Christ’s Superior Priesthood of the Order of Melchizedek


Hebrews Chap. 7
By KC Ung

Recapitulation:

(1) Christ, Superior to Prophets and Angels.
Heb. ch. 1
(1:1-4, 5-14)

(2) Christ made Lower than the Angels for the suffering of death.
Heb. ch. 2
(2:9)

(3) Christ, the Son, Superior to Moses, the Servant.
Heb. ch. 3
(3:3)

(4) Christ’s Better rest awaits Believers.
Heb. ch. 4
(4:9)

(5) Christ’s Superior Priesthood after the Order of Melchizedek 
Heb. chs. 5-7
(7:21-22)

Because it was ministered Under a Superior Covenant,
Heb. ch. 8
(8:6)


In a Superior Sanctuary
Heb. ch. 9
(9:11)


With a Superior Sacrifice
Heb. ch. 10
(10:12-14)

Reading: 
Gen. 14:17-20
(1) Three First Mentions in Gen. 14:1, viz. Melchizedek, Priest, Most High in…
Gen. 14:18
· Melchizedek (Heb. “king”;  = “righteousness”) = King of righteousness; a Gentile king.
The Occurrences and the Occasions.
Gen. 14:18 - 1st. of 11 occ.

· Used of a Historical Person
Gen. 14:18

· Used in God’s Historic Pledge:
Psa. 110:4

· Used in the Hebrews Proclamations (Quotations).
Heb. 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:1, 10, 11, 15, 17, 21
Note the different emphasis in each quotation:
· 5:6
- Thou art a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.
 
· 5:10 
- Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchizedek.
· 6:20
- Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.
· 7:11
- another priest should rise after the order of Melchizedek.
· 7:17 
- For he testifieth, Thou art a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.
· 7:21
- For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto 


 him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.
· Priest – 
Conditions for being a Priest:
Heb. 5:1-4 cf. Gen. 14:18

[A Priest was to represent God to Man and, in turn, to represent Man to God, 
Heb. 5:1]

· Chosen from among men – Melchizedek was a historical person.

· Compassionate – Melchizedek brought forth bread and wine
· Called of God – Melchizedek was the priest of the most high God.

· Compare Aaron and Christ: both were Chosen, Compassionate and Called.
5:1-4 cf. 5-10

· Contrast Aaron with Christ – 

Aaron, being Sinful, had to offer sin offerings for himself and others yearly.
5:3; 9:7

Christ, being Sinless, offered Himself a Sin Offering for others once for all.
9:14; 10:10-12

· Most high God (Heb. El Elyon) – a distinctive name for the God to the Gentiles:
[Melchizedek was a Gentile King and a Gentile Priest.]
· The Most High separated Adam’s Race into the Nations (Gentiles) and His People, Israel. Deut. 32:8

· The Most High was the God in Gentile Prophecy in Daniel.
Dan. 3:26; 4:17, 24, 25, 32, 34; 5:18, 21

(2) No record of Melchizedek’s Pedigree or Posterity – he appeared in v. 18 and disappeared in v. 20. 
Heb. 7:3

Thus, the Order of Melchizedek is an apt Picture of Christ’s Perpetual Priesthood, as argued out in 
Heb. 7.

A. The Person of Melchizedek 

Heb. 7:1-10

1. He was above his Peers – he was a king-priest. king of Salem, priest of…God
7:1, 2
a. As King – Melchizedek was King of Righteousness and king of Salem (Peace).
7:2 cf. Gen. 14:18

b. As Priest of the Most High God and as a Superior, he blessed Abraham.
Gen. 14:18, 19


No Israelite could be a king-priest.

See #C.2

· Christ, after the order of Melchizedek, is a King-Priest.

2. He was above Par.

a. He was Superior to Abraham – the one with him.


Abraham paid tithes to him
7:2 cf. Gen 14:20

b. He was Superior to the Adamic race – those before him.



Melchizedek was unique without Parentage, Pedigree nor Progeny.
7:3 ct. Gen. 5

c. He was Superior to Aaron and the Levites – those after him
7:4-9, 10

i. In the Loins of Abraham, the yet unborn Aaron paid tithes to him.
7:4, 5 (1st. occ.)
ii. The Levites and Aaron were blessed, when he blessed Abraham.
7:6

iii. Only the Lesser could be blessed of the better.
7:7

iv. He had a “Living” ministry, while the Levites died and had to be replaced.
7:8

· Christ, after the order of Melchizedek, is a Superior High Priest to all other priests.

