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Morning Devotion: 
Building and Growing Together
By K. C. Ung

I. A Preamble and my Perception:

Mr. Yap Kok Keong’s introductory words to Elders and Leaders attending the ALC in his letter dated 24th July states: 


The Brethren Movement has quietly slipped into a critical phase in its progress in our country. Has it come to that point where it has become lukewarm in heart, factious in spirit, short-sighted in vision, judged irrelevant by our young and found wanting by those who really want to learn and serve their Lord? Are we a sunset movement?

These critical issues facing our assemblies today will form the basis of the keynote paper and other sessions at ALC 2007. The way forward is on our knees. May the Lord hear the cry of our hearts.

To address these concerns, the Main Committee have come out with the Conference Theme for ALC 2007. It is Assembly Growth – Building Together.
Two key words stand out in this Theme – Grow and Build in that order. However, I would like to reverse the order and bring to our attention Build and Grow. The two words appear to be synonymous yet they are different and connected, as we would see in representing the situation of our assemblies in Malaysia – at least in my perception, if not, in observation and reality. I refer to a seeming “divide” (with emphasis on the “seeming”) between two general geographical groups of assembles – one in the north and east, and the other in the centre (or in the Klang Valley). In turn, I believe, the centre has its own sub-groups. I shall leave this area to be handled by the three speakers on the Key Paper.
The assemblies in the north and east (from here onwards I would just mention just the north to cover the Penang and Perak states mainly but which may also include Kelantan) differ in many ways from assemblies in the other states. I cannot justifiably speak on behalf of the south (Johore) with authority because of my limited contacts with these assemblies though they seem to appear to follow the northern trends. The north appears to stress more on “Build” resulting in less “Growth” in terms of “Births” of new assemblies. On the other hand, the generally perceived picture of assemblies in the centre (or in the Klang Valley) is that of “Growth” with less “Depth”. With their expansion, there also creep in factions. However, among them are some assemblies which have taken on the characteristics of both (north and centre), coming up with a Balance between the two groups resulting in a healthy Building and Growing Together which is the ultimate goal of my present devotion. 

That there is this perceived “divide” between north and centre can be gauged in the terms they use, the support they give to the activities organised by each and the emphasis they place on different aspects of their common beliefs and practices. Please note that I use the verb “divide” as noun rather than “division” because it is my hope that this “divide” will never be a permanent “division” but as the Malay proverb states: Air dicinchang tak kan diputus (water that is divided will come together again). 
Let me clarify: 

· The Terms used by the two groups (centre and north in that order as listed below) differ:


The “Brethren” (with a capital “B”) and the “Assembly” referring to our group of churches;


The Brethren Distinctives and the Biblical Assembly Distinctives (BAD);


Inter-Brethren Assembly (IBA) Games and Inter-Assembly Games referring to the fellowship games 
the youths of their assemblies have among themselves;


The Worship Service and The Lord’s Supper referring to the Sunday/Friday meeting,

· The Activities supported by the two groups differ:


The International Brethren Conference on Missions in Germany (25 June to 1 July, 2007) and the 
Asian Assembly Conference in Korea in 2006 have different participants.


The “Current” Residential Bible School (RBS) and the “Original” RBS;


GLO Training School in Taiping, Bible Reading Conferences in KL are not supported by all.


Local speakers invited by assemblies in the north are seldom invited by those in the centre and vice 
versa.


· The Emphasis on assembly programmes and services differs: 


Worship Service on Worship; the Lord’s Supper on Remembrance;


Experiential Devotions on Christian Living and Evangelisation, and Teaching on Assembly 
Principles and Practices;


More “open” to contemporary developments and more hesitant in adopting current trends;


And other differences of the like ilk.

Now, let me address these two trends of “growth” – one seems to stress backwards (i.e. historical developments in the past) and downwards (to return to the roots), while the other appears to stress more inwards (with emphasis on Christian living) and sideways leading to expansion. This is not to say the one looking backwards is not forward-looking, nor the one expanding sideways is not grounded. From the beginning let me point out that the “divisive” vocabulary I use to describe the situation is not categorical, but just some terms used for ease of reference which I would like you to cast into oblivion when I finish this devotion.

