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 Pt. 1 - The Building of The Wall
Neh. Chs. 1-3

Introduction 1: 
UN UNESCO Resolution 200 EX/25 – Occupied Palestine.
Date
13 October 2016      Meeting no.
200

Code
EX/PX/DR (Document)

Voting summary: 23 voted for; 7 voted against; 28 abstained; 2 absent

Result
Israel condemned over accusations of multiple transgressions against the Palestinian people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Occupied_Palestine_Resolution
The UNESCO Resolution on Jerusalem and the Temple Mount.

Full text of UNESCO resolution on “Occupied Palestine” approved at committee stage by 24 votes to 6, with 26 abstentions, in Paris on October 13, 2016. The resolution is scheduled to be approved next week by UNESCO’s Executive Board.
Voting in favour were: Algeria, Bangladesh, Brazil, Chad, China, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Iran, Lebanon, Malaysia, Morocco, Mauritius, Mexico, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Russia, Senegal, South Africa, Sudan and Vietnam.
Voting against were: Estonia, Germany, Lithuania, The Netherlands, United Kingdom and United States.
Abstaining were: Albania, Argentina, Cameroon, El Salvador, France, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Haiti, India, Italy, Ivory Coast, Japan, Kenya, Nepal, Paraguay, Saint Vincent and Nevis, Slovenia, South Korea, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda and Ukraine. Absent were: Serbia and Turkmenistan.
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-of-new-unesco-resolution-on-occupied-palestine/
7. Calls on Israel, the Occupying Power, to allow for the restoration of the historic Status Quo, that prevailed until September 2000, under which the Jordanian Awqaf Department (Religious Foundation) exercised exclusive authority on Al-Aqsa Mosque/Al-Haram Al-Sharif, and its mandate extended to all affairs relating to the unimpeded administration of Al-Aqsa Mosque/Al-Haram AlSharif, including maintenance, restoration and regulating access;

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/1.747982
On Israel’s side, officials including the prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, have continued to complain that the language of the resolution failed to refer to the Western Wall and Temple Mount by its Hebrew name and used inverted commas when referring to the Western Wall in earlier drafts.

The new draft also removed multiple references to Israel’s occupation of east Jerusalem and the Old City, although international law regards Israel as occupying east Jerusalem.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/26/unesco-adopts-controversial-resolution-on-jerusalem-holy-sites-israel
UNESCO Votes 22-10 To Condemn Israel’s Control Over Jerusalem

May 2, 2017 By JTA
NEW YORK (JTA) — The United Nations’ cultural agency voted to condemn Israel’s sovereignty in Jerusalem.

UNESCO — the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization — passed a resolution called “Occupied Palestine”  by a vote of 22-10, with 26 countries abstaining or absent, on Tuesday.

The resolution calls on Israel to rescind any “legislative and administrative measures and actions” it has taken to “alter the character and status” of Jerusalem. It rejects the idea of a “basic law” in Jerusalem, based off of a 1980 Knesset law, which implies that the city is one unified whole and governed solely by Israel.

Submitted by Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, Qatar and Sudan, the resolution also sharply criticizes Israel’s construction in eastern Jerusalem’s Old City and “deplores” the Jewish state’s “continuous” closure of the Gaza strip.

The vote was taken on Israel’s Independence Day and follows a highly controversial UNESCO resolution passed last October that ignored Jewish ties to the Western Wall and Temple Mount sites.

Hillel Neuer, who heads the watchdog group UN Watch, tweeted that despite the outcome, Israel won a “moral victory” in the voting process. He noted that the United States, Germany, the United Kingdom, Greece, Italy and the Netherlands all voted no, and that India abstained.

 Moral victory for Israel on Independence Day: @UNESCO condemnation over Jerusalem gets least votes ever: 22-10, with 26 abstain or absent. pic.twitter.com/ndCK46tor1 — UN Watch (@UNWatch) May 2, 2017 SHARE
http://forward.com/fast-forward/370647/unesco-votes-to-condemn-israel-s-presence-in-jerusalem/
Read more: http://forward.com/fast-forward/370647/unesco-votes-to-condemn-israel-s-presence-in-jerusalem/
Introduction 2: 

(1) Jerusalem in Jewish history.

