To Father with Love
The Way of the Father

June 19, 2005 [Father’s Day]
Intro. : There are at least FIVE fathers whose Walk and Ways have been singled out to have been followed by their children and posterity. The children Walked according to the Ways of their Fathers according to the Good or the Bad Examples their fathers set for them. These examples are referred to as Walking in the Way of their Father. 

The Five are as Follows: -

(A) Nadab walked in the way of his father, Jeroboam I.
I Kgs. 15:25, 26

(B) Jehoshaphat walked in all the ways of his father Asa.
I Kgs. 22:41-43

(C) Ahaziah walked in the way of his father Ahab, and the way of his mother, Jezebel
I Kgs. 22:51-53
(D) Amon walked in all the way that his father (Manasseh) walked in
II Kgs. 21:20, 21

(E) Josiah walked in the way of his father David.
II Kgs. 22:1, 2

A. Nadab walked in the way of his father, Jeroboam  I.
I Kgs. 15:25, 26

I Kgs. 15:34, 16:19, 26, 31; 22:52, etc.  – 18 rulers of Israel followed the way of Jeroboam.

1. The Way of Jeroboam = may the people increase

I Kgs. 11:26
a. A Father who Could have been what God wanted him to be

i. – To Replace Solomon because of his idolatry.
11:9-13

ii. – To Rise from a Servant to be a godly king.
11:26-38
b. But he Chose to be what he wanted to be.
12:25-33

i. He Sinned greater than Solomon in idolatry.

· He devised Alternative Places for the Worship of God.
12:28-30

· He Appointed an alternative Priesthood.
12:31; 13:33, 34

· He Arranged an alternative Feast for the People.
12:32-33

ii. His Sinful lifestyle would be known as the Way of Jeroboam!
15:25, 26; 22:15

2. The Way of Nadab.
I Kgs. 15:25-31
a. The Second king of Israel after the Split of the Kingdom.
15:25

b. The Son of Jeroboam Walked in the Way of his father and in his sin.
15:26

c. The Sins of the Father came upon the son:

i. He continued the Pattern of idolatry set by his father. 
15:26

ii. He would bear the Punishment of his father’s Provocation of God.
15:30

iii. Ahijah’s Prophetic word was his father’s dynasty would be wiped out.
15:29.

3. The Way of the Father – the Challenge to us:

a. The Sinner need not have to follow the way of his father, the Devil.
Jn. 8:44

Cf. Nadab did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the way of his father, and in his sin. I Kgs. 15:26

b. The Son has made it possible to follow the Way of the Father.
Gal. 1:4 

i. He has given Himself for our sins.

ii. He has delivered us from the present evil world. 

c. The Son Followed the Way of the Father by obeying the Will of the Father.

Fathers, follow the Way of the Son in obeying the Will of the Father to Walk in His Way.

B. Josiah walked in the Way of his father David.

1. The Way of his Father – David


a. His Position before God – God was and would ever be his Father.
Psa. 89:26

i. He could Relate to God as his Father.

ii. He could Rely on God to be there for him. God would be his Rock.


b. His Prototype with God as Father.

Psa. 103:13, 14

i. God would Understand His Frame.


   [Fathers need to understand that a child Develops Differently at each stage and each one is an individual.]

ii. God would Understand His Feelings. In dealing with his children, a father would …
I Thes. 2:10, 11
 

· Exhort. parakaleo, lit. = to call to one’s side, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct. 
4:1

[This is Calling the child to his side and Communicating with him.]

· Encourage. paramutheomai, lit. = to relate near, i.e. console, comfort.  
 Ct. Col. 3:21

[This is Going to the child to encourage him when he is Grieving, etc.]

· Entrust. marturomai = to bear witness, to testify to previous experiences

    [This is to trust him with Responsibilities with the father set up as the Ready example.]

    The End (Purpose) of the above is that (they) would walk worthy of God. 
I Thes.  4: 12
c. His Partnership with God as Father in …  
Psa. 89:26-37 cf. II Sam. 7:14

i. Disciplining his children with the rod, at the same time …
89:30-32 cf. Pro. 22:15; 23:13f

ii. Demonstrating His Love, Kindness and Faithfulness to them.
89:33 cf. Heb. 12:6, 7


[Discipline is ill-Treatment without (b) above. It does not Treat the problem.]