II. My Proposal for A Solution to this “divide”: It is based on a three-fold Scripture Solution:
A. Let your Moderation be known unto all men.
Phil. 4:5

(Phil 4:5 KJV)  Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand.
(Phil 4:5 NRSV)  Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.
(Phil 4:5 NIV)  Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.
1. The Bible Knowledge Commentary comments: Epieikes (“gentleness”) suggests a forbearing, non-retaliatory spirit – the way one reacts to others—whether in gentleness or harshness—will be noticed. Why be gentle? Because the Lord is near.
2. Though it may not be etymologically correct, I would like to use the KJV translation of “moderation” to mean “balance”. And I am proposing that in the matters I am going to put forward in the devotion, that… “in all things, let us be moderate and be balanced biblically – to achieve this, let us be gentle to all, and let us let this be known by all that we indeed are such”. I am not advocating for compromise between right and wrong. I am advising that there should be a balance between two extreme viewpoints or stands based on a common acceptance of what we already believe to be right basically.
B. Let the Peace of God Moderate
Phil. 4:7

(Phil 4:7 KJV)  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.

(Phil 4:7 NRSV)  And the peace of God…will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

(Phil 4:7 NIV)  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard…
1. Barnes comments: The word rendered here “shall keep,” is a military term, and means that the mind would be guarded as a camp or castle is. 
2. AT Robertson suggests that phrourēsei (“Shall garrison”) refers to God’s peace as a sentinel mounting guard over our lives.
3. And my proposal is that we always be on our guard Scripturally and Spiritually against elements that will come in to divide and disunite us, taking away the peace from among us. Paul’s farewell message (Acts 20:17-38) to the elders at Ephesus applies very relevantly today. Above all, let the peace of God moderate all our affairs and relationships.

C. Let the God of Peace be the final Guard in all things.
Phil. 4:9
(Phil 4:9 KJV)  Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.
(Phil 4:9 NRSV)  Keep on doing the things that you have…and the God of peace will be with you.


(Phil 4:9 NIV)  Whatever you have learned …--put it into practice. 
My final Proposal and Prayer: Let us Return to our Roots and yet not be irrelevant; let us return to the Basics of Biblical truths held dear by all of us over the years, and yet be current in its application. Let us commit all our efforts to Build and Grow Together to the God of Peace that He will bestow on all of us the Peace of God to moderate among ourselves in the assemblies as we put into practice the things we have received and learned then and now. 

My prayer:  That some things good which will bring about peace among us may still come out of this Conference. As bro. Kok Keong appealed: Let us go forward on our knees. Let us make maximum use of the allotted 3 prayer sessions in this Conference. 
III. The Pictures of Building and Growing


For this devotion, I would like to base it on two imageries:


For Building, I would like to refer to the imagery of a Building being Constructed 


For Growing, I would like to refer to the imagery of a Body organism Composed of members growing unto maturity or a seed growing into a plant with outstretched Branches Bearing fruits. 

I. Building Together

A. Let us Build on a Solid Foundation.

1. Our One and Only Foundation must be Christ.


For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
I Cor. 3:11


This is what we already have in common – let us build on it.
a. It is the Church’s Confession of Christ:

He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered… thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

Matt. 16:15-18


Yet we allow ourselves from among ourselves to tear the earthly church apart.

b. It is the Revelation to the Church through His Apostles and Prophets.

Now therefore ye are…fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone; In Whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
Eph. 2:19-22

i. The Foundation of this spiritual house is the Revelation through the Apostles and Prophets.

As assemblies, we already have this Common Conviction – our Confirmed faith in the 
Scriptures. Let our policies and practices be founded and be built on it, and it, alone. 

Let the Reformation war-cry be still ours today: 

Sola scriptura
(A Latin ablative, "by scripture alone") is the assertion that the Bible as God's written word is self-authenticating, clear (perspicuous) to the rational reader, its own interpreter ("Scripture interprets Scripture"), and sufficient of itself to be the final authority of Christian doctrine. (Wikipedia)
ii. The Cornerstone is Jesus Christ – He is both Foundation and Capstone.

All Scriptures speak concerning Christ. This again is our common conviction. So let us build on 
it and be a Bible-Based, Christ-Centred and God-Glorifying assembly.

· He is the Head of the body, the church…that in all things He might have the preeminence. 
Col. 1:18
2. We are the Spiritual Stones that build up unto….


a. Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house.
I Pet. 2:5
b. In whom all the building…groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord
Eph. 2:21
c. Ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
Eph. 2:22

As such, we should keep in mind what kind of assembly we should be.
As highlighted above.

