Building up a family in prosperity - Gen. 30
I. Jacob Building Up His Family
Gen. 30:1-24


A. The Background to Jacob’s Wives.
Gen. 29:1-30
1. The Meeting at the Well.
29:1-12

2. The Month’s service and the Wage of a Wife.
29:13-30
a. Jacob Stayed with him the Space of a month.

29:14

b. Seven years of service for Rachel, but was Replaced with Leah.
29:16-26


Wherefore then hast thou beguiled me? And Laban said, It must not be so done 


in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn.

29:25b, 26 

Note: Jacob was the younger who also defrauded Esau, his older brother.
27:15

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. Gal. 6:7

c. Seven more years for Rachel and Laban Lived up to his promise.
29:27-30

B. The Births of Jacob’s Children
[Note the features of this passage:]
29:31-35 – 30:24

· The Definition of names to interpret the prevailing Conditions.

Each name was interpreted by Leah or Rachel to reflect family conditions at the time of birth, 

Giving testimony to God as the Giver of Life.

· The Development of the Children of ISRAEL (Jacob was a Supplanter turned Prince)
Cf. 32:28

The passage demonstrates how God prospered Jacob and started to make from him a great nation. 
All Israelites could trace their ancestry to Jacob. As brothers, the sons of Jacob, became “Israel.” 

Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. [Jacob: lit. = heel-catcher (i.e. supplanter)] [Israel: he will rule as God]
Gen. 32:28

· The Divine Choice: God chose the despised mother, Leah to be the mother of…
Judah to be the kingly tribe and through whom the Messiah would come;

Levi to be the priestly tribe, 
though Jacob loved Rachel and her son Joseph!
1. Rachel, the Beautiful, was Loved but she was Fruitless. The Lord saw to it.
29:17, 31

Cf. Sarai and Rebekah

11:30; 25:21
2. Leah, the Tendered-eye, was “hated” but she was Fruitful. The Lord opened her womb:
29:17, 31


And when the LORD saw that Leah was hated, He opened her womb.


Cf. The LORD opened the wombs of Eve, Sarah, and Rebekah.
Gen. 4:1; 21:1; 25:21


The LORD is in control of Life!


Leah’s children:
a. Reuben = lit. see ye a son
29:32


Surely the LORD hath looked upon my affliction; now therefore my husband will love me.

b. Simeon, from a prim. root = hear intelligently.
29:33 cf. 16:11; 21:17


Because the LORD hath heard that I was hated, he hath therefore given me this son also:

c. Levi = lit. to twine, i.e. joined, attached
29:34 cf. Num. 18:2-4


Now this time will my husband be joined unto me, because I have born him three sons.

d. Judah = lit. praise.  Now will I praise the LORD.
29:35

3. The issues  of Prejudice that challenge our Faith – look at the Lord’s Perspective:

a. Domestic Prejudice: it was Selfish Love.

He loved also Rachel more than Leah…the LORD saw that Leah was hated…
Gen. 29:30, 31

Jacob loved Rachel more because she was Beautiful.
29:17

He loved Leah less even though she was Big- and tender-hearted.


Heb. rak = tender (lit. or fig.); by impl. weak:--faint [-hearted], soft, tender ([-hearted], one). 
Strong
b. Cf. Divine “Prejudice”: it was Sovereign Love.

i. God loved Israel even though they were not Worthy.
Deut. 7:7, 8

ii. God chose the younger and not the older not because of their Works.
Rom. 9:11, 12

iii. God loved Jacob and “hated” Esau because He Willed to do so.
Mal. 1:2, 3 cf. Rom. 9:13-16
C. The Bitterness between the Wives.
Gen. 30:1-24

1. Rachel’s Bitterness.
Gen. 30:1-8 

a. Her Onerous Complaint wrongly directed: Give me children, or else I die.
30:1, 2 ct. 35:16-20

Rachel had three strong reasons for desiring children: to be like her sister, 
to be more loving to her husband, and to hope to be the ancestress of the promised Seed.

b. Her Offer of her maid, Bilhah, for a Concubine, taken up by Jacob.
30:3, 4
A reminder of Sarah. Was she right to follow?
c. Her Offspring or Children through Bilhah:
30:5-8

i. Dan = lit. judgment; God hath judged me, and hath also heard my voice.
30:5, 6


"God has vindicated me; he has listened to my plea and given me a son."
NIV

ii. Naphtali = lit. wrestling

30:7, 8

With great wrestlings have I wrestled with my sister, and I have prevailed.
2. Leah’s Competiveness.
Gen. 30:9-21
a. Leah Brought in Zilpah to Bear her children.
30:9-13
i. Gad, from a prim. root = to crowd upon, i.e. attack; lit. = a troop cometh
30:9-11, KJV


