
23rd Nov. 2014 
Island Glades Gospel Chapel
The Years That The Locust Hath Eaten, Joel 1:4; 2:25
Part 1 – The Years in The Day of the Lord – Or Israel’s Retribution.
Part 2 – The Years Eaten by the Locust Restored – Or Israel’s Restoration.
A. 
The Context of Israel’s Lost Years – Eaten by the Locusts.

1. The Prophecy of Joel: The Day of the Lord  

Joel = Jehovah (Jo) is God (el). 
 Cp. Elijah = God (Eli) is Jehovah (Jah).
A Message of Jehovah’s Judgment on the day of Yahweh.

2. The Perspective of Joel – the Day of the Lord (5 occ.)
 a.
It is Frightening. 
Joel 1:15; 2:1, 11, 31; 3:14
 b.
It is Future: It has to do with Israel's Retribution 
Joel 1:15; 2:1, 31 cf. Zech. 14:1-3, 4-7; 12-15

It has to do with Israel’s Restoration.
Joel 3:17b, 18 (cf. 3:14-17a); Zech. 14:8-11, 16-21
B. The Concept of the Lost Years.  (Background Explanation)
1.  The Viewpoint of the Old Testament Prophet:




His Mountain-peaks-Vision Missing out the Valley.
a. The Cross and the Crown. 
I Pet. 1:10, 11
b. The Child and His Coronation.  
Isa. 9:6, 7
c. The Acceptable Year of the Lord and the Day of Vengeance. 

[Missing: The Church Age]   

Isa. 61:1-2 cf. Lk. 4:17-19
2.  The View down In the Valley: The Mystery!

The Church is a Mystery. 
Eph. 3:1-12

a. 
The Meaning of Mystery – Not a ritual perplexity…
3:3-5 

i. Unknown in other Ages, Made Known Now.
ii. A Divine truth Hidden Heretofore but Henceforth revealed.

iii. Concealed in the O.T. and Revealed in the N.T.
b.
It is the Mystery of Christ.


All Believers Baptised into His One Body.  
Eph. 3:4 cf. I Cor. 12:12, 13

c. 
It is the Mystery of the Church – Jews and Gentiles made One in Christ.
Eph. 3:6 cf. I Cor. 12:13 

d. 
The three entities in God’s Programme: 
I Cor. 10:32


Give no offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles nor to the Church of God.
3.  Views of What the Worms could mean:
 a.
A Literal Reference to the Life-Cycle of the Locust.
 b.
An Allegorical reference to the Alien Armies that Attacked Israel. 
   Cf. Rev. 9:1-12
 c. 
Special Species of the Locust.
Cont’d from #A1.a above.

3. The Programme in Joel - The Day of the Lord…
Joel
a. 
in Prophetic Pictures: 
1:1-20 (2-7)


The Plague of Locust Pests.  
(1:4 cf. Rev. 9:1-12)
b. 
in Pertinent Prophecy concerning…
i. Israel.
2:1-32; 3:1
· Their Retribution.
2:1-11
· The Repentance and Restoration.
2:12-27 (25)
· The Lord’s Response.
2:28-29
ii. Gentiles.
3:2-15
iii. Both in Millennial Blessing.
3:16-21 (18ff)
C. 
The Content of the Lost Years.
1.  The Lost Years in the Wilderness Wanderings.
The years of Disobedience and Unbelief:
37 years squeezed into one chapter -
Num. 33:1-49
The Characteristics of the Lost Years.
i.
They were the Ramblings Dictated by Divine Decree (no progress)


Wanderings between Kadesh and the Red Sea. 
Num. 14:32-35


Cf. 1:1; Deut. 1:3; 33:1-49; 14:25-30, 32-35 cf. 1-4
To Continue next Week.
