HABAKKUK

Theme: 
When God Judges
Part I – 
Why does not God Judge?
I. The Background

A. The Title of the Book.

1. The Prophecy

Hab. 1:1

a. The Superscription – burden (KJV); oracle (NIV).

b. The Revelation – did see
i. The Questions – Why does not God Judge? (1:2-4) and Why does God Judge so Unfairly? 1:12-2:1

ii. The Answers – God’s Amazing Answer (1:5-11) and God’s Appointed Answer
2:2-20

2. The Prophet.
Hab. 1:1

a. The Meaning: Chabaqquwq (Habakkuk) = embrace
b. The Man: he embraces or clings to God when he does not understand.
Cf. 3:16-18, 19
3. The Priest? – To the chief singer on my stringed instruments.
Hab. 3:19c

B. The Time the Book was written.

1. Reign of Manasseh (686-642B.C.)?
- Babylon was not yet a world power.

2. Reign of Amon (642-640B.C.)?
- As above.

3. Reign of Josiah (640-609B.C.)?
- ct. Josiah’s reforms.

4. Reign of Jehoiakim (609-597B.C.)?
- cf. II Kgs. 23:34-24:5

5. Rise of Babylonian power:

a. Nabopolassar (626-605B.C.) 
- 612B.C. Nineveh, Assyrian capital destroyed.

b. Nabuchadnezzar (605B.C.)
- Babylon, already a world power; conquests of Palestine and Egypt;

c. 
- 1st invasion of Judah in 605B.C. - 10,000 Jews deported.

d. Habakkuk prophesied before the Babylonian invasion; thus, probable date would be 607B.C.
Cf. 1:6ff

C. The Theme and Purpose of the Book,

1. Habakkuk’s Questions and God’s Answers.

a. Why violence and injustice are not punished?
Hab. 1:2-4; 5-11

b. Why use a more violent and ruthless people to punish a less violent people?
Hab. 1:12-2:1; 2:2-20

2. Habakkuk’s Conclusion – the just shall live by his faith.
Hab. 2:4

Trust God – His Person; His Power; and His Plan
Hab. 3:1-3; 3:4-12; 3:13-19

D. The Text of the Book

1. Habakkuk’s Prevailing Problems and God’s Amazing Answer.
Hab. 1:1-4; 1:5-11

a. Why dost Thou…?
1:3

b. How long shall I cry…?
1:2

2. Habakkuk’s Perplexing Problem and God’s Appointed Answer.
Hab. 1:12-2:1; 2:2-20

a. What he will say unto me…?
2:1

b. What I shall answer? …I will stand and wait?
2:1
3. Habakkuk’s Praise of God’s Coming, Character, and Conduct.
3:1-7, 8-15
a. O Lord, I have heard 
3:2

b. God of my salvation…The LORD God is my strength.
3:18, 19


Thus, the Righteous in Faith will Rejoice.
2:4; 3:18

II. The Biblical Text

A. HAbakkuk’s Prevailing Problems
Hab. 1:1-4
1. His Persistent Cry and Call for help


a. It had been Unnecessarily long – O LORD, how long shall I cry
1:2a

i. Cf. David’s Cry:
Psa. 13:1, 2 cf. 3-6

ii. Cf. Israel’s Cry: O God, how long shall the adversary reproach? 
Psa. 74:10

Remember…
74:2, 18, 19, 22, 23

b. It had been Unanswered – and thou wilt not hear!
1:2b

2. The Prevailing Circumstances.
1:3

a. Iniquity (injustice, wrongdoing) and Grievance (trouble, wrong) Abound.

b. Spoiling (destruction) and violence Around
cf. Gen. 6:11

Destruction” (šōḏ,) = “violent treatment causing desolation”

Violence (ḥāmās) = “malicious conduct intended to injure another

c. Strife and Contention (conflict) Among the people.
cf. Jer. 15:10

3. His Pertinent Conclusion.
Hab. 1:4

a. Therefore Justice never Prevails and the Law is Paralyzed.
1:4, NIV

Paralyzed: lit., “becomes cool, numbed”

b. Therefore, Justice is Perverted – the wicked hem in the righteous.
1:4, NIV

perverted (from ‛āqal, “to bend or twist out of shape,” a word used only here in the OT). 