And Leah said, "Good fortune!" so she named him Gad.
NRSV, NIV

ii. Asher = lit. happy.
30:12-13


Leah said, Happy am I, for the daughters will call me blessed.
b. Leah again gave Birth to her own children.
30:17-21

i. Issachar = lit. hire, reward
30:17, 18


God hath given me my hire, because I have given my maiden to my husband

ii. Zebulun = lit. dwelling, habitation
30:19, 20


God hath endued me with a good dowry; now will my husband dwell with me.

iii. Dinah = lit. adding (?); justice. [Not the only daughter, cf. 37:35; 46:7)
30:21

c. Rachel Bargained with Leah over Rueben’s Mandrakes (supposedly aphrodisiacs). 30:14-16

i. The Superstition believed to cure Sterility.

ii. Leah got to be with Jacob and Issachar was born – the Result of her hire/Reward.

iii. Rachel could have Lost to Leah as she did not see any tangible fruit –
For two years, the mandrakes did not “bear fruit.”
iv. God was Still the Sole Life-giver.

3. God’s Graciousness to Rachel.

Gen. 30:22-24
a. God Remembered Rachel as He did Noah, Abraham and He would Hannah.
8:1; 19:29; I Sam. 1:19

b. Rachel Gave birth to Joseph – God hath taken away my reproach:
30:23

i. Joseph would have removed her Failure to bear a child.
30:23

ii. Joseph would also add to her Faith that she would have another son.
30:24 cf. 34:16-20
4. The issues of Polygamy that challenge our Faith.
Cf. # B.3 above


Polygamy = a many-wifed man; ct. Polyandry = a many-husband wife.

Monogamy is where a woman is the “helpmeet” originally destined for man—

“bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh”—for whom he would “leave his father and his mother” 

and to whose single self he would “cleave” for life.
Cf. Gen 2:18, 24; Mt 19:5, 6
Consider the Outcomes of Old Testament Polygamy:

a. With Abraham – Sarah and Isaac and their rivalry with Hagar and Ishmael down the generations.
b. With Jacob – Reuben’s incest with Bilhah (35:22-26); Sale of Joseph as Slave by brothers (37:28)

c. With David - incest and murder among his children, Amnon, Tamar and Absalom.   
2 Sam 13
Absalom’s treason against David’s throne and death. 

d. With Solomon – Polygamy led to his downfall.  

1 Kgs. 11:12
II. Jacob Building up His Prosperity.
Gen. 30:25-43

A. Jacob’s Wages


Gen.  30:25-36

1. Jacob’s Reasons for his Respectful Request to end his service.
30:25-26

a. He was Ready to provide for his own Rapidly-growing family - I may go unto mine own place,
b. He Remembered God’s Covenant with him to settle in his own Country - and to my country.
c. The Joy he had with the birth of Joseph.

2. Laban’s Reasons to Retain him

30:27-31a

a. Jacob’s Services and Skill were much appreciated.
30:27, 28



b. Laban’s Prosperity now was Probably due to his Presence with him.
Cf. 30:29, 30

c. He was Ready to sign an agreement at his call, but was he having in mind to over-Reach him?
30:31

3. The “Signing” of the Service contract:
30:32-36

a. Jacob would remove from Laban’s flocks all Striped, Speckled, Spotted and 


dark-coloured animals; all were given to Laban’s Sons to take charge.
30:32, 35

b. All animals found in Jacob’s flocks not of Such would be regarded as Stolen:
30:33, 34

c. A 3-day-journey Separated the two flocks.
30:36

B. Jacob’s Wiles – a triple strategy.

Gen.  30:37-42

1. He used Peeled rods to Produce Parti-coloured animals in Laban’s flock.

30:37-39

2. He Separated the young, and made the rest faced Laban’s Streaked and dark-coloured animals.
30:40

3. Likewise he Set peeled rods before the eyes of the Strong when they Stooped down to drink,
30:41

thus, making the Strong to produce the Striped and the Spotted, etc. leaving the feeble for Laban. 

C. Jacob’s Wealth.


Gen. 30:43

In this way the man grew exceedingly prosperous and came to own large flocks, 

and maidservants and menservants, and camels and donkeys.

1. Jacob built up his Posterity.


Gen. 30:1-24

2. Jacob built up his Prosperity.


Gen. 30:25-43

3. The Issues of Prosperity that challenge our Faith?

a. Were Jacob’s Acts in Attaining his wealth justified?


Jacob Acted the way he did by using his years of experience and Skill.


He made use of nothing but the superior knowledge of the habits of animals 


which he had acquired through his long experience in keeping sheep
b. Could God be Approving what he did in Acquiring his wealth?
Cf. 31:12


Jacob had the Approval of God; he did it under God’s Sight Who Sympathised 


with his years of Slavish Labour under Laban.
