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  Study on Habakkuk

Part I – When God Judges or Why does not God Judge?
By KC Ung

I. The Background

A. The Title of the Book.

1. The Prophecy
Hab. 1:1

a. The Superscription – burden (KJV); oracle (NIV).

b. The Revelation – did see 
(vision, 2:3)
i. The Questions – Why does not God Judge? (1:2-4) and Why does God Judge so Unfairly? 1:12-2:1

ii. The Answers – God’s Amazing Answer (1:5-11) and God’s Appointed Answer
2:2-20

2. The Prophet.
Hab. 1:1

a. The Meaning: Chabaqquwq (Habakkuk) = embrace [to embrace or to be embraced?]
b. The Man: he embraces or clings to God when he does not understand.
Cf. 3:16-18, 19
3. The Priest? – To the chief singer on my stringed instruments. 
Hab. 3:19c, cf. 3:1; Selah (3:3, 9, 13)

B. The Time the Book was written.

1.
Josiah and his Reforms.
II Kgs. 23:1-28

2.
Jehoahaz Restrained.
II Kgs. 23:31-33

3.
Jehoiakim (Eliakim) Rebelled. 
II Kgs. 23:34-37; 24:1-6; Jer. 22:13-18,19

4.
Jehoiachin Removed.     
II Kgs. 24:1-3-8, 9-16

5.
Zedekiah (Mattaniah) Renegaded. 
II Kgs. 24:17-20

6.
Nebuchadsnazzar besieged Jerusalem and Carried Judah into Captivity. 
II Kgs. 25:1-7-21


Habakkuk prophesied before the Babylonian invasion; thus, probable date would be 607B.C.
C. The Theme and Purpose of the Book,

1. Habakkuk’s Questions and God’s Answers.

a. Why violence and injustice are not punished?
Hab. 1:2-4; 5-11

b. Why use a more violent and ruthless people to punish a less violent people?
Hab. 1:12-2:1; 2:2-20
2. Habakkuk’s Conclusion – the just shall live by his faith.
Hab. 2:4

Trust God – His Person; His Power; and His Plan
Hab. 3:1-3; 3:4-12; 3:13-19
3. Habakkuk’s Quotations:

a. Rom. 1:17
– Faith in God is the Substance of our Righteousness.
Cf. Heb. 11:1
b. Gal. 3:11 
– Without Faith, it is impossible to appear in His Sight or Satisfy Him. Cf. Heb. 11:6
c. Heb. 10:38
– Faith keeps on trusting and acknowledges God’s Sovereign will at all times.

D. The Text of the Book

1. Habakkuk’s Prevailing Problems and God’s Amazing Answer
Hab. 1:1-4,; 1:5-11

2. Habakkuk’s Perplexing Problem and God’s Appointed Answer
Hab. 1:12-2:1; 2:2-20

3. Habakkuk’s Praise of God’s Appearance and Actions; and his Affirmation of Faith.
  3:1-7, 8-15, 16-19
II. The Biblical Text

A. HAbakkuk’s Prevailing Problems
Hab. 1:1-4
1. His Persistent Cry and Call for help


a. It had been Unnecessarily long – O LORD, how long shall I cry
1:2a 
i. Cf. David’s Cry.
Psa. 13:1, 2 cf. 3-6

ii. Cf. Israel’s Cry:
Psa. 74:10
Remember…forget not…

74:2, 18, 19, 22, 23
b. It had been Unanswered – and thou wilt not hear!
1:2b
2. The Prevailing Circumstances.
1:3

a. Iniquity (injustice, wrongdoing) and Grievance (trouble, wrong) Abound.

b. Spoiling (destruction) and violence Around
cf. Gen. 6:11

c. Strife and Contention (conflict) Among the people.
cf. Jer. 15:10
3. His Pertinent Conclusion.
Hab. 1:4

a. Therefore Justice never Prevails and the Law is Paralyzed.
1:4, NIV
Paralysed: lit., “becomes cool, numbed”
b. Therefore, Justice is Perverted – the wicked hem in the righteous.
1:4, NIV
perverted (from ‛āqal, “to bend or twist out of shape,” a word used only here in the OT). 