With wicked men in power, justice was twisted and turned till it came out injustice!

B. God’s Amazing Answer
Hab. 1:5-11

1. The Answer will be Amazing. 
1:5

a. Jerusalem will be destroyed; Judah will be captives.


b. The Coming Chaldeans will be Cruel; the Babylonians will be Brutal.

2. The Imminent Babylonian Invasion will serve as God’s Instrument of Judgment.
1:6-10

a. Their Character of the Babylonians:
1:6, NIV

i. Ruthless (bitter) – they Sweep through the whole earth.

ii. Impetuous (hasty) – they Seize dwellings not their own.

b. Babylon’s Conduct Compared with Habakkuk’s Complaints.
1:7-11, NIV

i. His Complaint 
– the Law is Paralyzed
1:4

Their Conduct 
– they are a Law to themselves.
1:7



– their judgment and their dignity shall proceed of themselves.
KJV

ii.  His Complaint – the Law is Slacked.
1:4, KJV

The Conduct of their Cavalry:
1:8, NIV

· Their Horses are 
Swifter than the Leopards;

· 
Fiercer than the Wolves at dusk;

· Their Horsemen  
Gallop Headlong (spread themselves, KJV)


· They
Come from far.

· They
Fly Faster than vultures (eagles, KJV)


iii. His Complaint – Cry out unto Thee of violence.
1:2, KJV

Their Conduct: They shall Come all for violence:
1:9

· Their Purpose: they all come bent on Violence. [Violence begets violence.] 
1:9, NIV

· The Picture 
– like a desert wind.
Cf. Jer. 4:11-13

· The Prisoners 
– gathered up like sand. (numerous prisoners collected for deportation.)


iv. His Complaint – 
Destruction and violence are before me.
1:3, NIV



[Those who destroy will be destroyed.]


Their Conduct – They shall destroy everything in their path.
1:9, 10,11a, NIV

· They deride kings and scoff at rulers. 
Cf. II Kgs. 25:7

· They laugh at all fortified cities; 

· They build earthen ramps and capture them.
Cf. II Kgs. 19:32

· They sweep past like the wind and go on.

The Conclusion: 
They are Guilty 



for they make their own strength their God.
1:11, NIV

c. Habakkuk’s Confusion: such “justice” still cannot be Just.
Hab. 1:13

i. Why then do You tolerate the treacherous? 

ii. Why are You silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?



It is just not Consistent with God’s Character.
1:12; see below

C. Habakkuk’s Perplexing problem
Hab. 1:12-2:1


This “Justice” is Confusing and Complex – How can God use Brutal Babylon to punish Judah?

1. The Complexity.

a. The Character of God.
1:12, NIV; ct. 1:11

i. He is the God of the Covenant:
Lord (Yahweh) – He is Self-Existent and Omnipresent.

ii. He is the God of Creation:
God (Elohim) – He Created all things and in Him all things Consist.

iii. He is the God of Consecration 
the Holy One – Be ye holy; for I am holy.
Cf. I Pet. 1:15, 16

iv. He is the God of Consolidation
the Rock 
Psa. 62:6, 7, NIV


– He is my Rock…my Salvation…my Fortress…my Strength…my Refuge.

b. The Complex Conduct of God.
Hab. 1:13, 14, NIV

i. God cannot tolerate wrong – His eyes cannot look on evil and iniquity.


ii. Yet He tolerates the treacherous and the wicked. Why?

iii. Men now are like fishes in the sea and crawling things on land without a ruler!

