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1. The King’s Triumphal Entry (Mt. 21:1-11)

(Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-42; John 12:12-14)

Intro: Background to Palm Sunday.

A. Palm Sunday in Church History. Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet Him. Jn. 12:3 


(cf. branches from the trees, Mt. 21:8, etc.). 
Cf. Rev. 7:9
1. The Place of Palm Sunday in Church History

a. Palm Sunday is the final Sunday of Lent.
See #2

i. It Commemorates the triumphant arrival of Christ in Jerusalem, days before He was Crucified.

ii. Followers Celebrate the day with palm Fronds used to re-enact Christ's arrival in Jerusalem.. 

b. Palm branches symbolized goodness and victory. 
1 Kgs. 6:29; Rev. 7:9

2. Lent and its Liturgies in Traditional Church History.

a. Lent and Palm Sunday - A period of 40 weekdays from Ash Wednesday to Holy Saturday. 

The six Sundays are not included. The name of the sixth Sunday of Lent is "Palm Sunday”.

b. Shrove Tuesday – The day before Ash Wednesday, the required annual day of confessing one's sins and receiving absolution and instructions on the penances to be performed during Lent, thus, Shrove Tuesday

c. Ash Wednesday – a day of Fasting, the First day of Lent. It occurs 46 days (40 fasting days, if the six Sundays, which are not days of fast, are excluded) before Easter

d. Maundy Thursday – the Thursday before Good Friday. The English word "Maundy" comes from the Latin mandatum, which means "commandment." On His last night before his betrayal and arrest, Jesus washed the feet of His disciples and then gave them a new commandment to love one another as He had loved them (John 13:34). Christians therefore keep this night with celebrations both at the basin (footwashing) and at the Lord's Table (Holy Communion).

e. Good Friday – also known as "Holy Friday", preceding Easter Sunday, celebrated traditionally, as the day on which Jesus was crucified. Why not “Bad Friday”? A corruption of “God Friday”? Or "good" simply means pious or holy. 

The Oxford English Dict.: “a day or season observed as holy by the church", an archaic sense of good.

Did Jesus die on a Friday?
Cf. Mt. 12:40


f. Easter Sunday – The day when Christians Celebrate Jesus Christ rising from the dead.

i. Is “Easter” biblical? Easter in Acts 12:4, KJV is Gk. pascha, from Heb. Pesah = the Passover, 

ii. Easter is of Saxon origin and is Pagan, like its festivities, Easter eggs, bunnies etc.
Eastra, was the goddess of spring, in whose honour sacrifices were offered about Passover time each year. By the eighth century Anglo-Saxons had adopted the name to designate the celebration of Christ’s resurrection – The New Unger's Bible Dictionary.

iii.  “Easter Sunday” should properly be Resurrection Sunday!

B. “Palm Sunday” in Biblical History.
Mt. 21:1-11
“Palm Sunday” commemorates the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem, 

when Palm branches were Placed in his Path. 
Mt. 21:1-9


Events leading to “Palm Sunday”

1. The Rejection of the King.

a. He was Rejected in the Region of Galilee.
Mt. chs. 3-12

b. Would He now be Received by the Royal city of Jerusalem?
Mt. 21:1-22:14

c. Jesus Rebuked the Sins of Israel.

i.
   2nd Cleansing of the Temple.  

21:12-17

ii. 
Cursing of the fig Tree.

21:18-22

iii.
 Confrontation with the Leaders.
      21:23-22:46
2. The Reception in Jerusalem.

a. The Passover Period:

Since it was Passover, there were probably about 2 million people in and around Jerusalem. This was the only time in His ministry that Jesus actually planned and promoted a public demonstration. Up to this time, He had cautioned people not to tell who He was, and He had deliberately avoided public scenes.

b. The Purpose of this Procession:

i. The last Chance for the People to acknowledge Him as the Prophesied coming Messiah King.
ii. The Confirmation of the Prophecy in Zechariah.
Mt. 21:5; Zech. 9:9
This prophecy Could apply only to Jesus Christ, the only One with such Credentials.
C. “Palm Sunday” in Biblical History.
1. The Preparation and Preliminary Notes:
Mt. 21:1-3
Jesus Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem was recorded in all four Gospels 
in contrast to the shame of Jesus’ Crucifixion: 
Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-42; John 12:12-14
a. The Towns Mentioned:


i. Bethany: Jesus had dinner with the family of Lazarus before the entry into Jerusalem. Jn. 12:1-3
ii. Bethphage: close to Bethany on the eastern side of Mount of Olives.
Mt. 21:1

b. The Towering Mount of Olives on the eastern side of Jerusalem. Its Role:

i. Jesus Agonised in the Garden of Gethsemane near the Mount of Olives.
They went out into the mount of Olives… unto a place called Gethsemane.
Mt. 26:30, 36
ii. Jesus Ascended to Heaven from the Mount of Olives.
Acts 1:11, 12
…this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet;
iii. Jesus 2nd Advent to earth will be on Mt. Olives:
Zech. 14:3, 4

Then shall the LORD go forth…and His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives…and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley…
c. The Two disciples who were sent out to make the preparations.
Mt. 21:1-3
i. Not Identified in any of the four Gospels –  then sent Jesus two disciples

 21:1b
ii. Their Instructions

 21:2
· Where they should go – Go into the village over against you,
· What they should find – straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her

Two animals, only mentioned by Matthew.
· What they should do – loose them, and bring them unto Me.
iii. The Inquiry Anticipated:

 21:3
And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; 

and straightway he will send them
iv. The Inquiry Asked and Answered as Anticipated.

