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I. The Trial of the King

Luke Ch. 23
By KC Ung

Intro. The Magi knew Him as the King of the Jews

· They Searched for Him as King of the Jews.
Matt. 2:2

· The Scriptures presented Him as King.
- cf. for thus it is written
Matt. 2:5; 21:5 cf. Zech. 9:9

· This is the Study of the Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed King – His Trial and His Triumph.


I. The Trial of the King.
Luke Ch. 23
A. The King Tried.
23:1-25

1. The King before Pilate.

23:1-7

a. The Charge of the Crowd –

i. He was one Fellow subverting the Country.

v. 2a } ct. 20:21-25

ii. He Forbade giving tribute to Caesar.

v. 2b }

iii. He Falsely Claimed Himself to be Christ, a King.

v. 2c cf. Christ, the Messiah, 9:20

b. The Probe by Pilate – 

i. Yes, He was the King of the Jews.


v. 3, See Introduction.

ii. And He committed no perjury – I found no fault in this Man.

v. 4

c. The Insistence of the Indignant crowd – 

i. Certainly, He was an Insurrectionist.


v. 5

ii. No, He was Innocent let Herod conduct the Inquest. 

vv. 6, 7

2. The King before Herod.

23:8-12

a. Herod was Curious and Inquisitive but got Insulted.

 vv. 8, 9

b. The Priests Continued to Instigate in Indignation.

v. 10

c. The King treated with Contempt and Insolent Ignominy.

v. 11

d. Christ brought peace between two sworn enemies in Irony!

v. 12

3. The King sent back to Pilate.

23:13-25

a. Pilate’s 3-fold Pronouncement of the King’s Innocence.

v. 22 – third time, cf. 4

i. He was not guilty as Charged was his Conclusion.

v. 14

ii. He Committed nothing worthy of death was Herod’s Confirmation.
v. 15

iii. He would be Chastised and set free – A Cowardly decision!

v.  22

b. The People’s 2-fold Petition:

i. Set Barabbas, free – though a Prisoner proved guilty of Sedition.
vv. 18, 19, 25

ii. Crucify Christ, the Person (Fellow) though innocent of Subversion!
vv. 2, 21, 23

c. The People’s will Prevailed and the King was Sentenced to death.
vv. 23, 24, 25 

Note: 
Consider Pilate’s Question (3), Confession (4), Confirmation (14, 15, 22) of Christ’s innocence, 


yet he was Cowardly enough to send an Innocent Person to be Chastised and Crucified! 

B. The King Crucified.
23:26-43

1. The King’s Company on the way to the Cross.

23:26-32

a. Simon of Cyrene of Africa Carried the Cross for the King.

v. 26

b. The Women followed and were Warned of Coming Calamity.

vv. 27-31

i. Literally fulfilled in the past Syrian Invasion.

Cf. Hos. 10:8

ii. Partially fulfilled in the coming Siege and Destruction of Jerusalem 
Lk. 23: 30

iii. Yet to be Ultimately fulfilled in the future Great Tribulation.
Rev. 6:16

c. Two Malefactors Met Him on the way to join Him in death.

v. 32

2.
The King “Confirmed” on the Cross – This is the King
23:33-43, 38

a. The “Society” at the Cross and those Saved through the Cross – 

i. The “Society” at the Cross – 
Lk. 23


The African Simon (v. 26), the Jewish people (v. 35) and the Roman soldiers (vv. 36, 37)

ii. Those Saved through the Cross 

cf. Acts 8-10 


The Eunuch, an African (Acts 8); Saul, the Jew (Acts 9); Cornelius, the Roman Centurion (Acts 10)

b. The Superscription on the Cross in Greek, Latin and Hebrew.

v. 38 cf. I Cor. 1:23, 24


Christ Crucified…


i. To the Jews (Hebrew) is a Stumbling Stone.

} I Cor. 1:23


ii. To the Greeks is Stupidity (Foolishness).

} Cf. I Pet. 2:8 

iii. To them that perish (Latin?) is Silliness (Foolishness).

I Cor. 1:18

iv. To them that are called & Saved, it is the Power & Wisdom of God. 
1:18, 24

c. The Sarcasms directed at the Central Cross. 

i. The Rulers in Condemnation: If He be the Christ, let Him save Himself.
v. 35

ii. The Soldiers in Contempt: If Thou be the King of the Jews, save Thyself.
v. 37

iii. The Thief on the Cross: If Thou be the Christ, save Thyself and us.

v. 39

Ct. The Roman Centurion: Certainly this was a Righteous Man.

v. 47

d. His Sayings on the Cross: [3 of 7 Sayings]

i. Father forgive them; for they know not what they do.
v. 34

ii. Verily I say unto thee, Today Thou shalt be with Me in Paradise.
v. 43

iii. Father, into Thy hands I commend My Spirit.
v. 46

Ct. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
Matt. 27:46

C. The King Died.
23:44-56

1. His Death Affirmed. Consider …

23:47, 50-53
a. The Counsellor’s Claim for the Corpse of Jesus.
v. 51-53

b. The Confirmation of a Centurion that Jesus was indeed dead.
Mk. 15:44, 45a

c. The Consent of Pilate Convinced that Jesus was really dead.
Mk. 15:44-45b

d. The Courageous Nicodemus who Came out from “night” to “light”.
cf. Jn. 19:39

All the above were Certain that Jesus had died. 

2. His Death Acknowledged by God.

23:44, 45
a. God Acknowledged what the World did to Him – and there was darkness all over the earth 

b. God Accepted what He did for the World – and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst
i. The Barrier that Barred the way into God’s Presence was Broken down.  
Mt. 27:61, 52 cf. Heb. 9:7, 8

ii. The Body Broken gave Believers Boldness to enter the new, living way.
Heb. 10:19, 20

3. Hs Death Attested to by the Women.
a. They Witnessed the burial in the Sepulchre.

23:55

b. They Waited through the Sabbath,

23:56

c. They Were in for a Shock first light on the first day of the week.
24:1-3

Why Seek Ye the Living among the dead? Lk. 24:5
II.
The Triumph of the King – see next study.