1:14

c. The Conduct of the Ungodly.
Hab. 1:15-17, NIV

As the Babylonian “fishermen”...

i. They Sweep in their catch,
1:15

ii. They Sacrifice and Slaughter the living creatures.
1:16

iii. They Smoke the Sacrifice in Incense (qatar)
1:16 cf. Exo. 29:13, 18, 25

iv. They Save the Fat for their Food.
1:16, KJV ct. Lev. 3:16

2. The Confusion.

Hab. 1:13, 17
a. Why are the Treacherous Tolerated?
1:13b

b. Why is God Silent when the wicked Swallow the more righteous?
1:13c

c. Are the wicked going to be Spared for them to continue Slaying more nations?
1:17

3. The Conclusion.


a. Habakkuk will keep Watch and See.
Hab. 2:1

b. He will Wait to see what God will Say.

c. He is indeed Wise to see how God’s Sovereign Will will Work itself out.

Part II – 
When God Judges 
Why does God Judge so Unfairly?
III. The Background

IV. The Biblical Text

A. Habakkuk’s Prevailing Problem – How Long? Why?
Hab. 1:1-4

B. God’s Amazing Answer – wonder marvellously…ye will not believe, though it be told you.
1:5-11

C. Habakkuk’s Perplexing Problem: Why…do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent…?
1:12-2:1, NIV

Why does God Judge so Unfairly?

D. 
God’s Appointed Answer 



the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak
Hab. 2:2-20
1. Write down the Vision.
2:2, NRSV

a. Carve it on tablets of baked Clay and Clarify it – make it plain on tablets
b. Read it and Run to Relay the message to others – so that a runner may read it.
2. Wait for its Fruition.
Hab. 2:3

a. It is for an Appointed time – For the vision is yet for an appointed time


b. It will Accomplish its end – at the end it shall speak, and not lie:

lit., “it pants toward the end,” like a runner toward the finish line

c. It is Affirmative – it will surely come, it will not tarry.
Cf. Heb. 10:37
3. Be Wise Live by Faith – the just shall live by his faith.
Hab. 2:4b


Do not live by Wine – because he transgresseth by wine,
2:5a

a. Positively, the just shall live by his faith.
2:4b

This is an important text in the Bible quoted three times in the N.T., with different emphases, as follows:-

i. Rom. 1:17 – Faith in God is the Substance of our Righteousness.
Cf. Heb. 11:1



For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, 



The just shall live by faith.
ii. Gal. 3:11 – Without Faith, it is impossible to live in His Sight or Satisfy God.
Cf. Heb. 11:6



But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.

iii. Heb. 10:38 – Faith and the Faithful trust God and His Sovereign will at all times: they do not Slide back.


Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.
b. Negatively, do not live by wine. 

i. As he who is Puffed up.
2:4a

ii. As he who is Proud.
2:5a

iii. As he who seeks Possession of all in his Path.
2:5b.

· He is as Greedy as the Grave and like death is never satisfied

· He Gathers to himself all the nations and takes captive all the peoples.
4. Five Woes in a Taunting Dirge.
Hab. 2:6-20


"Will not all of them taunt him with ridicule and scorn, saying, "'Woe…”
2:6, NIV
a. Woe to the Babylonians – they were covetous and Greedy. 
2:6-8
i. The Figure: an unscrupulous Pawnbroker lending on exorbitant terms and Piling up the nations’ wealth. 

How long must this go on?
ii. Figure it out:-
2:7


Will not your debtors suddenly arise? Will they not wake up and make you tremble?

iii. The Forthright Fact: note the “because” or “for” in each concluding stanza of 3 verses.   2:8, 11, 14, 17

The Plunderer will be plundered by the remnant People; the Destroyer will be Destroyed.

b. Woe to the Babylonians – they murdered for Gain and they were Haughty.

