



CHURCH DISCIPLINE

Intro: 
The Purpose of Order and Government in the Church:




Let all things be done decently and in order.


I Cor. 14:40

A Response Paper Presented at the Assembly Leaders’ Conference 1998

July 16-18, 1998 at Hotel Excelsior, Ipoh

CHURCH DISCIPLINE

In taking up the subject of Discipline in the Church of God, we should be impressed both with its great importance, and the danger of approaching it in a careless or legal way.  When we consider the almost universal neglect of discipline and the corresponding weakness thus occasioned to the Church, we feel doubly the importance of examining the teachings of Scripture on the subject, and of endeavouring to impress upon all the responsibility that rests upon every member of the Church of Christ in this respect.

Samuel Ridout – The Church and its Order According to Scripture, pg. 78

A. A Definition of Terms.

By Church Discipline is meant...

· the Divine Delegation of Authority to a local church 

· to Act and to Administer discipline on individuals or groups in that assembly, 

who have committed Specific Sins as Spelled out in Scripture, 

according to Properly Prescribed Procedures and Penalties, also according to Scriptures.

This is Different from Christian Discipline which is ... 

· Direct Divine Discipline in Discipleship 


to Train and to Trim the Character of a Christian Child so as to bring about 


General Godly Growth in him/her to 


Mature into the perfect Man (/Woman) in Christ Jesus. 

B. Distinction in Terms.

Following are listed the Differences in the two areas of Discipline mentioned above: -

	
	Church Discipline

Case Example – I Cor. 5:1-13
	Discipline in Discipleship

Case Example – Heb. 12:1-15 cf. Jn. 15:1-8

	1. 
	Delegated to the Church.  

The Church must Judge.


	5:4, 5

Cf. Mt. 18:17


	Direct Discipline by God mainly. 

Other Christians are not to Judge. 


	12:5, 6, 9; Jn. 15:1, 2

 Cf. Mt. 7:1ff, also # 2



	2. 
	Discipline by the Church but not of another church - 

this Prerogative is Christ’s.
	5:12

Cf. Rev. chs. 2, 3
	Discipline of a Christian but not by another Christian.

This Prerogative is the Father’s.
	12:5, 7; Jn. 15:2 

Cf. Rom. 14:4, 10, 13;

 I Cor. 4:3-5



	3. 
	Public in Character.

For Saints who Sin publicly and Those who Teach falsely.
	5:4

5:1,11

See #D.7
	Personal & Private in Character. 

For “sons” (/daughters) who Fail to Follow the Father.
	12:5, 7; Jn. 15:6

12:15, 13, 14

	4. 
	Punitive in nature. 
	5:2, 5
	Corrective Chastening in nature.

Gk. paideia = Child training.


	12:5-9; Jn. 15:2

	5. 
	Relates to Order in Responsibility in God’s House.


	5:12, 13
	Relates to Obedience in Relationships in God’s Family.
	12:7; Jn. 15:4-7

Cf. I Cor. 11:29-32

	6. 
	For Specific Spelled-out Sins in Scripture.


	5:9-11
	For Training and Trimming for General Godly Growth.
	12:10; Jn. 15:2, 8

	7. 
	Follows Proper Procedures.


	5:4, 5
	Informal and personal.
	12:15; Jn. 15:4, 5

	8. 
	Purpose is to Purge and Put out from Presence, if necessary.


	5:2, 5, 7,11, 13
	Purpose is Profit and Progress towards Manhood (/Womanhood) and Maturity.
	12:10, 11; 

Jn. 15:2, 8

	9. 
	Requires all Christians and Churches to Co-operate to make Execution Effective.
	5:4, 11; cf. II Cor. 2:6


	Does not Involve other Christians or Churches directly.
	12: 7; Jn. 15:2

	10. 
	Restored upon Repentance Publicly by People of the local church where the Punishment was meted out.
	II Cor. 2:5-11, 6, 8
	Pray for Readiness to “Rather be healed” and Filled Full with the Joy of Jesus.
	12:13b; 