B. The Prototype in Melchizedek – a Type of Christ

Heb. 7:3

	
	The Type: Melchizedek, Heb. 7:3:a, b
	The Antitype: Jesus Christ, Heb. 7:3c

	1. 
	He was a Picture of Christ - made like unto the Son of God.

made like, Gk. = “to produce a model or copy”

He was a Priest-King - King of righteousness, King of Salem 

With a Perpetual Priesthood - a priest continually, Gk. = “that which continues throughout”. As 10:1


	The Son of God is the antitype of Melchizedek 

Christ is the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6) Reigning in Righteousness (Isa. 32:1) with an eternal priesthood – 7:8, 16, 24-25

	2. 
	He had no Parents or Pedigree - without father or mother;

He had no Progeny - without descent

[Unique to the Genesis record of chronicling genealogies.]


	Joseph was not his father – Lk. 3:23

Mary did not conceive Him – Mt. 1:20

He never married nor had children.

	3. 
	He would be Eternal and Everlasting – Divine.
having neither beginning of days, nor end of life

He appears in Scripture for the first time in Gen. 14:18, and he disappears at the end of Gen. 14:20. He is never mentioned again except in Psalm 110:4 – the basis of Paul’s arguments in Hebrews 7 (7:17).


	In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God – Jn. 1:1

He is God – from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God  - Psa. 90:2


C. The Priesthood of Melchizedek
Heb. 7:11-24

It stands above the Aaronic/Levitical Priesthood because of: -

1. The Fact of Change.

7:11, 12

a. The Appointment of another priest.
7:11a cf. 7:17

b. The Appellation of a new order – the order of Melchizedek.
7:11b

c. The Annulment of the Law.
7:12

2. The Features requiring the Change.
7:13 -19

a. The Portfolio of the Lord needs a new order – He is a King-Priest


No one in Israel could be King and Priest at the same time.



Only Christ is Prophet, Priest and King at one at the same time

i. He was born of the tribe of Judah qualifying Him to be King.
7:14 cf. Gen 49:10

ii. He could not be born of Levi at the same time to be Priest.
7:14 cf. Num. 3:5-10
iii. Therefore, the need for another order of priesthood.

7:15

· This was not established from a Carnal Commandment.

7:16

· This was established from a Divine Decree.
7:17 cf. Psa. 110:4

· Not based on the Law – which was weak and unprofitable.
7:18 cf. NIV

· But based on a Living Hope – allowing us to draw near to God.
7:19

b. The Priests of the Aaronic Priesthood could not fulfil this order of …

i. Being Priests decreed by an oath, but the Lord could.

7:20, 21 cf. Psa. 110:4

ii. A Better Pledge under the proviso of this oath, but the Lord could.
7:21, 22

iii. Being Perpetual Priests as their deaths needed replacement, 

7:23


But the Lord lives forever. He has a Permanent Priesthood.

7:24, NIV

c. Therefore, to be King-Priest, Christ had to come from this Order
Psa. 110:4

i. To be the Divinely Oath-Appointed Eternal King-Priest.

ii. To be Declared our Intercessor to save us unto the uttermost.
7:25 and see #D below

D. Chris, The Priest after the Order of Melchizedek
Heb. 7:25-28

1. He is able to Save us right up to the End – He is our Eternal Intercessor.
7:25

2. He Satisfies all requirements to be such an Intercessor:
7:26

i. Selfward: He is Holy and Harmless (blameless, NIV)
7:26a

ii. Manward: He is Undefiled and Uncontaminated by sinners.
7:26b

iii. Godward: made Higher than the Heavens.
7:26c

3. His is a Superior Order to the One of Aaron.

7:27-28

	
	Priesthood of the Order of Aaron
	Heb. 
	Priesthood of Christ after the Order of Melchizedek
	

	a. 
	They needed to offer daily sacrifices.


	7:27
	He offered a once-for-all sacrifice
	7:27; 10:10

	b. 
	They needed to offer sacrifices for their and others’ sins
	7:27
	He had no sin but was the Sin Sacrifice for others


	7:27; 9:28

	c. 
	They were Constituted priests by law.


	7:28
	He was Consecrated Priest by oath
	Psa. 110:4

	d. 
	They were mortal and had to be replaced


	7:23
	He is God’s Son, Immortal and lives forever
	10:24

	e. 
	They stood while ministering
	10:11
	He sits down on the right hand of God, now interceding for us.
	10:12

7:25


This then is Jesus Christ, our Superior High Priest of the Order of Melchizedek, Heb. 7:26

Seeing then that we have a great high priest,

 that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God,

 Let us hold fast our profession.

 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 

but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 

that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

Heb. 4:14-16