2:9-11
i. The Figure: an eagle building its nest with its Plunder on a high Pedestal.
2:9

ii. Figure it out – Would such Plans at the Peoples’ expense keep them “safe” from Predators? 
2:10

iii. The Forthright Fact: 


The Men Might be killed, but the Materials (stones and beams) would cry out “Murder!” 
2:11

c. Woe to the Babylonians for their perverse Iniquity.
2:12-14
Iniquity = perverseness, unjust, unrighteousness, wickedness.
i. The Figure: A Builder Building on Bloodshed (lit. = bloods).
2:12

Building a city with bloodshed and establishing a town by crime!

ii. Figure it out – Has not the LORD Almighty determined that the people's labor


is only fuel for the fire, that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing? – Futile work!
2:13, NIV
iii. The Forthright Fact: 

· The Babylonians’ Boast would be as Fuel for the Fire and their Aggrandisement turned into Ashes.

· But the knowledge of God’s Glory will Fill the whole earth in all its Fulness.
2:14

· The Commitment of the Lord guarantees it – as truly as I live
Num. 14:21, 22

· The Continuance of His Name ensures it – His name shall endure for ever.
Psa. 72:17-19

· The Character of God’s Holiness guards it – Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts 
Isa. 6:3

· The Creation of God in the Millennium witnesses to it – They shall not hurt nor destroy
Isa. 11:1-9

d. Woe to the Babylonians’ Drunkenness and Indignity.
2:15-18
i. The Figure: A person giving drink to his neighbors, pouring it from the wineskin 


till they are drunk, so that he can gaze on their naked bodies.
2:15, NIV cf. Gen. 9:21-25
ii. Figure it out: Who would be ashamed and who would get the glory at the end.
2:16

Contrast their Perverted Glory with God’s Personal Glory.
2:16 ct. 2:14
They Gloated over the Shame of others; 

Their turn would come to drink from God’s Cup and their Glory would be their Shameful Spewing!

iii. The Forthright Fact: 
2:17, NIV
· Their Violence had made Victims of Lebanon’s forests of Cedar trees and the Creatures therein.

· Their Violence had made them Shed blood and robbed those on land and cities of Shelter.

· One day they would be Overwhelmed and Overcome with fear themselves.

e. Woe to the Babylonians’ Idolatry 
2:18-20
i. The Figure: A worshipper of graven Idols and molten Images was of no profit.
2:18

Such were objects of man’s creations, lifeless and Dumb – they Deluded the worshippers.

ii. Figure it out: Can they Awake to Speak and Arise to Teach? Woe to such Worshippers.
2:19

iii. The Forthright Facts:

· Consider the Change – “For” for the 1st four woes, and “But” for this last one.

· Consider the Contrast: But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.
· The Idols and Images were Lifeless but the Lord is Living.

· They needed to “Arise” and Awake” which they could not but the Lord is Alive.

· They were in a temple made with Hands but the Lord is in His Holy Temple in Heaven.

· They were Lifeless Golden idols, but the Lord is Living Glory.

· The worshippers shouted to their dumb idols Arise, Awake but now they must be “Dumb” before Him.

 “Be silent” (Heb. hāsâh) = “hush” (as in Zeph. 1:7 “Be silent,” and Zech. 2:13, “Be still”).
Conclusion:  Habakkuk too must stand in Humble silence and in Hushed Hope of God’s intervention as the Forthright
Facts of Truth sank into his Head and Heart in this dirge of Woes to prepare him for the Worship to come.

Part III – 
When God Judges, 
He is Awesome
E.   
Habakkuk’s Personal Praise of Awe and Adoration.

Habakkuk’s Distress and Dilemma in chap. 1 was Amazingly Answered by God’s Appointed Dirge in chap. 2,

resulting in his Doxology praising God’s Person, Power and Plans in chap. 3.