3. However, for the House to be built it must also have Pillars.

a. The church of the living God is the pillar and ground of the truth.
I Tim. 3:15

As such, its Banner must be truth for all to see, and its Beacon must shine out truth.
b. James, Peter and John were pillars of the early church.
Gal. 2:9

We need elders and leaders today who dare to stand up for the truth and not to compromise.
c. The Overcomer will be a pillar in the temple of God.
Rev. 3:12

The believer in the church faces confrontations that challenge his faith in God and in His Word. 
He needs to know His God and His Word to resist and overcome them.


Cf. the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.
Dan. 11:32b


Only the people who know their God will firmly resist him/
NIV

· There is no need for me to Explain or Exhort further on this foundation. We are all agreed on it. So let us build on this common foundation. Now let me Elaborate more on the Pillars
B. Let us Build around the Four pillars standing on this Foundation.
Acts 2:42


It was suggested by a Bible teacher in a recent Bible reading conference that there 


are four “pillars” in the early New Testament Church. They are…
Acts 2:42


They continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

1. The Pillar of the Apostles’ Doctrine, i.e. the Word of God.

a. We need to Teach the Totality of the Word of God. – Let there be a Moderation (a Balance):


For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.
Acts 20:27

i. A Balance in the Teaching from the New Testament and the Old Testament.

ii. A Balance in the Teaching of the Antitypes and the Types – to understand Hebrews and Revelation better and to appreciate more the Glories of Christ of Whom the Word speaks.
iii. A Balance in the Teaching of History and Prophecy especially when The Lord is at hand.
iv. A Balance in the Teaching of Church Principles and Practices to establish His Headship.

v. A Balance in the Teaching of “Go ye…” and “Teaching whatsoever I have command you”


A Balance in Evangelisation (Go out to Bring in) and Edification (Build up).
vi. A Balance in Devotional Preaching and Expositional Teaching.

b. We need to Teach the Trustworthiness of the Word of God.
II Tim. 3:16, 17

i. That the original scriptures are Verbally Inspired, Plenary, Infallible and Inerrant. 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
 for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

ii. That while modern Bible translations multiply today, there are differences between literal and dynamic translations and a paraphrase.

c. We need to Teach the Thorough study of the Word of God.
II Tim. 2:15
Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
 rightly dividing the word of truth.


[Today’s use of the Powerpoint Preaching Presentation needs careful handling.]
i. To Study it Diligently it – Do your best
NRSV

ii. To Rightly Divide it – rightly explaining the word of truth; correctly handles 
NRSV, NIV

iii. To Bravely Declare it – a worker who has no need to be ashamed.
NRSV

2. The Pillar of Fellowship.


The Church today is essentially a Called-out Assembly (Gk. ekklesia), a Communion (I Cor. 10:16), 
and Fellowship among its members should be its Character.

a. Intra-Church Fellowship – We need to cultivate…

i. Fellowship among the leaders in the assembly – Committee meeting or Coffee-table meeting?

ii. Fellowship among the members – in Church or in Care?
I Cor. 12:25; II Cor. 8:16; Phil 2:20
iii. Fellowship between Shepherds and Sheep – not lording…but being examples to the flock. I Pet. 5:3
b. Inter-Church Fellowship – the Care of all the Churches.
II Cor. 11:28


i. The Problems of the independent church – does Independence mean Isolation?

ii. The Partnership of local churches – Independent and Inter-dependent.
cf. Rom. 16

c. Inter-Body Fellowship – Forbid him not: for he that is not against us is for us.
 Lk. 9:49, 50

i. The Fellowship in the Gospel – whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached. cf. Phil. 1:12-18

ii. The Fellowship in Good works – For I was an hungered, and ye gave Me meat:

I was thirsty, and ye gave Me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took Me in…
Cf. Mt. 25:35, 36ff; Heb. 10:24 
iii. The Fellowship before the Government – he is the minister of God to thee for good. Rom. 13:4
3. The Pillar of the Breaking of Bread. [This is one Pillar that should bind the stones together.]
a. The Proper title: breaking of bread (Acts. 20:7); Lord’s Supper (I Cor. 11:20); communion ( I Cor. 10:16)
b. The Purpose is to Remember and then to Revere, not the Reverse or without the former.
I Cor. 11:24-26

This do in remembrance of Me… For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
c. The Programme: no specific programme but cf. the guide in I Cor. Chs. 11-14

d. The Preparation: a Condition unique with its Character of service

But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.
I Cor. 11:28


Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother 


hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way;


 first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.
Mt. 5:23, 24
e. The Participation and the Problems encountered – Is Participation a Problem? 

i. Silence is a Stumbling block – Cf. the silence of the besi and the silence of the ubi.
14:28

If there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, 
and to God. Silence for the Meditating believer can be a most Meaningful occupation.
ii. Singing Abounds – intelligent verbal worship and Scripture-reading are Absent. 
14:15


I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also:

iii. 
I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.
iv. Speaking to Self, and others not edified.
14:16, 17

Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest? 

