Burmah Road Gospel Hall

Family and Famine

23rd Nov. 2008
 Gen. 46, 47

By KC Ung
I. The Family of Israel
Gen. 46:1-47:12
A. The Family Launched Out
Gen. 46:1-7
1. The Aged Israel.
Gen. 46:1

a. He was Assured that Joseph was Alive.
45:25-28

b. On Arrival at Beersheba, he set up an Altar.  Note previous events at Beersheba:



i. Abraham planted a grove in Beersheba, and called there on the name of the LORD.
21:33

ii. [Isaac] went…to Beersheba…builded an altar there, and called upon the name 

of the LORD, there Isaac's servants digged a well.

26:23-25


iii. Jacob went out from Beersheba, to escape Esau’s anger. 


28:10
2. The Assurance to Israel.
Gen. 46:2-4

a. Jacob Feared to go down to Egypt.

i. Abram had Fled to Egypt because of Famine in Canaan and experienced peril.
12:10 (14-20)

ii. Egypt was Foreshadowed as a place of Foreboding and servitude for his descendants. 
15:13

iii. Isaac was Forbidden to go down to Egypt.
26:2ff

iv. Jacob Feared for the Future – why leave the promised land then? – fear not.
46:3

b. God Fortified His covenant with Jacob.

i. God would keep His Promise to the Patriarchs:

– lit., I am the El (the Mighty One), the Elohim of thy father
46:3a


for I will there make of thee a great nation:
46:3b cf. 12:2

ii. God would bring him back to the Promised Land, Canaan:
46:4; Josh. 24:32

· God’s Personal Presence would be with him: I will go down with thee into Egypt;
· God’s Personally Promised him: I will also surely bring thee up again:
– lit. and I will bring thee up also, bringing thee up;

A double emphasis assuring him that God would surely bring him and his descendants 

back to the land of their promised inheritance.

· Joseph Personally would Put his hand on his eyes to close them for him for the last time.
3. The Assets of Israel.
Gen. 46:5-7

a. Jacob’s Posterity.

46:5, 7

His sons, and his sons' sons with him, his daughters, and his sons' daughters,
 and all his seed brought he with him into Egypt.


b. Jacob’s Property 
46:6

They took their cattle, and their goods…and came into Egypt,


c. The Period – when Jacob was 130 years old, i.e. 215 years after Abram’s call.
47:9; 12:4

B. The Family Listed.
Gen. 46:8-27
	Leah’s Sons:
	 The Children’s Sons:
	No.
	Gen. 46

	Reuben
	Hanoch, Phallu, Hezron, Carmi. 
	5
	v. 9

	Simeon
	Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, Shaulb (son of a Canaanite woman)
	7
	v. 10

	Levi
	Gershon, Kohath, Merari.
	4
	v. 11

	Judah
	Er (deceased), Onan (deceased), Shelah, Pharez, Zarah: 

And the sons of Pharez were Hezron and Hamul.
	6

2
	v. 12

	Issachar
	Tola, Phuvah, Job, Shimron.
	5
	v. 13

	Zebulun
	Sered, Elon, Jahleel.
	4
	v. 14

	
	Jacob’s 6 sons, his 25 sons (including 2 deceased), 2 grandsons. 

All the souls of his sons and his daughters were thirty and three.
	33
	v. 15

	[Dinah
	Leah’s daughter. Note what happened to her in Gen. 34]
	1
	v. 15

	
	
	
	

	Zilpah’s Sons:
	 The Children’s Sons:
	
	

	Gad
	Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, Areli.
	8
	v. 16

	Asher
	Jimnah, Ishuah, Isui, Beriah, Serah their sister
Sons of Beriah: Heber, and Malchiel
	8
	v. 17

	
	These are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter, and these she bare unto Jacob, even sixteen souls.
	16
	v. 18

	
	
	
	

	Rachel’s Sons:
	
	
	v. 19

	Joseph
	Unto Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim.
	3
	v. 20

	Benjamin
	Belah, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, Ard.
	11
	v. 21

	
	These are the sons of Rachel, which were born to Jacob: all the souls were fourteen.
	14
	v. 22

	
	
	
	

	Bilhah’s Sons:
	
	
	v. 23

	Dan
	Hushim.
	2
	v. 23

	Naphtali
	Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, Shillem.
	5
	v. 24

	
	These are the sons of Bilhah, which Laban gave unto Rachel his daughter, and she bare these unto Jacob: all the souls were seven.
	7
	v. 25

	Children & Grandchildren 
	Total: 33 + 1+ 16 + 14 + 7 =

(See highlighted in bold in next column.)
	71 
	

	
	Er and Onan (died in Canaan); 
Joseph and his two sons, already in Egypt.
	} 5
}
	v. 12

v. 20, 27

	(71-5)
	All the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which came out of his loins, besides Jacob's sons' wives, all the souls were threescore and six 
	66
	v. 26

	
	the sons of Joseph, which were born him in Egypt, were two souls: 
Thus,  Joseph, Manasseh, Ephraim, Jacob already in Egypt =
	4
	v. 27

	(66 + 4)
	All the souls of the house of Jacob, which came into Egypt, were threescore and ten. Thus, Jacob and his house = 66 + 4
	70
	v. 27 cf. Exo. 1:5



Summary:

	Those who went to Egypt with Jacob (v. 26)
Five did not: Er and Onan (deceased); Joseph and two sons (in Egypt)
	66   [33  (v. 33) + 1 (v. 15) + 16 (v. 18) + 14 (v. 22) + 7 (v. 25) = 71 – 5 = 66 (v. 26)]

