Elim Gospel Hall
The Spirit of Caleb

By K.C. Ung
Nov, 16, 2008

Intro.:

Statistical Estimates:  By 2020, Malaysia will be considered an aging nation with a projected 6.9% of her population 



more than 65 years old. 

· According to the US Census Bureau, Americans aged 50 and over are in high demand to fill jobs that the mass of young people, from 20 to 30-year-olds, cannot meet because their numbers are declining. 

· The Census Bureau said the number of 20 to 30-year-olds in the United States has declined by six million in the past 10 years (1990-2000), while people aged 50 and over has increased by 12 million. In the coming decade (2001-2010), the bureau said that the over 50 population will increase by 21 million while the younger age groups will increase by only four million.

· Singapore society is rapidly ageing. Projections are that the proportion of the aged (defined as persons 60 and above) will increase from about 10% today to 26.1% in 2030. This makes Singapore the fastest ageing society in Asia after Japan.
Question: Is Elim Gospel Hall ready to face this situation? How are we treating our Senior Christians? Do our Senior Christians feel that they have a role to play in the Edification of themselves and in the local assembly? 
Consider the Spirit of Caleb, a Senior Character in the Bible.
Text: 
He hath another spirit with him, and he hath followed me fully.  
Num. 14:24 

Intro. 
What is “spirit”? It is that part of a Person that (is) ….. 

· A Component of his/her tripartite being – body, soul, spirit.
I Thes. 5:23

· The Body: the Physical Part of our being by which others recognise us.

· The Soul: the mental and emotional part of our being that feels.

Cf. Mt. 26:38

· The Spirit: the part that is Conscious of God and Communes with God.
Jn. 4:24; I Cor. 14:15
· Committed to return to its Creator when the physical body dies.

Eccl. 12:7

· Continues to be strong, while the body declines with age. 

Mt. 26:41

Three Great Men of God who have great spirits:

· Joseph: Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?

Gen. 41:38

· Daniel: this Daniel was preferred …, because an excellent spirit was in him


Dan. 6:3

· Caleb: my servant Caleb, … had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully.

Num. 14:24

Caleb had a Different Spirit.  
He Looked up, while Others Looked around.

He hath another spirit with him, and he hath followed Me fully. 
Num. 14:24

A. He Stood out from Among his Contemporaries. They have not wholly followed.
Num. 32:11
1. Their enemies regarded them as Grasshoppers.
13:33

And there we saw the giants the sons of Anak, who come of the giants, and we were in our sight 

as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight. 
2. They regarded themselves as Grasshoppers.
13:33

a. The Lack of Self-Esteem in Oneself.

i. We were in our sight as grasshoppers.
13:33

ii. We are not able...
13:31

b. The Look at the Strong Externals in Others.
13:33

We saw the giants…We were as grasshoppers in their sight.
i. They Attributed a Viewpoint of themselves to Others - and so were we in their sight.
13:33
ii. They Allowed no Victory even before the battle – 
13:28


Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, and very great;

iii. They Attached no Vision of God for themselves.
13:31

We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we.



Ct. 
Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.

13:30


Cp. 
Because the LORD was not able to bring this people into the land


which he sware unto them, therefore he hath slain them in the wilderness.

14:16
iv. They Adjudged no Vantage with the Lord's Help.
14:8, 9
Ct. If the LORD delight in us, then He will bring us into this land, and give it us; 
a land which floweth with milk and honey. Only rebel not ye against the LORD, 
neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence 
is departed from them, and the LORD is with us: fear them not.
Note: Contrast the Reports of the Timorous Ten and the Trustful Two
	
	Report of the Timorous Ten
	Ref.
	Report of the Trustful Two
	

	(1) 
	Surely it floweth with milk and honey…Nevertheless the people…
	Num. 13:27, 28
	If the LORD delight in us, then He will bring us into this land
	Num. 14:8

	(2) 
	The people are strong.
	13:28
	neither fear ye the people of the land …their defence is departed from them.
	14:9

	(3) 
	We saw the children of Anak there.

We saw in it are men of a great stature.

We saw the giants, the sons of Anak.
	13:28

13:32
13:33
	The LORD is with us:
	14:9

	(4) 
	…is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof;
	13:32
	They are bread for us:

The land…is an exceeding good land.
a land which floweth with milk and honey.
	14:9

14:7
14:8

	(5) 
	We were in our own sight as grass-hoppers, and so we were in their sight.
	13:33
	The LORD is with us: fear them not.
	14:9

	(6) 
	We be NOT able
	13:31
	We are WELL able to overcome it.
	13:30

	
	The LORD was NOT able to bring this people into the land
	14:16


3. Caleb was no Grasshopper; with God, he was a Giant.
Num. 13:30


a. His Appellation.

i. Caleb = dog.  
Thus a man with canine qualities:  faithful, friendly,

ii. Caleb = slave.  
The slave of Yahweh, cf. Paul.
b. The Application 
- Caleb was Yahweh's "dog" and "slave"

Or What Caleb was in God's Sight:

He hath another spirit with him, and he hath followed Me fully.  
Num. 14:24 cf. Dan. 6:3

B. He Stood out in his All-out Commitment.
They have wholly followed the Lord.    Num. 32:12
I will give the land he hath trodden because he hath wholly followed the Lord.
Deut. 1:36

1. His Years of Maturity at 40 years old.
I wholly followed the Lord, my God.
Josh. 14:6-9, 7


Three things that can never fade with declining age:

a. He Encouraged others with his whole-heartedness. [Encouragement of others]
14:7 ct. 14:8

b. He Earned an inheritance because of his wholly following the Lord. [Trust in God]
14:9

c. He Envisioned a Mountain Conquest because he wholly followed the Lord. [Vision]
14:12 
2. He Yearned for the Mountains at 85 years old.
Josh. 14:10-15 (12) ct. Eccl. 12:5 (1-7)

He Requested for the Mountain where the Giants were. 
a. He Staked his Claim – the Promise Pronounced. 
Josh. 14:9-15

i. The Promise was made in History.

14:10, 11

ii. His Life was Prolonged for the Purpose.

14:12 cf. Psa. 90:10

· The Average Years of our Life.
Psa. 90:10

· The Added Years to our Life – a Burden or a Blessing?

· The Apportioned Years of Caleb’s Life 


– a Bonus for him that he might be a Blessing to others. 
Josh. 15:16-19

iii. The Possession of the inheritance was his Responsibility.



Josh. 14:13

iv. The Portion he would inherit was the extent of his Victory.


14:14, 15

b. He Spoke with Confidence – He would be Able if the Lord Enabled.
Josh. 14:12b

i. He Expressed Confidence in Conquest because the LORD will be with me.

ii. He Possessed his Possession because he wholly followed the LORD God of Israel.

c. He Spread out his Conquests.
Josh. 15:13-19

i. He Possessed his own Possession.

15:13-15

ii. He Spread out to other Portions.

16:16-19

Conclusion: 
Caleb was no Grasshopper at the age of 85.



For some, a Grasshopper would be a Burden.
Eccl. 12:5