For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified

v. Long prayers Limiting others from participating.
14:19, 29-32

Cf. Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding.

Cf. Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace. For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.

vi. Self-preparation is good but it must be Subject to the Spirit-leading. 
14:26

How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation.
vii. Summary: To overcome the problems, give Teaching and Training on…

· the Significance of the Lord’s Supper and it being different from other Services.

· the Functions of spiritual priests and the Focus on the Lord’s Pre-eminence and remembrance.

· the Songs and Scriptures related to the Lord’s Supper.
Cf. Ruminations

· Worshiping aright and Waiting on the Spirit’s guidance.

· the need to Prepare and to Participate meaningfully, intelligently, biblically and Spirit-ually. 

4. The Pillar of Prayer.

a. Regarded as the Powerhouse of the Assembly; but in reality, it is more of a Basement Storehouse.

b. The Power of Prayer was very evident in the early church as recorded in the Acts.
ACTS

i. It Powered the first church – These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication
1:14

ii. It Sought Guidance for Judas’ Substitute.

1:24


They prayed… Thou, Lord…knowest the hearts of all men, show whether of these two thou hast chosen

iii. Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour.
3:1; 16:13
iv. Prayer was the Power behind the Church’s Projects:
4:31

And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; 
and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.
v. The apostles knew the Priority of prayer in their Preaching and ministry.
6:4, 6, etc.

But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.
vi. The Church was together praying in a crisis.
12:5 cf. 16:9, 16, 25


Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.
vii. The Church fasted, prayed and identified themselves with Paul and Barnabas.
13:3


when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.
viii. Prayer was made before the appointment of elders in every church.
14:23

when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.
ix. Paul and the elders prayed together as he met them for the last time.
20:36 cf. 21:5


And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with them all.

c. The Place of Prayer was evident in the early church and among the Lord’s servants and people.


Let us seek to make it our Responsibility to Revive this Role of prayer in our assemblies and in 
the lives of individual believers.
Bro. Kok Keong in his letter to Elders and Leaders states: 

The way forward is on our knees. May the Lord hear the cry of our hearts.
And I say, the way Backward is on our Backs. May the Lord toss us out of our comfortable Beds.
Let these four pillars Bind us together and let us Build around them. 

Let the assemblies keep (guard as a sentinel) these four Biblical pillars as the Basic Principles and Practices of our common belief founded on the One and Only Foundation of Jesus Christ Himself, built upon the revelation of the Apostles and Prophets.

II. Growing Together

For the Growth of the Assemblies, I would refer to two biblical imageries –Growth in the Body and Growth in the roots and Branches. 

A. Growing Together In the Body of Christ – Ensures our Maturity and Unity
1. This Growth is Internal – it Grows from inside towards full Maturity.
Eph. 4:8, 11-16
a. Gifts are given to the Church at Large to grow to Maturity – For this the Lord Himself gives…

· The Foundational Gifts: And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets.
4:11a cf. 2:20

· The Functional Gifts –some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers
4:11b
b. Gifts are given to the Church for the Perfecting (Growth, Maturity) of the Saints:
4:12-16
i. for the work of the ministry
4:12a
ii. for the edifying of the body of Christ:
4:12b

Make use of these God-Gifted Men to build up the church unto Maturity.

2. The Goal is Integrated – it is to “Glue” together its members into one Unity.
a. Positively: 
Eph. 4:13

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
b. Negatively: 
Eph. 4:14

That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
c. Affirmatively: 
Eph. 4:15, 16

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is the Head, even Christ: From Whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

To achieve this Goal in the Local Church, the Holy Spirit gives gifts to all:


To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
I Cor. 12:7
i. No member can Claim that he/she cannot function.
12:14-16

If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?
ii. No member can Criticise another member to say he/she is of no use.
12:21-24

And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: 
iii. The body is not one member but a Composition of many members.
12:17-20, 25-27

If they were all one member, where were the body? But now are they many members, yet but one body.
iv. There is need for the strong to Care for and Complement the feeble.
12:22-24
Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary:

 And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these 
we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.