	Joseph, Manasseh, Ephraim, Jacob (v. 27)
	+ 4 

	Jacob and his progeny in Egypt (v. 27)
	70        [66 + 4 = 70] cf. Exo. 1:5


C. The Family Lived In.
Gen. 46:28-47:12
The Arrival in Egypt:
Gen. 46:28-30
1. The Reunion.
Gen. 46:28
After 22 years, Jacob and Joseph were reunited.
37:2 cf. 41:46
2. The Reaction
Gen. 46:29a
a. The Tribute to the Father: Joseph…went up to meet Israel his father… and presented himself unto him.
b. The Tears that Followed: he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while
Gen. 46:29b
c. The Time of life Fulfilled.
Gen. 46:30

Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, because thou art yet alive.

i. His long lost Son was Alive!
ii. God’s Covenant with Abraham re: the Seed must be Alive!
· And he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down into Egypt; 
Gen. 46:3

for I will there make of thee a great nation:

· Cf. Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house,
Gen. 12:1, 2a

 unto a land that I will show thee: And I will make of thee a great nation.

3. The Review
Gen. 46:31-34, NRSV
a. Their Duties: they were shepherds, for they have been keepers of livestock;
46:31, 32

b. The Diplomacy: 
they were shepherds, for they have been keepers of livestock; 
46:33, 34

and they have brought their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have.
i. Cf. He shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh.
41:14

ii. Cf. They set on for him by himself, and for them by themselves because the Egyptians 

might not eat bread with the Hebrews; for that is an abomination unto the Egyptians.
43:32
c. The Egyptians’ Detest:  all shepherds are abhorrent to the Egyptians.
46:34c

Thus, …that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen.
46:34b cf. 47:4c, 6
4. The Presentation to Pharaoh.
Gen. 47:1-12

a. Pharaoh Prepared by Joseph to meet his family.
47:1

b. Five Family members Presented to Pharaoh.
47:2-6

i. The Brothers’ Request.
47:2-4

ii. Pharaoh’s Behest to Joseph.
47:5, 6

c. The Patriarch Presented to Pharaoh – his Pilgrimage of 130 years.
47:7- 10

Note: He blessed Pharaoh when he Entered and when he Exited.
47:7a, 10a

d. The Family Placed in the best Part of the land and their Possession of it. 
47:11

e. The Family Provided with food in Proportion to the number of their children.
47:12

II. The Famine in the Land.
Gen. 47:13-31

A. Starvation in the Land

Gen. 47:13-19
1. All the land of Canaan Fainted by reason of the Famine.
47:13
2. Selling the Corn in the land (Egypt and Canaan) for Silver (money).
47:14
3. All Silver Spent and people were Starving – for the money faileth.
47:15
4. Famished people sold their under-Fed livestock to Feed themselves.
47:16-17

5. The People were Desperate and the Land was Desolate – their Plea:
47:18, 19

Take their Persons and take their Possessions and Properties, if any left, for Provisions.

Note: the second year – (v. 18) was certainly not the second year of the famine. 
It could well have been the last year of the famine.

B. The Strategy in the Land. 
Gen. 47:20-22

1. People Saved from Starvation and Pharaoh Possessed all the land.
47:20

2. People Spread out over the Land; but the Priests were Spared their land.
47:21, 22

C. The Seeding of the Land.
Gen. 47:23-26

1. The Seeding – 

a. Pharaoh now owned the People and their Property –
47:23a


I have bought you this day and your land for Pharaoh:

b. They were now his Servants and they were given Seed to Sow the land:
47:23b, 25


Lo, here is seed for you, and ye shall sow the land… we will be Pharaoh's servants.
2. The Stipulation.

They would be taxed on the increase – a Fifth to Pharaoh and a Fourth Part to themselves.
47:24

3. The Survival and their willing Service.
47:25, 26


Thou hast saved our lives: let us find grace in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh's servants.
D. The Israelites Settling down in the Land.
Gen. 47:27, NIV
Now the Israelites settled in Egypt in the region of Goshen.

Note: The name “Israel” is used here in the plural and has rightly been translated “Israelites” in distinction from the personal name of the patriarch himself, which is singular, used again in verses 29-31. This is the first time that the descendants of Jacob are called Israelites, except for Gen. 34:7, where a difference has to be made between Israel, the individual and Israel, the nation. At this time, Israel was a nation only in embryo, but it was a distinct people or nation that they were now established in Egypt.
1. Israelites Sojourned in Goshen – Israel dwelt in…Egypt, in the country of Goshen.
2. Israelites Settled down and Grew (or became fruitful), and multiplied exceedingly.
Cf. 46:3
3. Israelites Shared God’s blessings with Pharaoh. Ct. when another Pharaoh cursed Israel.
12:3 ct. Exo. 1:8ff
E. Joseph Swearing to take Jacob’s body out of the Land.
Gen. 47:28-31

1. Jacob Lived in Egypt for 17 years up to the age of 147.
47:28 cf. v. 9

2. Jacob’s Last request:
47:29, 30

a. Its Substance: bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt:


47:29c, 30 

But I will lie with my fathers, and thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury me in their buryingplace.

There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; 
49:29-33 cf. 25:8, 9

there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and there I buried Leah.

b. The Swearing: put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh.
47:29b, 31 cf. 24:2

c. The Stance of Worship: Israel bowed himself upon the bed's head.
47:31b, KJV



Israel bowed himself on the head of his bed.
47:31b, NRSV


Israel worshipped as he leaned on the top of his staff.
47:31b, NIV
Con.: Jacob was now ready for the Benediction and Parting Blessings on his Posterity and final Burial. 



Gen. chs. 48-50 