 21:3

And certain of them that stood there said unto them, What do ye, loosing the colt?
Mk. 11:5;

As they were loosing the colt, the owners thereof said unto them, Why loose ye the colt? Lk. 19:33

2. The Prophecy.
Mt. 21:4-5 
a. The Prophecy as Recalled by Matthew.
Mt. 21:4, 5 cf. Zech. 9:9
All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 
Tell ye the daughter of Sion, 

Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, 
and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass

b. The Prediction as Recorded by Zechariah: [The highlight texts omitted by Matthew]
 Zech. 9:9

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: 

behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, 

and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 
c. The Probable Reasons for the Omissions by Matthew:
Mt. 21:5 cf. Zech. 9:9
	
	Zech. 9:9
	Mt. 21:5

	i. 
	Rejoice greatly and Shout.

The  daughter of Zion, Behold thy salvation cometh  

(from Isa. 62:11)
	Jerusalem could not rejoice. God’s judgement would fall soon.

Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. Lk. 23:28

	ii. 
	He is just and having salvation
	But He was not coming to Mete out judgment (just); He was offering Mercy and grace, but they rejected it. Jn. 1:11

	iii. 
	He is riding coming forth as King.

Cf. Rev. 19:11, 16

I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and He that sat upon him was called Faithful and True… He hath…a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.
	They failed to recognise the King sitting on an ass, meek and lowly. A king would ride on a horse.
sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass 

Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King?

But they cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him. The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar. Jn. 19:15
 

	iv. 
	Yet to be Fulfilled in the Millennium.
	Partially Fulfilled; to be Fulfilled Fully in the Future.


3. The Procession.
Mt. 21:6-8
And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, 7 And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set him thereon. 8 And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way. 
a. The Present Purpose of the Procession.
i. To Fulfil Prophecy – All this was done, that it might be fulfilled…spoken by the prophet
Mt. 21:4
ii. To Furnish Proof that He was the only one with the credentials – no king could fulfil the prophecy.

iii. To Finally Prompt the Pharisees to act – The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, 
Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? behold, the world is gone after Him.
Jn. 12:19


Jesus must be the Passover Lamb to die at Passover Period!
b. The People in the Procession. The multitudes that went before, and that followed…Mt. 21:9

i. Those living in Jerusalem Welcomed Him.
ii. The Pilgrims who Walked from Galilee to celebrate the Passover.

iii. Those who Witnessed Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead.
Jn. 12:17
The people therefore that was with Him when he called Lazarus out of his grave…
iv. A Mark of Welcoming for a King? But not understood.
Jn. 12:16
These things understood not his disciples at the first: but when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that these things were written of him, and that they had done these things unto him.
c. The Participants in the Procession.
Mt. 21:7, 8
i. The Creatures that Carried Jesus – the ass, and the colt

 21:7a

· ye shall find a Colt tied, whereon never man sat; loose him, and bring him.
Mk. 11:2
· Christ rode on the Colt accompanied by the mother.
Mk, Lk, Jn.
Jesus probably sat only on the colt which had never been ridden before. (Mk. 11:2; Lk. 19:30)
ii. The Disciples set their Clothes on the Donkey for Saddle.
Mt. 21:7
iii. The Crowd spread their Cloaks in the pathway.
iv. Others Cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way.
Mt. 21:8
4. The Proclamation.
Mt. 21:9

And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.

a. The Palms in the Proclamation:
Jn. 12:12, 13

On the next day much people that were come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet Him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord. Cf. branches from the trees. 
Mt. 21:8
b. The Psalms in the Proclamation or 

The Hosannas in the Proclamation:
Mt. 21:9

Hosanna to the son of David; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; 
Hosanna in the highest.

i. The Petition and the later Praise:
The words were from Psalm 118:25, 26 – Save now I beseech Thee…Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the LORD….

"Hosanna" is a transliteration of the Hebrew hôšâh nā;, "Save (us), we pray" or grant salvation.

ii. The Acknowledgement and the Acclamation.
Mt. 21:8
Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord
5. The Perplexity.
Mt. 21:10, 11

And when He was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this?
 And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 
a. The Hollowness in the Proclamation.

 And when He was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this?
Mt. 21:10
i. The City Crowd was Moved, saying, Who is this?
Mt. 21:10a  

move = to rock (vibrate, properly sideways or to and fro).

Strong
ii. The Pilgrims coming for the Passover (the Multitude) said, 
This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.

Mt. 21:11
“Said” – form of the verb indicates that repeated the information again and again.

b. Their Hollering before Pilate.
Jn. 19:14, 15


The Pharisees, the Priests and the People Protested:
John 19:14-15
When Pilate Presented to them Jesus their King at…


the Preparation of the Passover…about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!
But they cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.
c. And this was in spite of these Hallowed Pronouncements…
i. By Zechariah who Prophesied Who Jesus was: 
Zech. 9:9 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

ii. By Jesus Who Proclaimed Himself to fulfil the Prophecy: 
Matt. 21:4-5 
All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 
Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, 
iii. By the People who Proclaimed earlier Jesus in the Procession into Jerusalem:

Hosanna to the son of David; Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord; 

Hosanna in the highest.
Yesterday we proclaimed loudly our Hosannas

Today we proclaim and laud our Hallelujahs

Tomorrow will we Holler: “We have no king but Caesar!” or ourselves as kings of our lives?

What shall our answer be on “Good Friday”?
Our Lord is now rejected,

And by the world disowned,

By the many still neglected,

And by the few enthroned,

But soon He’ll come in glory,

The hour is drawing nigh,

For the crowning day is coming by and by.

Refrain

Oh, the crowning day is coming,

Is coming by and by,

When our Lord shall come in power,

And glory from on high.

Oh, the glorious sight will gladden,

Each waiting, watchful eye,

In the crowning day that’s coming by and by.


Daniel W. Whittle
