Sungei Ara Gospell Hall

The Theme:
 Could They See Him?
(Based on R219 Rumination for April 19, 2009 (A Post-Resurrection Day Rumination)
19 April, 2009
      by K.C. Ung

The Text: 
But their eyes were holden that they should not know Him.
Lk. 24:16
The Thots:

Intro.:  
The Disciples had witnessed the Crucifixion of Christ probably from afar, having forsaken Him earlier.


They were not sure what had happened to their Lord after His burial, and it was then the third day.

…Toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre, 
At the tomb, they encountered an angel who told them of the Lord’s resurrection.

(1) The Fact: He is not here: for He is risen.
Matt. 28:6a


 The Reality triumphantly stated – He is not here;

 The Reason affirmatively stated – for He is risen.


(2) The Fulfilment: as He said.
Matt. 28:6b cf. 16:21


(3) The Full victory: Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
Matt. 28:6c cf. I Cor. 15:55-57

What could they see? – Just an empty tomb, the Proof of a Person not there. 


Would they see He is risen?

A. Two could not see – Their eyes were holden that they should not know Him.
Lk. 24:13, 16

1. They had Reasoned that it could not be so – that Jesus had risen and was alive!



a. Jesus, instead of Redeeming and delivering Israel, had Himself been delivered.
24:19-21
b. Despite certain women having Reported and ...said that He was alive.
24:22, 23

c. And certain others having Revisited the empty tomb, but Him they saw not.
24:24c

2. Thus, they Recognised not the living Jesus when He walked with them.

a. They were Foolish and their Faith was Suspect as they trusted more their reason.
24:25 ct. 15


O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken.
b. They Failed to understand the Scriptures – 
24:26


Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?

c. Then Jesus Fully Seized the opportunity and expounded…the things concerning Himself.
24:26, 27

3. They only Realised that it was Jesus when they Received from Him the blessed bread.
24:30, 31


He took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them and their eyes were opened, and they knew Him.
· Sometimes is it possible that we are in His Presence, but we Perceive not His Person?

B. Thomas would not see
Jn. 20:25

1. The Report of the Ten disciples – We have seen the Lord.
20:25a
2. The Rejection by Thomas – Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put 

my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.
3. The Role of the Hands, Feet and Side of Jesus:
a. The Role of the Messiah’s Hands and Feet
i. They were the Signs of identifying the prophesied Messiah: they pierced my hands and my feet.
Ps. 22:16b
· The Amazing Prophecy: made 1000 years before Christ was Crucified and before Crucifixion was known.
	When was crucifixion first introduced?  
Britannica reports that the first historical record of Crucifixion was about 519 BC when "Darius I, king of Persia, crucified 3,000 political opponents in Babylon" (Encyclopaedia Britannica, crucifixion)
Some further detail is given in "The Eerdman's Bible Dictionary", Rev. Ed., 1975: 
CROSS ... Crucifixion is first attested among the Persians (cf. Herodotus, Hist. i.128.2; iii.132.2, 159.1), perhaps derived from the Assyrian impalement. It was later employed by the Greeks, especially Alexander the Great, and by the Carthaginians, from whom the Romans adapted the practice as a punishment for slaves and non-citizens, and occasionally for citizens guilty of treason. Although in the Old Testament the corpses of blasphemers or idolaters punished by stoning might be hanged "on a tree" as further humiliation (Deut. 21:23), actual crucifixion was not introduced in Palestine until Hellenistic times. The Seleucid Antiochus IV Epiphanes crucified those Jews who would not accept hellenization (Josephus Ant. xii.240-41; cf 1 Macc. 1:44-50).
	


· The Anticipated Prophecy:  Even Jesus expected to be delivered…and be crucified.
Lk. 24:7
When He [Jesus] was yet in Galilee, saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands 
of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.
ii. The prophecy was thus Significantly fulfilled by His Crucifixion: there they crucified him.
Lk. 23:33
· Jesus need not have to be crucified and the prophecy would not have been fulfilled.
· Pilate and Herod wanted to free Him: lo, nothing worthy of death is done unto Him.
Lk. 23:15

· Pilate would chastise him, and release him.
Lk. 23:16
· Pilate’s wife said to him: Have thou nothing to do with that just man:
Mt. 27:19
· But Jesus was delivered to be crucified and the prophecy was fulfilled.
· Away with this man, and release unto us Barabbas…. Crucify Him, crucify Him.
Lk. 23:18, 21
· Then delivered he Him…unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led Him away.
Jn. 19:16
· Thus, Jesus crucified, was the Messiah – His hands and feet were pierced to the cross. 
Cf. Psa. 22:16

iii. The “Eleven” recognised the Messiah for Sure by His Hands and Feet.
Lk. 24:33, 39, 40
Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. 
· Only He would have the nail prints in His hands and feet. [But so would the 2 thieves!]
See #b below
· For the “Eleven” the nail prints on the hand and feet would mean He was crucified.
· The Living Jesus was the Crucified Christ – He was no Spirit or Ghost!

Handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have.

And when he had thus spoken, He showed them His hands and His feet.

· And these marks He would carry with Him into Heaven as the Lamb that was slain.
Lk. 24:51 cf. Rev. 5:12
· Later, He would return to earth and the people would recognise Him by His pierced hands and feet.  See #D 
b. The Role of the Messiah’s Hands and Side.
For Thomas, it was the Messiah’s Hands and Side (as the two thieves on the cross also had nail prints in their hands and feet!) which were important because Thomas might have witnessed:

one of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.
Jn. 19:34
i. His Condition for belief: 

Jn. 20:25

Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, 
and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.

ii. Christ’s invitation to Thomas:

Jn. 20:27

Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: 
and be not faithless, but believing.

iii. Thomas’ Confession: My Lord and my God.

Jn. 20:28

C. We have not seen.
Jn. 20:29
Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

1. We are Blessed Because, though we have not seen Him, we have Believed.

a. Now we are not in the Flesh, but in the Spirit, because the Spirit of God dwells in us.
Rom. 8:9
b. And we walk by Faith and not by Sight.
II Cor. 5:7
c. Therefore we Forthwith worship Him in Spirit and in truth, for God is Spirit.
Jn. 4:24
2. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall Be: 

but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.
I Jn. 3:2

a. Now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face:  
I Cor. 13:12

b. And we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 


into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.
II Cor. 3:18
D. Soon all shall see Him.
Rev. 1:7

Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him: 
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him. Even so, Amen.

1. Every eye shall see Him – they also which pierced Him: 

2. All nations (Gentiles) of the earth shall see Him – all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him. 
3. Israel shall see Him - they shall look upon Me Whom they have pierced…
Zech. 12:10

and they shall mourn for Him and all shall wail because of Him. Even so, Amen.
In the meanwhile…

“Remember Thee O Lord”, I would thus take this Blessed Bread,

And drink of the cup, symbol of the blood that saved me from sin’s awful dread.

Let me have eyes to see and recognise Thee as Head of this table spread,


Lead me, O Lord, to confess Thee as my Lord and my God Who rose again from the dead.
  KC Ung