1. Habakkuk’s Prayer and Petition.
Hab. 3:1, 2

a. A Prophet’s Prayer: A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth.
Cf. 2:1; 3:19
Shigionoth – plural of Shiggaion = a rambling poem or song.
Psa. 7:1
b. A Prophet’s Petitions based on his knowledge of God’s Renown.
3:2a


O LORD, I have heard of your renown, and I stand in awe, of your work.
RSV
i. He Pleaded for a Revival and a Renewal in his time.
3:2b

ii. He Prayed for God to Remember mercy in His wrath.
3:2c

2. Habakkuk’s Psalm of Praise 
Hab. 3:3-15
a. God’s Coming.
Heb. 3:3a

i. From Teman, God came. [Teman was a desert oasis in Edom]
ii. From Paran, the Holy One came. [Paran lies west of Edom.]
Cf. Deut. 33:2

b. God’s Character.
Heb. 3:b-7

i. His Glory was Glorious – 
3:3b, NIV


His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise.

ii. His Splendour was like the Sunrise with His Radiant power gradually Revealed.
3:4, NIV

iii. Plague went before him; Pestilence followed his steps.
3:5, NIV


iv. When He Stood, He Shook the earth; when He looked, He made the nations tremble.
3:6a, NIV
v. The Ancient mountains Crumbled and the Age-old hills Collapsed. His ways are eternal.
3:6b, NIV
vi. Cushan = Midian – probably a poetic or prolonged name of the Arabian Cush.  
3:7 , NIV
Those Huddling in tents and under tent Hangings (curtains) would have no Hope, being in anguish
c. God’s Conduct – The Thought Questions cf. The Taunting Dirge
Heb. 3:8-15 cf. 2:6-20


Was the LORD displeased against the rivers? Was thine anger against the rivers?


Was thy wrath against the sea that thou didst ride upon thine horses and thy chariots of salvation?
3:8
i. Was the Lord angry with Nature? Nature could not stand up to the power of the Lord – 


· The earth’s surface was Creased with rivers.
3:9b

· The mountains Crumbled, Collapsed and Curled up (writhed).
3:10 cf. v. 6, NIV

· The waters above and below were lifted up in Tidal waves and Tsunami (!)
3:10

· The sun and moon Stood Stationary.
3:11

ii. Could the Babylonians Match God’s Majestic Might?

· Could their horses and chariots match the Lord’s? cf. Pharaoh’s.
3:8 cf. Exo. 15:19

· Could their bows, arrows and spears match the accuracy of the Lord’s weapons?
3:9, 11 cf. Psa. 18:14

iii. Could the Babylonians Match God’s March?

3:12-15

· His enemies would be Trodden down as an ox Trampled the grain.
3:12

· The wicked Sinners and their leader would be Stripped from head to foot.
3:13, NIV

· They would be Struck down even as their hoards Struggled to Scatter their enemies.
3:14

· He had Done this in Egypt; He would Do it again with Babylon.
3:15

3. Habakkuk’s Peace in spite of Perplexity.
Hab. 3:16-19
a. He was Amazed and Awed by God’s Answer.
3:16, NIV

i. His whole person Reeled: his heart pounded; his lips quivered; his bones shattered; his legs trembled.

ii. But he would Rest in God and would Remain firm – he would wait for Him to act.
3:16, 17

· The Fig tree might not blossom; there might be no Fruit in the vines; the Olive might not give out its Oil; 

· The Fields might produce no Food; there might be no Flock in the Fold or Cattle in the Shed…

· Though there would be Absolute ruin and Abject famine…
b. He would Rejoice in the Lord.
3:18, 19



· God was his Salvation – the Source and Supply of Joy.

· God was His Sovereign – it was no more the “Why”, but the “Who” who was now in control!

· God was His Strength – he would be like the Hind and walk in High places above the Coming Circumstances.

· God was his Song – it would be played on Stringed instruments for all to Sing God’s Praise.
Conclusion:

Habakkuk Commenced with a Dilemma.
Chap. 1

Habakkuk was Confronted by a woeful Dirge 
Chap. 2 

Habakkuk Concluded with a Doxology.
Chap. 3

