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Series: Significant Places in Scripture – JERUSALEM, Pt. 1

Today is Jerusalem Day.
See below.

It is also Mother’s Day (13 May, 2018) – see Rumination 692. (Reflections for the Week at….)

Four Significant Dates “Today” (13 May):

9/10 May, 2018 – A New Day for Malaysia.

18/19 April, 2018 – [14 May, 1948] Israel’s 70th Independence Day.

13 May, 2018 – Jerusalem Day

13 May, 2018 – Mother’s Day

Galatians 4:26 (4:19-31)
But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.

Hagar, mother of Ishmael vs. Sarah, mother of Isaac

Introduction – 

Four Significant Calendar Dates for Israel in Modern History (Re: Part 2):

2 November, 1917 – The Balfour Declaration, confirming support from the British government for the establishment in Palestine of a "national home" for the Jewish people, with two conditions:

That nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country. 

· 14 May, 1948 – Independence Day of Israel, commemorating the Israeli Declaration of Independence.
Israel's Independence Day in 2018 was on Thursday, the 19th of April.
· 5-10 June, 1967 - The Six-Day War between Israel and the neighbouring states of Egypt (United Arab Republic), Jordan, and Syria.
· 12/13 May, 2018 – Jerusalem Day – commemorating the reunification of Jerusalem and the establishment of Israeli control over the Old City in the aftermath of the June 1967 Six-Day War.
· 2 May, 2017  – THE UNESCO Resolution on “Occupied Palestine” submitted by Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, Qatar and Sudan, that Israel has no legal or historical rights anywhere in Jerusalem…The vote, which coincided with Israel’s Independence Day, was passed with 22 countries in favour, 23 abstentions,  10 opposed, and the representatives of three countries absent…The 10 countries that voted against the resolution were the US, UK, Italy, The Netherlands, Lithuania, Greece, Paraguay, Ukraine, Togo, and Germany.
https://www.timesofisrael.com/on-independence-day-unesco-okays-resolution-ignoring-jewish-links-to-jerusalem/
http://beholdisrael.org/news-israel/news/unesco-passes-resolution-rejecting-israeli-sovereignty-jerusalem
A. The City - Jerusalem 

1. Its Universal Status: Jerusalem, the first city of Palestine and the “holy city” for three great world religions: Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. 

2. Its Unique State: 

a. The “holy city” is located fourteen miles W of the Dead Sea, thirty-three miles E of the Mediterranean. Bethlehem lies about five miles to the SE. The city is situated on an uneven rocky plateau at an elevation of 2,550 feet. It is 3,800 feet above the level of the Dead Sea. 

b. General Boundary of David’s City. Jebusite Jerusalem of David’s day was located on the SE hill and was shaped somewhat like a gigantic human footprint.

B. The Connotation: “Jerusalem”
1. Its Origin:

a. The Etymology of the name - not certain. Apparently of Hebrew origin = a hill of Jerusalem.

i. From Root = a dual (in allusion to its two main hills)

ii. The dual form probably refers to the two mountains on which it was built, viz., Zion and Moriah; or, as some suppose, to the two parts of the city, the "upper" and the "lower city."

b. The Irony of the Name – a city of peace with little peace!
See #b below
2. Its Occurrences in Scripture (KJV):

a. In the Old Testament
– 
Total: 643 occ. 
(667 occ. in 623 sections)

i. 1st occ., Josh. 10:1

Now it came to pass, when Adonizedek king of Jerusalem had heard how Joshua had taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it; as he had done to Jericho and her king, so he had done to Ai and her king; and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and were among them; 

ii. Last occ. Mal. 3:4

Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in former years.

b. In the New Testament 
– Total:    83 occ.
(144 occ. in 141 sections)
  Grand Total: 726 occ.
i. 1st. occ., Matt.  2:1

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 

ii. Last occ. Rev. 21:10

And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,

3. Its Oldest form:

The most ancient Biblical form is ‏יְרוּשָׁלֵם‎, yerūshālēm, shortened in Psalm 76:2 (cf. Gen. 14:18) to Salem.


And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God.
4. Its Other Names: 

a. Zion/Sion (KJV)

i. The transliteration of the Hebrew and Greek words that originally referred to the fortified hill of pre-Israelite Jerusalem between the Kedron and Tyropean valleys.  

ii. The name “Zion” was mentioned first in the account of David’s conquest of Jerusalem (II Sam. 5:6-10; 1 Chron. 11:4-9). The phrase “stronghold of Zion” may have referred to only the fortified section of the city. Jerusalem was the name of the city state as a whole and included numerous villages and houses located outside of the fortified area of the city itself. After David captured Zion, he resided there and changed its name to the “city of David.”

iii. Zion was used by biblical writers in a variety of ways. 

· Many of the psalmists used the term to refer to the Temple built by Solomon (2:6; 48:2; 84:7; 132:13). 

· In Isaiah 1:27, the idea of “Zion” included the whole nation. 

· Zion also stood for the capital of Judah (Amos 6:1). 

· The most common usage of Zion was to refer to the city of God in the new age (Isa. 1:27; 28:16; 33:5).

