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Butterworth Gospel Hall

The Unknown Women of Renown 

In Christ’s Life – Pt. 1

Intro. 1:  
Text: As Unknown and yet Well-known.


II Cor. 6:9


The Context of the Text.

1) An Appeal for Appreciation: as workers together.

II Cor. 6:1-10

As Toilers Together. [From sunergos = to be a fellow-worker, i.e. co-operate.]
Strong

2) Appreciate and Accept the Grace of God.

6:2

3) Do not Discredit the Lord’s ministry.

6:3, 4

4) By all Means Live up to a Good Ministry.

6:5-8

Intro. 2: 
Paul’s Personal NINE Contrasts (Paradoxes):
II Cor. 6:9 cf. II Tim. 2:19

As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; 

as chastened, and not killed; as sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; 

as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.

1) An Appeal for Appreciation: as workers together. II Cor. 6:1-10

2) Appreciate and Accept the Grace of God.
6:2

3) Do not Discredit the Lord’s ministry – NINE Conflicts
6:3, 4-5

4) By all Means Live up to a Good Ministry – the NINE-fold Character.
6:6-7
5) Paul’s Personal NINE Contrasts:
II Cor. 6:9 
Part I
- The Unknown Women Who Served Jesus Well.

Mk. 15:40-41

Part II
- The Unnamed Woman Who Served Jesus at the Well.

Jn. 4:1-32



- The Unseemly Woman Who Served Jesus’ by Wiping His feet.
Lk. 7:36-50



- The Unseen Widow Who Sacrificed her Wee Wealth Witnessed by Jesus. Mk. 12:41-44

· The Unnoticed Women that Jesus Healed
· Peter's mother-in-law, fever Driven out.   Mt. 8:14-15; Mk. 1:30-31; Lk. 4:38, 39

· The woman with menstrual Disorder who touched Jesus' garment.
Mk. 5:25-34 

· The twelve-year-old Daughter of Jairus. 
Mark 5:35-43

· The Widow of Nain’s son, her Dead son raised.
Luke 7:11-17
· The woman bent Double straightened up.
Luke 13:10-17
· The Women exorcised of Demons.
Lk. 8:2, 3
Thus, 



Part 1:
The Unknown Women Who Served Jesus Well
Mk. 15:40-41; Lk. 23:49, 55
There were also women looking on afar off: among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and Salome; (Who also, when He was in Galilee, followed Him, and ministered unto Him;) and many other women which came up with Him unto Jerusalem.

A. The Unknown Women – Unknown and not Named 





   Nevertheless Recognised for their Ministry to the Lord.

They were Devoted Dames Dedicated to their Lord’s Service – 
The Unknown and Unnamed Women in Scripture Mentioned in their Ministry for the Lord.

1. They were with the Lord from the Commencement of His public ministry.
Mk. 15:41

There were also women…who also, when He was in Galilee, followed Him… 

a. Jesus of Nazareth Began His Ministry with His Baptism by John Baptist in River Jordan. 1:9

b. Jesus’ Galilean ministry: preaching the Glad tidings of the kingdom of God…
Lk. 8:1-3

It came to pass afterward, that He went throughout every city and village, preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve were with him, and certain women…and many others, which ministered unto Him

2. They were with other Faithful Followers who kept Company with Jesus 
as He Continued on His way from Galilee to Jerusalem – 

Many other women which came up with Him unto Jerusalem


Mk. 15:41c

a. The Women Witnesses of His Miracles:

i. They that had eaten were about five thousand men, beside women and children. Mt. 14:21
ii. They that did eat were four thousand men, beside women and children.

   Mt. 15:38
b. The Women Who followed Him, and Ministered unto Him. 


Mk. 15:41a

They Ministered to Jesus in the Mundane duties, while He performed His Miracles!

i. They could have helped Him in the Common Chores as providing meals, taking care of His clothes, washing His feet (cf. Lk. 7:38, 44 ct. Jn. 13:4, 5), etc. 

ii. They who had been Exorcised of Evil Spirits, e.g. Mary Magdalene. 
Cf. Lk. 8:2, 3, KJV

and certain women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities –
Mary called Magdalene, out of whom had come seven demons, and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna… 

iii. They who Served with their private Substance.
Cf. Lk. 8:3b

and many others, which ministered unto him of their substance.

c. Their Companions of known Mothers who also Ministered to Jesus.