(a) Jeru(salem) and Melchizedek, king of Salem. 
Gen. 14:18f cf. Psa. 76:1, 2; Heb. 7:2; cf. Abram, the Hebrew (1st occurrence), 14:13
(b) Jerusalem, in Mt. Moriah, Abraham, David, Solomon, the Temple.

    


Gen. 22:2; II Chr. 3:1;II Sam. 24:18

Later Abraham was commanded to offer Isaac on one of the mountains in the land of Moriah (Gen. 22:2). II Chr. understood Moriah to be where Solomon built the temple (2 Chron. 3:1) on the former threshingfloor of Araunah that David had purchased for an altar to God (2 Sam. 24:18). 
The Muslim mosque, the Dome of the Rock, stands in this area today. 

Holman Bible Dictionary.

(c) Jerusalem became a Hebrew City under David.
         The moving of the ark (II Sam. 6) made Jerusalem the religious Center of the nation. 

Here God made an everlasting Covenant with the house of David (II Sam. 7:16). 

Here Solomon built the Temple that David had wanted to build. 

It was to be a dwelling place for God (I Kgs 8:13).

Here, the tribes Came three times a year, so that “every one of them in Zion appeareth before God”

(Deut. 16:16; Ps. 84:7).

Here in Jerusalem was the Capital of the Southern Kingdom when Israel was divided.

(d) Jerusalem in Captivity:
Jerusalem besieged by Babylon (Cf. Psa. 137) and in captivity for 70 years.

Jerusalem under Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome until the time of Christ.

(e) Jerusalem in the time of Christ.
Herod the Great remodeled Jerusalem. His outstanding building project was the Temple. Doubling the Temple area, Herod constructed a magnificent building of huge white stones, richly ornamented. Here Jews from all the world came for religious festivals, and here Jesus from Nazareth came to bring His message to the leaders of the Jewish nation. 

(f) The Current day Jerusalem:

This Jerusalem in which Jesus walked was destroyed by the Roman general Titus in A.D. 70 after zealous Jews revolted against Rome. Not one stone of the Temple building remained standing on another, and widespread destruction engulfed the city. A second revolt in A.D. 135 (the Bar-Kochba Rebellion) resulted in Jews being excluded from the city. From that time until the founding of the modern state of Israel in 1948, the major role of Jerusalem in the Hebrew-Christian religion has been one of symbol, hope, and prophecy

(2) Jerusalem and Christianity:
(a) Jerusalem featured in the Birth of Jesus and in His public ministry, 
(b) All of Luke’s resurrection appearances took place in or near Jerusalem, and the disciples were instructed to stay there until the Day of Pentecost. Then the Spirit would come upon them and inaugurate the new age. Jerusalem is the center of the missionary activity of the church, which must extend to the end of the earth (Acts 1:8). 

(c) Paul, though sent out from Antioch, looked to Jerusalem as the center of the earthly church. He envisioned the “man of sin” who comes before the Day of the Lord as appearing in Jerusalem (2 Thess. 2:3-4). 

(3) Jerusalem in the Prophecy of Revelation:
(a) Jerusalem figures in the final vision of Revelation. 
(b) It would be given to the Gentiles in the Great Tribulation. ( Rev. 11:1-2)
The Prophecy regarding the Status of Jerusalem and its Temple in the time of the Great Tribulation:
1  And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 
2  But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. 
(c) The earthly Jerusalem (the beloved city) appears for the last time after the thousand-year reign of Christ (Rev. 20:7-9). 
(d) Finally, John saw the new Jerusalem descending from heaven to the new earth. 
This incomparably beautiful city is described in such a way that it is clear that the goal of the whole sweep of biblical revelation (the glory of the nations, the tree of life, a river of life, eternal vision of and communion with God) is fulfilled, and God reigns with His people forever and ever (Rev. 21-22:5). See Revelation.

Although Jerusalem appears in the Hebrew Bible 669 times, 
it is not mentioned in the Pentateuch.

