Basketsful

And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained twelve baskets full. Mt. 14:20

The Sungei Nibong-Sungei Ara Gospel Hall combined magazine, Basketsful, has been dormant for almost two years. Now there is an attempt to revive it with a new vision, mission and direction. Being the originator of the name of the magazine, I have given the honour to relate how the title originated and its objectives for this revived attempt.

It 1982 I was then the “seconded” elder from Burmah Road Gospel Hall to SNGH. At the Oversight Meeting, it was proposed to publish an assembly magazine. On discussing a name for this, I casually suggested Basketsful. To my surprise, it was accepted spontaneously and unanimously.  I explained what I aspired the magazine should accomplish based on the Lord’s miracle of the feeding of the five thousand – the only miracle recorded by all four evangelists. 

And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained twelve baskets full. Mt. 14:20

The twelve basketsful were of fragments that remained after the miracle. This in itself was a miracle! What brought about this two-fold miracle?

1.
The People were Fed. 
And they did all eat
2.
The People were Full.
and were filled
3.
There was an overFlowing of Fragments 

to the tune of Twelve Baskets Full. 
they took up of the fragment…twelve baskets full
The Twelve Basketsful of Fragments came about only because …

A.
The People were Fed.
And they did all eat
Believers in Sungei Nibong and Sungei Ara must first be fed if they are expected to contribute usefully to Basketsful, and the magazine does not comatose the second time. 

In the confused world that we live today, where false claims of Lo, here is Christ, or there; … and false prophets, … shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect (Mt. 24:23, 24), it is more urgent than ever, that the people know the true Christ through the right interpretation and understanding of the Word.  The leaders of the assembly have to feed the flock (I Pet. 5:2), teach and preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. ((II Tim. 4:2). One useful channel in achieving this in written form is through Basketsful.

Leaders need to edify, exhort and encourage (I Cor. 14:3) those under their charge to contribute to the body life of the assembly with the Spirit’s appointed gifts for the common good of all (I Cor. 12:7) Through such teaching, the believers can learn that with their five loaves and two fishes (the fives and twos of their body parts) when surrendered to the Lord can be instrumental in the blessing of a multitude. Such an act will greatly enrich them and overflow to others (the Fragments).  


In this particular context, what they can contribute towards Basketsful may seemingly be of wee significance, but when distributed to and digested by others, the overflowing and super abounding effects may be greater than what they can ever think of or imagine. The boy contributed only five loaves and two fishes, but they were used by the Lord to feed over five thousand men besides women and children.

B.
The People were Full.
and were filled

They were full because what they took of seemed never to be exhausted. It was exactly what they needed.

*
 The Israelites gathered the manna, some more, some less but at the end of it all, it came miraculously to an omer, and he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack. (Exo. 6:18). Every one was full. One may be a young believer, the other may be more matured but each with his/her varying capacity can still be full when feeding on the Heavenly Manna. (Jn. 6:57, 58)

*
The widow of Zarephath, though out of supplies, first made a little cake for Elijah, then for herself and her son. That was the beginning of an endless supply of meal and oil so that the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD, which He spake by Elijah. Because of the initial unselfish act of first providing for the Lord’s servant and His things, both she and her son were full and lacked not. (I Kgs. 17:9-16)

In both instances, the people were full. They needed to trust God, obey His command and give Him priority then all the things they needed would be made available to them (Matt. 6:33). However, it was only in the feeding of the five thousand, was it recorded that there were fragments left over.

There are two possible scenarios today:

Some of us can be fed full without fragments to overflow to others. Reminds me of the Dead Sea!

Another group can be similarly fed full, but there are basketsful of fragments still to share with others. Reminds me of River Jordan overflowing its banks, and nourishing a vibrant vegetation to feed multitudes of valley inhabitants. It is my hope and prayer that many in Sungei Nibong and Sungei Ara being full will now seek to feed others also. They can, like the Psalmist, be able to say, My heart is indicting a good matter: I speak of the things which I have made touching the king: my tongue is the pen of a ready writer. (Psa. 45:1) Basketsful needs ready writers if it is to revive meaningfully.

C.
There was an overFlowing of Fragments.

Now that SNGH-SAGH is making an effort to revive Basketsful may all those who have been fed in some way or other in different capacities of fulness, come forward to contribute their fragments to a Basketful of articles, poems, testimonies, illustrations, reports, studies, stories, sketches, etc. so that all others in the two assemblies can really be fed further from the Basketsful of Fragments from all who have been Fed and are Full.


Congratulations to those who have taken up the challenge to revive Basketsful. 

As for the others, please do not leave this effort solely to them.

Contribute your Fragments to a Fuller and Richer life of the two assembles.

Commit yourself to Come out with a Basketsful you can be proud of for the Glory of God.

For Sungei Nibong-Sungei Ara Magazine, Basketsful
Oct. 2002