Lk. 8:3 

i. Joanna the wife of Chuzas Herod (Agrippa)'s steward.
Cf. Lk. 24:10
[Joanna was a woman whose husband had high position]

ii. Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses,
Mt. 27:56b
iii. [Salome], the mother of Zebedee's children [James and John, Mt. 4:21]  27:56c; Mk. 15:40
3. The Women at the Conclusion of Christ’s Ministry or at the Cross of Christ.
a. The Women Who Followed Him to the Cross Wept and Wailed for Him. 
Lk. 23:27 
And there followed Him a great company of people, and of women, 
which also bewailed [mourned] and lamented Him.
 "Bewail" means "to strike or Beat one's body, particularly the Breast, with the hands in lamentation" (Zodhiates). "Lamented" speaks of wailing, crying, weeping loudly. 

These women were very Broken up when they saw the Battered Body of Christ 

being taken to Calvary


b. The Women who Watched from Far Jesus on the Cross:

i. They Watched what was happening to their Lord from afar off.
Cf. Lk. 23:49

And the women that followed Him from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these things.

· They were Discrete to watch the scene from a Distance.

· They were Loyal to their Lord.

· They were not Petrified like Peter to follow Jesus afar off.
14:54

· Or like the Publican conscious of his Poor spiritual condition.

Lk. 18:13

And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, 

but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

ii. There were also the Named Women at the Cross, inc. and many other women. Mk. 15:41b
· Mary the mother of James and Joses… (beheld where He was laid.) 
Mk. 15:40, 47
· Mary, the Mother of Jesus – Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother Jn. 19:25
She was addressed “Woman” twice by her Son. 
Jn. 2:4

· Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come.

· When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple standing by, whom He loved, 

He saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son!


Jn. 19:26
· Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven devils. 
Mk. 16:9
· [His mother’s sister], Mary, the wife of Cleophas…
Jn. 19:25

Mary, the wife of Clopas. She witnessed Jesus’ crucifixion (John 19:25) and may be the same character as Mary, the mother of James, Joses, and Salome in the Synoptic Gospels accounts - Holman Bible Dictionary].

· Salome - She was present at the crucifixion
Mk. 15:40; Mt. 27:56

[She was among those who came to the tomb of Jesus on the resurrection morning (Mark 16:1-2).  Comparison with Matthew 27:56 clearly identifies her with the wife of Zebedee.  It is she, therefore, whose ambitious request for her sons James and John is recorded in Matthew 20:20-24; Mark 10:35-40.  From John 19:25 many infer that she was a sister of Mary, the mother of Jesus (thus Meyer, Luthardt, Alford); others (as Godet) dispute the inference.]
iii. They were Faithful to the very last.  (Ct. the disciples who Forsook Him, 
Mt. 26:56b)
Matthew 26:33 (HCSB) 

Peter told Him, “Even if everyone runs away because of You, I will never run away!” 

Matthew 26:35 (HCSB) 
“Even if I have to die with You,” Peter told Him, I will never deny You!” 


And all the disciples said the same thing. 
· They Saw His burial in the Sepulchre.
Lk. 23:55

And the women…beheld the sepulchre, and how His body was laid.

· They Returned, and prepared Spices and ointments; 

   and Rested the Sabbath day according to the commandment.  
Lk. 23:56-24:1

B. The Renown Women – Unknown and not named but Recognised after Jesus’ Resurrection.

1. The Women were the Last Witnesses at the Tomb.

And the women…beheld the sepulchre, and how His body was laid.

Lk. 23:55

[His disciples had Run away earlier.

Mt. 26:56b]

a. They Returned, and prepared Spices and ointments; 

b.   and Rested the Sabbath day according to the commandment.  
Lk. 23:56-24:1

2. The Women were the First Witnesses of the Empty Tomb. 
Luke 24:2-10

a. The Preparation to anoint the Body of Jesus.
Lk. 24:1

Now upon the first day of the week…they came…bringing the spices which they had prepared.

b. The Privileges given to the Women:
Lk. 24:2-10

i. They were the first to Discover the empty tomb.
Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them.

And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre.
Lk. 24:1, 2 Mk. 16:1-4
ii. They were the First to receive the news of Jesus’ Resurrection,
Mk. 16:5, 6

And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, 

clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. 

And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: He is risen; He is not here: behold the place where they laid Him. 
iii. They were the First to Declare their Lord’s resurrection to the other apostles.

Go…tell His disciples and Peter that He goeth before you into Galilee:

 there shall ye see Him. 
Mk. 16:7

It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women 

that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles.
Lk. 24:10

iv. The First Witness of the Women was Dependent –
Lk. 24:22, 24 Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the sepulchre…And certain of them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the women had said: but Him they saw not.

v. It was to a Woman that the Lord First Revealed Himself after His Resurrection.  Mk. 16:9


When Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene.
Conclusion: 
These Women were Unknown to all of us, 


  
 but Known and Renown to our Lord!!!

Oh, dearly Beloved Sister in Christ
Whoever you are…

Wherever you are…

Whatever you do…

You are an indispensable part of the body of Christ.





God Bless You!