Jn. 15:10, 11


C. A Discussion of Church Discipline.

1. The Power (Authority) for Discipline.

a. Given to those Gathered unto His Name.
Mt. 18:18-20 cf. I Cor. 5:4; II Cor. 2:10

i. To the two or three that Constitute the “Church”.
Mt. 18:20, 17 ct. Jn. 20:23, 19

ii. Not to Peter alone – but to any “two”.
Mt. 18:18, 19

b. Bind on Earth, Bound in Heaven.
Mt. 18:18

i. What the local Church Binds on Earth is Bound in Heaven.

ii. What one local Church Binds is Binding on other local churches in the Body of Christ.

2. The Purpose of Discipline.

a. Negatively, it is not a trial of Belief but Behaviour.

i. Because of the Possible Presence of False teachers.
Mt. 13:25; 7:15, 22, 23

ii. Because of the Present Existence of the Flesh in us.
Gal. 5:16-21; Rom. 7:18-21

b. Positively, it is for God’s Glory and Honour.
I Cor. 5:7

i. So Remove the Reproach  - “Purge” - a Little Leaven Leaveneth the whole Lump. I Cor. 5:6

ii. To Recover the Recalcitrant.
{II Cor.

iii. To Restore the Repentant.
{2:3-8

3. The Parts of Discipline.

a. Preventive    - Commences with Reception into Fellowship.
cf. Acts 20:29

b. Corrective    - Continues with Remedying errors in the Fellowship. 
cf. Acts 20:30

c. Preservative - Concludes with Rejection of the unrepentant from Fellowship. 
I Cor. 5:7b; 5:2, 5, 11, 13

4. The Proper spirit to Discipline with.

a. Be Prompt to Act, but in an Attitude of Mourning, not Arrogance.
I Cor. 5:2

b. Be Prayerful - in Affection, Affliction and Anguish of heart.
II Cor. 2:8, 4

c. Be Pardoning, when Shown Signs of Sorrow and Repentance.
II Cor. 5:7

i. A Sense of Sin.
Psa. 51

ii. A Restoration of what is “Robbed”.

iii. A Submission to Steps of Restoration.

D. The Discipline on Church Disorders or 


The Cases For Discipline or Whom To Discipline?

The Procedures and the Punishments:

a. The Offending Brother.
Mt. 18:15-20

a. Tell him.
Mt. 18:15

b. Testify before Witnesses.
v. 16

c. Take it to the Church.
v. 17a

d. Treat him as an heathen man and a publican.
v. 17b

2. The Overtaken Brother
Gal. 6:1-3

a. Rebuke.
I Tim. 5:20

i. Private rebuke for private offence.

ii. Public rebuke for public offence.

b. Restore  (Readjust, mending Mk.1:19)
Gal. 6:1

c. Be Reminded of...

i. Humility of self.

v. 1

ii. Sympathy with others.

v. 2

iii. Dependability on Christ.

v.  2b, 3

3. The Onerous Brother.  
II Thes.  3:6-15; I Thes.  5:14

a. His Misconduct.

i. Misbehaviour in the assembly.

II Thes. 3:6; I Thes. 5:14

ii. Misinterpretation of assembly practice.  


v. 6

iii. Meddling among assembly members.


v. 11

b. His “Medicine”. 

i. A Cautioning by assembly elders.


I Thes. 5:14

ii. A Curtailing of assembly fellowship by members.
II Thes. 3:6, 14, 15

iii. A Censuring as a brother.


II Thes. 3:15

4. The Opinionated Speaker.

Tit. 1:9-14

a. What he does to the members.

i. He Distorts truths
- Fruitless Talk
Tit.3:9-11 

ii. He Dissipates time
- Futile Talk
Tit. 1:10; 3:9

iii. He Divides the assembly 
- Factious Talk
Tit. 1:11; 3:10

b. What the Members should do to him.

i. Admonish him.
-  Caution Him 
Tit. 3:10; 1:13



ii. Silence him.
-  Cease his Talk 
Tit. 1:11


iii. Reject him.
-  Cast him out.
Tit. 3:10, 11

5. The Open Division Maker.

Rom. 16:17-20; Acts 20:30

a. His Activities.

i. He Subverts with false doctrine.
Rom. 16:17

ii. He Seduces with false pretenses.