2. The Way of Josiah (Judah’s 16th ruler)
a. The Epic prophecy concerning Josiah.
I Kgs. 13:2

i. His Appellation was given him before Birth – Josiah = Lo, Behold.
13:2

ii. He was God’s Appointee against Jeroboam’s Alternative Altars, etc. 
12:28-33 

· Jeroboam devised Alternative Places for the Worship of God.
12:28-30

· Jeroboam Appointed an alternative Priesthood.
12:31; 13:33, 34

· Jeroboam Arranged an alternative Feast for the People.
12:32-33

b. The Exemplary Character of Josiah.

i. In his Eighth year, he was Sovereign as ordained by God.
II Chr. 34: 1, 2

ii. In his Sixteenth year, he Sought the God of David his father.
II Chr. 34: 1, 2, 3


While Josiah was yet young, …


Not the way of Amon his own father.
33:25 cf. v. 22


Nor the way of Manasseh, his grandfather
33:20, 22 cf. 33: 2-9

His mother, Jedidah, must have …
34:3a cf. II Kgs. 22:1
· Introduced him to God’s Person.

· His mother’s name was Jedidah = beloved. 
Cf. David = beloved.

· The father who named Jedidah was Adaiah – Pleasing Yah.
I Kgs. 22:1

· Josiah’s father was Amon who walked in the way of his father Manasseh
II Kgs. 21:20, 21


  and walked not in the way of the LORD.
21:22

NB:  Hezekiah, the honourable king of Judah, was the father of Manasseh!
20:21; II Chr. 32:33

· Inculcated him in God’s Precepts through David’s Psalms.



Contrast Amon (Josiah’s father, II Chr. 33:25) with Eunice, (Timothy’s mother, II Tim. 3:14, 15)

· Instilled in him God’s Priorities in her lifestyle of Faith in God.
 

Contrast Manasseh (Josiah’s grandpa, II Chr. 33:20, 22) with Lois, (Timothy’s grandma, II Tim. 1:5)

iii. In his Twentieth year, He Satisfied his Father.
II Chr. 34:3b

· Josiah Personally Purged the land of its idol worship introduced by his father and grandfather.
 34: 4 -7

· He Performed what was Prophesied of him by God’s Prophet.
Cf. I Kgs. 13:1-5
iv. In his Twenty-sixth year, He came under the Schooling of God the Father.
II Chr. 34: 8, 27, 28

· He Covenanted to keep the Commandments of God, the God of their fathers. 

34:31, 32

· He Committed himself and his Company to walk in the way of the God of their fathers. 
34:33
· His Command therefore to keep the Passover according to the Conditions of the Law.
35:1, 17-19
v. In the last year of his life – He Saddened God, the Father.



· He Strategised wrongly and was Slain.

35:21-24

But no blame was attributed to him as was in the case of his father and his grandfather.
Ct. 33:22

· He was Honourably rested among his fathers and Homage paid to him in Jeremiah’s laments. 35:24-27

His goodness (KJV), acts of devotion (NIV), faithful deeds (NRSV) were according to the law of God.

c. The Epitaph of Josiah who Walked in the Way of his “father” (David)

· Josiah: And like unto him was there no king before him, that turned to the Lord with all his heart, 


and with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; 


neither after him arose there any like him. 

· Cf. David: He (God) gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse,
 


a man after Mine own heart.

Acts 13:22

3. The Way of the Father – the Challenge to us.

a. The Way of the Father may Falter, but God is Gracious.

i. David Sinned in Adultery but God Accepted him when he Confessed.

ii. Josiah Strategised wrongly, but he was Committed and he Covenanted with God. God honoured him.

iii. The Father may Fall on the way, but let his Relationship with God (and wife and children) be Right always.

b. The Way of the Father may be Wrong, but the Way of the Mother can still be Godly.

i. Jedidah brought up Josiah in the way of his “father” David. And there was none like Josiah!

ii. Eunice brought up Timothy in the Word of the Lord, and Timothy was a man of God, Fully Furnished unto all good works.

iii. Lois brought up Eunice in her Walk of unfeigned Faith and Faithfulness, and Eunice was Faithful in passing it on to her son, Timothy!

Have a BLESSED FATHER'S DAY this year,

 May each Father be able to say to his children,

“Walk in my Way even as I walk in the Way of God, my Father.”