For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, 
having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked:

B. Growing Together As Branches of the True Vine  - Ensures our Expansion
1. This Growth is Inbuilt and it grows Downwards and Upwards.
Col. 2:7

Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught.
a. It grows Downwards – rooted

b. It grows Upwards - and built up in Him, and stablished in the faith,
2. This Growth is Intended to Bear Fruit Outwards.
Jn. 15:4-6
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in Me.
I am the Vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing.
a. Consider the Korean Assemblies’ Growth – 

i. Their Statistics:
	Distribution of Assemblies in Korea
	No. of New Assemblies
	Total No. of Assemblies 

	1970’s
	(23)
	42

	1980’s
	73
	115

	1990’s
	99
	214

	2000’s
	28
	242

	2006
	?
	239


ii. Their Strategy:

· The Church now has missionaries in Thailand, Cambodia, Philippines, Nepal, Vietnam and Myanmar.

· It also has missionaries working among Koreans in Australia, New Zealand, USA, Germany, etc.

· Their missionaries also work among Foreign Migrant workers and students in Korea. They now have 140 believers from 8 different countries, viz. Mongolia (1), Iran (1), Russia (2), Nepal (1), Philippines (5), Indonesia (4), China (125) and Pakistan (1).

b. Compare the Penang Assemblies’ Growth – 

	
	Penang Island
	Mainland
	Total

	  1851 – 1900 
	*Farquhar Street Mission House and Chapel (1859)
	
	1

	1901-1950 
	*Burmah Road Gospel Hall (1938)
	Nibong Tebal Gospel Hall (1920)
	2

	1951-1960 
	
	Butterworth Gospel Hall (1959)
	3

	1961-1970 
	Island Glades Gospel Centre (1970) – From BRGH
	
	4

	1971-1980 
	Sungei Nibong Home and Centre (1982) –From BRGH & IGGC
	
	5

	1981-1990 
	Sungei Ara Gospel Hall (1999) – From IGGC & SNGH
	
	6

	  1990-2000  (2 centres)
	* Note: Essentially the two are the same.
	BM Gospel Centre (2007)
 (Kepala Batas Outreach point)
	7

( 1)

	As at 2007
	4  assemblies in 148 years (1859-2007)

3 (+2) Commended Assembly Workers since 1996
	3 assemblies + (1)

1 commended worker (?) (NTGH)
	7 + 1

4(?)


c. Compare the Perak Assemblies’ Growth – 

	Years
	Assembly
	Remarks
	Total

	1890 – 1900
	Taiping Gospel Hall – 31st Dec. 1899 
	1st Breaking of Bread.
	1

	1901-1910 
	Kampar Gospel Hall in1904
	1st house meeting in Coopers’ home.

In the 50’s in Dr. Samuel’s home.
	2

	1911-1940

(30 yrs)
	Elim Gospel Hall - around 1913. 

	*Started Canning Garden (later broke away: FGA); KCC (1994)
	3

	1941-1990 (50 years)
	Kamunting Outreach work - 1954
Kuala Kangsar Gospel Hall (in 1960s)

Batu Gajah Gospel Hall – (1949, 1968, 1972)
	(By TGH) – later petered out.
1st Lord’s Supper
	5 + 1

	1991-2000
	Kledang Community Chapel – 1994 (Fr. EGH)
Bidor Gospel Centre – 31st Mar. 1999
	Meeting in Sea Fook’s house.

1st Breaking of Bread, 25th April, 1999
	6

7

	2000-2007
	KCC (Ch.) – 2000
*Batu Gajah Gospel Hall (BM) – 2006

*Kamunting Outreach work – Revived (Fr. TGH)
	BM-speaking assembly – Oct. 2006
New building to be opened in 2007
	7 + 3

	As at 2007
	7 assemblies in 108 years (1899-2007)

3 (+2) Commended Assembly Workers.
	*3 Outreach work

(JH, TY, HHY + D&R J)
	7 + 3


Thus, over the years, the assemblies in the north have not grown much compared with those in the centre.
I do not have the Facts and Figures for Assembly Growth in the centre, but I know they expand Faster.
It is time now for all assemblies in the country to come together to Build and Grow.

The Lord’s Commission to the Church is Go out and Grow up. Let us Heed it and Obey it.

(1) Go Out Together:  
Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
Mk. 16: 15

(2) Grow Up Together: 
Go ye…and teach all nations…teaching them to observe all things 



whatsoever I have commanded you. 
Mt. 28:19, 20

Let us Go Forward on our knees together – 

To Grow Together and to Build Together

Assembly Leaders’ Conference Theme, 2007: 
Assembly Growth – Building Together