Zion occurs 154 times in the KJV. (153 Zion +1 Sion in O.T.; 7 in N.T.)
Jerusalem occurs 702 times in the KJV. (643 in O.T.; 59 in N.T,)

The city of Jerusalem is not mentioned with this name in the Quran, but what is mentioned is the Holy Land and the Al-Aqsa Mosque, as stated in the verse in which Allaah says (what means): {Exalted is He Who took His Servant by night from al-Masjid al-Haraam to al-Masjid al-Aqsa, whose surroundings We have blessed, to show him of Our signs. Indeed, He is the Hearing, the Seeing.} [Quran 17:1]

http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=307585
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 Pt. 1 - The Building of The Wall
Neh. Chs. 1-3

A. Its Incidence in History or The Occasion for the Rebuilding of the wall
1. The Man Nehemiah – He was a Jew Concerned with …
a. The Jews and Jerusalem 

1:2 Cp. Psa. 137:5,6

i. They had Breached their Covenant with Jehovah.
1:6-7 cf. Dan. 9:5-15

ii. They had Been sent into Captivity by Jehovah.
1:8 cf. II Chr. 36:14-21; Dan. 9:1, 2

iii. They were Brought back by Commandment to Jerusalem:
Ezra 6:14,15 cf. II Chr. 36:22, 23



b.

The Jews and Jehovah.




1:10, 5

i.
They were His People
- He was their LORD Yahweh, the Covenant-keeping God.


ii.
They were His Servants.
- He was their God of Heaven, the Sovereign God.

iii.
They were His Redeemed
- He was their Great and awe-inspiring God Who demonstrated His 

Might and Majesty in Egypt

2. The Men and Women Building the Wall - there were 42 groups of people.
a. The Workers on the Wall.

i. The Priests - they repaired the Sheep-gate - They were the first to start work.
Neh. 3:1

· The Restoration of the Place of Sacrifice

· The Revival of Priestly Services.

ii. The Goldsmiths.


Neh. 3:8 cf. Exo. 31:3,4

· They were Divinely-called out men. 

Exo. 31:2; 35:30

· They were those who were Stirred up of God
· They were Wise-hearted:

Exo. 31:6

· They were the Sensitive-hearted.

35:21, 26

· They were the Willing-hearted.




35:22, 29


Note: The Work of the Lord always involves the Heart.

· They were Spirit-filled men.
31:3

· They were Spirit-gifted men.
31:3, 6 Cf. Eph. 4:7, 8, 11

iii. The Apothecaries or Perfumers.

Neh .3:8

(Perfumers or medicine -makers entrusted with the preparation of incense for the temple offerings.)

· The Persons Involved

Exo. 30:22-28

People skilled in "the art of the perfumer"

30:25

· The Preparation they made.


They prepared the incense and the anointing oil for service in the Tabernacle. Exo. 30:25, 35


Worship requires Preparation.

Jn. 4:24

· Their Presence at the wall.

Neh. 3:8


Worship is linked with Service.


Worship precedes Service. (Rebuilding of the Temple before the wall).


b. The Shirkers at the Wall - "but their nobles put not their necks to the work of their Lord."


i. They Exempted themselves from the Work.

Neh. 3:5

Others had to Execute the Work for them.

Neh. 3:27

ii. They Exploited the Others in the Work.

Neh. 5:1-9

· They could Stand and Stare while others Suffered.

· They could Lend Money to make the Lot of others increase in Misery.

· They were working out their Worth, while others were Working and Warring.  Cf. Neh. chs. 3, 4


They should be Excluded from the Work.

Neh. 5:9

c. The Jerks at the Wall.

Neh. 4:10





They worked for a time but became discouraged because of...





- the Effort of others; the Effect of accumulating rubbish; the Enemies that surrounded them.

i. These were Talkers.


Neh. 4:10

· Judah said...  Note Judah was the leader of the tribes (those who should know better).

· Our Adversaries said… (this was to be expected.)
4:11

· The Jews who dwelt by them said... 
4:12

ii. There were Doubters


Neh. 4:10a






They reported on the inefficiency of others yet refused to help.

· They Disparaged the Doers.

· They Discouraged the will-be Doers.

iii. These were the Spectators.


Neh. 4:10b






They saw the poor condition of things but they refused to help.


"There is much rubbish so that we are not able to build."

Con.: There is need for repair in the Church,


(1)
When there are Gifted men, but they do not come forward to build the Wall.


(2)
When the lives of Gifted men are not backed up by a Spirit-filled and Sanctified life.


(3)
When the most-gifted and the least-gifted are not involved side by side to rebuild the wall.


(4)
When gifted men are suppressed, and they cannot exercise their gifts.

And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.
Rom. 13:11