With wicked men in power, justice was twisted and turned till it came out injustice!
B. God’s Amazing Answer
Hab. 1:5-11

1. The Answer will be Amazing. 
1:5
a.
Jerusalem will be destroyed; Judah will be captives.


b.
The Coming Chaldeans will be Cruel; the Babylonians will be Brutal.
2. The Imminent Babylonian Invasion will serve as God’s Instrument of Judgment.
1:6-10
a. The Character of the Babylonians:
1:6, NIV

i. Ruthless (bitter) – they Sweep through the whole earth.

ii. Impetuous (hasty) – they Seize dwellings not their own.
b. Babylon’s Conduct Compared with Habakkuk’s Complaints.
1:7-11, NIV

i. His Complaint 
– the Law is Paralyzed
1:4

Their Conduct 
– they are a Law to themselves.
1:7

ii.  His Complaint – the Law is Slacked.
1:4, KJV

The Conduct of their Cavalry: the Horses are swift; the Horsemen are fast.  
1:8, NIV

· Their Horses are Swifter than the Leopards; Fiercer than the Wolves at dusk;


· Their Horsemen Gallop Headlong (spread themselves)


· They Come from Far. They Fly Faster than vultures (eagles, Dan. 7:4)
 cf. Jer. 5:17
iii. His Complaint – Cry out unto Thee of violence.
1:2, KJV

Their Conduct: They shall Come all for violence. (Purpose, Picture, Prisoners) 1:9
· Their Purpose: they all come bent on Violence. [Violence begets violence.] 
1:9, NIV

· The Picture – like a desert wind. 
Cf. Jer. 4:11-13

· The Prisoners – gathered up like sand. (numerous prisoners collected for deportation.)


iv. His Complaint – 
Destruction and violence are before me.
1:3, NIV


Their Conduct – They shall destroy everything in their path.
1:9, 10,11a, NIV
· They deride kings and scoff at rulers. 
Cf. II Kgs. 25:7ff

· They laugh at all fortified cities; 

· They build earthen ramps and capture them.
Cf. II Kgs. 19:32

· They sweep past like the wind and go on.

The Conclusion: 
They are Guilty – they make their own strength their god.
1:11, NIV

c. Habakkuk’s Confusion: such “Justice” still cannot be Just.
Hab. 1:13
i.
Why then do You tolerate the treacherous? 

ii.
Why are You silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?



It is just not Consistent with God’s Character.
1:12; see below

C. Habakkuk’s Perplexing problem
Hab. 1:12-2:1


This “Justice” is Confusing and Complex – How can God use Brutal Babylon to punish Judah?

1. The Complexity.

a. The Character of God.
1:12, NIV; ct. 1:11
i. He is the God of the Covenant: 



    Lord (Yahweh) – He is Self-Existent and Omnipresent.

ii. He is the God of Creation:
God (Elohim) – 

  He Created all things and in Him all things Consist.

iii. He is the God of Consecration 



        the Holy One – Be ye holy; for I am holy.  
Cf. I Pet. 1:15, 16

iv. He is the God of Consolidation the Rock. 
Psa. 62:6, 7, NIV     

He is my Rock…my Salvation…my Fortress…my Strength…my Refuge.
b. The Complex Conduct of God.
Hab. 1:13, 14, NIV

i. God cannot tolerate wrong – His eyes cannot look on evil and iniquity.


ii. Yet He tolerates the treacherous and the wicked. Why?

iii. Men now are like fishes in the sea and crawling things on land without a ruler!
 1:14

c. The Conduct of the Ungodly Babylonian “fishermen”...
Hab. 1:15-17, NIV

i. They Sweep in their catch,
1:15

ii. They Sacrifice and Slaughter the living creatures.
1:16

iii. They Smoke the Sacrifice in Incense (qatar)
1:16 cf. Exo. 29:13, 18, 25

iv. They Save the Fat for their Food.
1:16, KJV ct. Lev. 3:16

2. The Confusion.

Hab. 1:13, 17
a. Why are the Treacherous Tolerated?
1:13b

b. Why is God Silent when the wicked Swallow the more righteous?
1:13c

c. Are the wicked going to be Spared for them to continue Slaying more nations?
1:17

3. The Conclusion.


a. Habakkuk will keep Watch and See.
Hab. 2:1

b. He will Wait to see what God will Say.

c. He is indeed Wise to see how God’s Sovereign Will will Work itself out.

Part II – When God Judges? Or Why Does God Judge So Unfairly?

D.
God’s Appointed Answer.
Hab. 2:2-20
Part III = When God Judges, He Is Awesome!

E. 
Habakkuk’s Personall Praise, Awe and Adorarion.
Hab. 3:1-19