· Zion was understood, also, to refer to the heavenly Jerusalem (Isa. 60:14; Heb. 12:22; Rev. 14:1), the place where the Messiah would appear at the end of time. The glorification of the messianic community will take place on the holy mountain of “Zion.” See Jerusalem.

b. The City of David - the citadel "Zion" of the Jebusites became the "City of David" 

i. David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David. 
II Sam. 5:7; I Chr. 11:5

ii. Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is Zion
1 Kings 8:1
c. The City of God – 

i. There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High. 
Psa. 46:4
ii. Rehoboam…reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city which the LORD did choose out of all the tribes of Israel, to put his name there.
I Kgs. 14:21

iii. Jerusalem, the city where I have chosen Me to put My name. 
I Kgs. 11:36

C. God’s Choice of the Jews and Jerusalem.

1. God’s Special Choice of the People – the Jews/Hebrews –
Deut. 7:6-9 cf. Exo. 3:18; 5:3
a. To be His Sanctified people - For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God –
b. To be His Special people – The LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto 

himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth. 
c. To Set His Love on them: 
The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, 

i. Negatively – not because 
ye were more in number than any people; 


for ye were the fewest of all people:

d. Positively –  But because the LORD loved you, 

e. Affirmatively - and because He would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers.


(Gen. 12:1-3; 15:18, 19)

f. Know therefore that the LORD thy God, He is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations;

2. God’s Sovereign Choice of His Place of Worship – Jerusalem.
Deut. 12:10, 11

Then there shall be a place which the LORD your God shall choose to cause His name to dwell there; thither shall ye bring all that I command you; your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, your tithes, and the heave offering of your hand, and all your choice vows which ye vow unto the LORD:

3. God’s Sure Curses on their not obeying His Precepts.
Deut. 28:15, 45

But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee:

D. God’s Curse on the Jews and Jerusalem or their History. 

The history of Jerusalem from the time of Joshua to its destruction by Titus—a period of fifteen centuries—is a succession of changes, revolutions, sieges, surrenders, and famines. Each is followed by restoration and rebuilding. 

1. History of the Jews and Jerusalem: 

a. David’s Capture of the City from the Jebusites. 
II Sam. 5:7; I Chr. 11:5

b. David bringing the Ark into the city 
II Sam. 6:2-17

c. Its Destruction by Nebuchadnezzar.


i. Pictured in Daniel’s Golden Image (Head) and Beasts (Lion)
Dan. 2:37; 7:4

ii. Prophesied in Ezekiel’s warning to Israel.
Eze. 26:7

iii. Temple Pulled down and Razed, Inhabitants deported for 70 years.
II Chr. 36:19-21

d. The Decree of Cyrus the Great 

i. Cyrus Predestinated before Birth;
Isa. 45:1, 4

ii. Pictured in Daniel’s Golden Image (Shoulders) and Beasts (Bear)
Dan. 2:31; 7:5

iii. Pin-pointed to Decree the Rebuilding of the Temple and Jerusalem.
Isa. 44:28 

e. Nehemiah’s Dedication to Rebuild and Restore Jerusalem. 
Neh. 1:2

Under Nehemiah the city regained much of its former glory. 
Neh.

f. Alexander the Great Defeated Persia in 332 B.C.
Cf. Dan. 2:32; 7:6

He was the Horn broken off when Strong.
Dan. 8:8

g. Ptolemy Soter attacked the city in 320 B.C. and captured it because the Jews refused to fight and defend themselves on the Sabbath, and many of its inhabitants were removed to Africa.
h. The Seleucids (Syrians) wrested control of Palestine from the Ptolemies in 198 b.c. Their campaign against Jewish religion, as ordered by Antiochus Epiphanes, terminated in an order for the cessation of Jewish worship and their observance of the Sabbath and in the desecration of the Temple in 168 b.c. 
i. A Maccabean revolt launched in that year was ultimately successful in erecting an independent Jewish state, which continued from 142 to 63 b.c.  Eventually, bickering among factions in the Jewish state led to an invitation to the Roman general Pompey to intervene to settle the quarrel in 63 b.c. 
j. In this way the Romans gained control of Palestine. During the civil wars involving Pompey and Julius Caesar and Mark Antony and Octavian, Palestine was caught in the cross fire.
k. After Octavian (Augustus) established himself as ruler of the Roman world and restored order to the Empire and after Herod the Great established himself as king in Jerusalem, the city soon again became restored to much of its former grandeur. 
l. Under Herod the Temple was enlarged and beautified. It was in this state that Christ found the city. Under Herod the city was given a better water supply. Under Herod’s grandson, Herod Agrippa, in a.d. 41, the area inside the city wall was doubled. 
m. Bad government by Roman procurators, appointed over Judea as a Roman province, led to discontent and rebellion, however; 
n. and finally Titus laid siege to the city and destroyed it in a.d. 70, sacrificing one million lives. Cf. Matt. 24:1-2
Next Sunday:

2.
History of the Early Church and the City of Jerusalem – Pt. 2