Rom. 16:18

b. His Admonishment.

i. Be Alert for him

“Mark him” 

Rom. 16:17

ii. Be Away from him.
“Avoid him”

Rom. 16:17

6. The Outrageous Brother.
I Cor. 5:1-13; 6:9, 10

a. The Offenders.




I Cor. 5:11

i. Fornicator
- all illicit sexual morality.

ii. Covetous
- all manifestations of evil desire for gain (II Pet. 2:14; I Tim. 6:9, 10)

iii. Idolater
- active association with false systems of worship, spiritism, sorcery, etc.

iv. Railer (slanderer)
- defamation of character.

v. Drunkard
- habitual sin of intemperance.

vi. Extortioner
- open cases of dishonesty, fraud, misappropriation.  
(Jas. 5:1-5)

b. The Outcomes:

i. Expelled by the assembly.
I Cor. 5:11-13

ii. Exposed to Satan’s attacks.

I Cor. 5:5 cp. I Tim. 1:20

iii. Extended restoration, on repentance.

II Cor. 2:1-11 cp. II Tim. 2:25, 26

7. The Obnoxious Teacher.

II Pet. 2:1-3; II Jn. 9-11; I Tim. 4:1; II Cor. 11:13-15

a. His Teaching.

i. Denies the Doctrine of Christ’s Deity.
II Jn. 9-11

ii. Subscribes to the Doctrine of Demons.
I Tim. 4:1

iii. Proclaims the Doctrine of Deceit.
II Cor. 11:13-15

b. His Treatment.

i. Receive him not.
II Jn. 9-11

ii. Reject him.
I Tim. 1:20 cp. II Tim. 2:17, 18

E. The Discharge of Disciplinary Action.

1. There must be Judicial Fairness...

a. in Investigation of the Relevance of the case by Elders.
Mt. 18:16; I Tim. 5:19

b. in Informing the Results of the case to the Assembly.
Mt. 18:17

c. in Inflicting the Recommended punishment on the Offender.

i. No Partiality.

I Tim. 5:21 cp. Jas. 2:1-4; 3:17

ii. No Extremity} 

Mt. 23:23-24 cf. II Cor. 2:6

iii. No Laxity.     } 

I Cor. 5:2, 13

2. There must be Scriptural Fear.

a. Procedures to follow Scriptural Injunctions.

b. Punishments to follow Scriptural Instructions.
See #D above.


Punishment is of the Christian, not the Church:

i. The Carnal Corinthian Church was not Cut off.

ii. Only Christ could remove the “lampstand” of the Church.
Rev. chs. 2:5; 3:16

3. There must be Assembly Faithfulness.


a. In Supporting assembly decision.


Matt. 18:17b

b. In not Sympathising with the one under discipline.


I Tim. 5:22; cf. II Jn. 11

4. There must be Restored Fellowship on Repentance.   Evidenced by ...
[See #C.4c above]
a. A Return to the Lord;

b. A Repentance from the Offence;

c. A Restitution to the offended where applicable;

d. A Restoration by the local church that metes out the discipline,

e. A Restraint from public service at the beginning 

to prove sincerity by a humble spirit and consistent walk.

Conclusion:

The last stage of Church Discipline is the last resort in a Process of steps (Matt. 18:15-17; Tit. 3:10, 11) taken by the Leadership of the Local Church to Prayerfully mete out the Prescribed discipline on the offending party after Preceding steps have failed to remedy the offence. It then requires the full support of all church members and other local churches to make its Execution Effective. It is not an easy way to weed out those who do not agree with or offend us.

Friday, July 17, 1998
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