 27:27, 29, NIV

iv. But at the Cross, He Stood alone

· All the disciples forsook him, and fled.
Mt. 26:56

· God too had to forsake Him: My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?
Mt. 27:46

b. They Spiked the Victim – they pierced my hands and my feet.

Psa. 22:16

i. Remarkable that it is nowhere quoted or referred to in the NT as applied to the Lord.


In crucifixion, hands and feet could be bound to the cross.


But, the verb properly means “to dig, to bore through, to pierce.”

ii. No Reference in the history of Christ’s crucifixion that His hands and feet were pierced.


But compare: Jn. 19:37; 20:25, 27; Zech. 12:10; Rev. 1:7

iii. The Record as it stands most probably would refer to Christ’s crucifixion.


The sufferings foretold in Psa. 22 are consistent with those of a crucified Victim.

· I am poured out like water (14)
– a spear pierced his side…came there out blood and water.  Jn. 19:34
· all my bones are out of joint (14) 
– when hanging on a cross.

· I may tell all my bones (17) 
– the result of long hanging and stretching of the limbs on the cross

· they look and stare upon me (17) 
– his bones staring at him or his enemies standing around him.



cf. Isa. 52:14; 53:2-3
c. They Scarred the “Soul” of the Victim


Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog.
Psa. 22:20

i. Thus the Sword was lifted up against the Lord’s Fellow.
Zech. 13:7

ii. The Son, God’s Darling, was not spared but delivered to the power of the dogs.
Rom. 8:32

· “Darling” (yachiyd) = -- one alone, only, in the sense of “most dear, darling.”

· “Dog” represents the enemy spoken of as inflicting death by his hand (power).

· “Power” (yawd), lit. a hand, the open one indicating power 


Strong

iii. His Spirit was committed to the Father – Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit
LK. 23:46


Thus, the Son was delivered from “the hands” of the dogs to the hands of the Father. 

Conclusion: 
The Son delivered from the Hands of the Dogs is now in the Hands of God and together Father and Son stretch out Their Hands to Save Sinners:
Isaiah 50:2 -  …Is My hand shortened at all, that it cannot redeem? or have I no power to deliver? behold, at 

my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the rivers a wilderness…

Isa. 59:1 - 
Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither His ear heavy, that it cannot hear: 

John 10:27-30 - My sheep hear My voice…and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish,

neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand. 

My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand. 


I and My Father are One.

In this year of the Dog, let us no more bring Him pain.

Phil. 3:8, 10

· Consider all things as rubbish, that you may gain Christ

Be as dogs saved by grace, Well-contented in Him, Walking with Him, Working for Him and

Worshipping Him.

Be not the Dog that is Dead, Dumb and Directionless, Walking the streets and scavenging for crumbs that the World offers when you can feast at the Lord's Table. 


Beware of wolves in sheep's clothing; they are Dangerous Dogs 


that seek to entangle you into the Bondage of Sin, Superstition and Scare
