8th Oct. 2017   
   Butterworth Gospel Hall
 

The “Seven’s” in John’s Revelation
The “Sevens” in John’s Gospel – 20:31; 21:25
02 July, 2017 - Pt. 1: Jesus’ Seven Signs.
09 July, 2017 - Pt. 2: Jesus’ Seven “I Am”  Statements
The “Sevens” in John’s Revelation – 1:19

1st Oct. 2017 – Pt. 3a: The Seven Churches/Letters
8th Oct. 2017 – Pt. 3b:  
- Cont’d -
1st, 8th July, 2018 – Pt. 4: The Seven Seal Judgments?
(A)  Recapitulation 1:  The Sevens in John’s Revelation:
1.  The Seven’s in Single Occurrences (in KJV) – 55 times.
    

2.
The Seven’s in Series Outlining Revelation

a.  The seven churches 
- 1:4, 11, 20

Chs. 1, 2-3

b. The seven seal judgments 
-  5:1, 5:5


Chs. 4-6; 8:1
c. The seven trumpet judgments  
-  8:2, 6


Chs. 8, 9; 11:15-19
d. The seven bowl/vial judgments 
- 15:7, 17:1, 21:9 

Chs. 15-16

e. The seven parentheses 
               


Chs. 7, 10-14, 17-19
f. The Six “thousand” occ.
 -  20:2-7, ct. 11:2, 3
Ch. 20
3. The Seven new Outstanding Subjects



Chs. 21, 22
Revision:

1.  The Past - "The things which thou hast seen." 
2.   The Present - "The things which are"
Chs. 2, 3 
3.   The Prospect – "The things which shall be hereafter.” 
Chs. 4-22
 
 The future after the Rapture of the Church – 
Chs. 4-5 cf. 4:1
a. Their Commencement
- "Hereafter", lit. = "after these things", as in 1:19;  4:1, 2
b.  Their Concentration 
- The Great Tribulation.  

Chs. 6-18 (cf. 7:14)
c.  Their Consummation – “after these things” 19:1

Chs.19-22 (cf. 19:1)
(B) Recapitulation 2: - Revelation in Perspective.
A.  A Simple Plan in the Book.
Rev. 1:19
B.  The Sure Prophecy in the Book re: the Great Tribulation. 
    
  
 The future after the Rapture of the Church - 
4:1- 22:5 cf. 4:1
1.
This Part of the Prophecy has not yet been Fulfilled.
a. It is Unique. It's the Great Tribulation.


Rev. 7:14
b. It is Unprecedented. It's the Trouble of Jacob. 

Jer. 30:7
c. It is Unparalleled – None like it; Never was; Nor ever shall be

It's a Terrible Time. 
    Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21, 22, 29

It's the Time of Daniel's 70th week.     Dan. 9:27 cf. 9:24-26

70th Week ( 1 week = 7 years; 
½ Week = 3½ years ( 42 mths. of 30 days ( 1260 days ( times, time and half a time 

2.  It's Parallel with the Great Tribulation Features:
   a.
The Resemblance of the Six Seals to Matt. ch. 24 (v. 21)
   b.
The Reign of the Beast. The Prince.   Dan. 9:26, 27


Little  Horn. (7:8); Wilful King (11:36)
        c. The Re-establishment of Temple Worship. 
Rev. 11:1, 2; 13:11-18 
i. The Abomination of Desolation.
Mt. 24:15
ii. The Sacrifice/ Oblation/ Abomination…
Dan. 9:27
iii. The Man of Sin/The Son of Perdition
II Thes. 2:3, 4
3. The "Seven" Plagues (Judgments) in the Forthcoming Trials: - 
Chs. 6-19:6

[OR The SEVEN’S in the Great Tribulation Chs. 6-19:10]
a. The Seven Seals

- Chs.  6:1-17;  8:1



b. The Seven Trumpets

- Chs. 8:6 - 9:21; 11:15 - 19

c. The Seven Bowls/Vials
-  Chs. 15, 16
4. The “Seven” Parentheses - Figures in the Tribulation.

-  Chs. 7, 10-14, 17-19
Revelation in Perspective.

I.   THE PROLOGUE OF THE BOOK.
II. THE PANORAMA OF THE BOOK.
III. THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES

Rev. Chs. 2 & 3
Intro.  The Seven Churches represent Church History from Pentecost to the Parousia  
Also Consider the Consecutive, Concurrent and Contemporary Characteristics of a  Dead Church, an Active Church, a Church Alive or a Combination of such.
A.  The Church and the Churches.
1. A Picture of the Actual Condition of the Seven Churches in Apostolic Times?
2. A Prediction of the Moral Condition of a Local Church at Any one Time?
3. A Prophecy of the Spiritual History of the Church throughout All Time, 
    i.e. from Pentecost to its Parousia. 
B.  The 7 Common Facts in the Seven Letters.
Each letter addresses…
1. The Church and } "Unto the angel of the church …
2. The City - 
} "Unto the angel of the church at..."
3. The Character of Christ  - "These things saith He that..."
4. The Condition of the Congregation 
- "I know thy works..."
5. The Complaint and/or Commendation. - "But I have..."
6. The Command and Counsel - "He that hath an ear..."
7. The Challenge and Conclusion - "To him that overcometh...“
C. The Comparative and Contrastive Features of the Seven Letters.
1. Censure only for Sardis and Laodicea; 


Commendation only for Smyrna and Philadelphia.
2.
Contents -- Shortest to Smyrna; Longest to Thyatira.
3. 
Classification of the seven letters into three and four: 
4.  
The Change in the Order of the appeal by the Holy Spirit followed by the promise to the Overcomer in the first three and the change of the reversed order in the last four – 

He that overcometh and he that hath an ear 
a.  Church as a whole appealed to in the first three, with a Remnant 
 or no Remnant in the last four! 
[2:24; 3:4; 3:8; 3:20]
b.  The Consecutive History of the Church –


- first three are Consecutive, the last four both Consecutive and Concurrent

  with each reaching to the time of the Rapture.
 c. 
The Celestial Laud of the Lamb on the Throne: 4:11; 5:13; 5:12
5.  Other Sevens and their Divisions of Three and Four:
a. 
The Seven Parables in Matthew 13 
The fourth parable and the fourth letter feature a woman.
b.   
The Seven Feasts of the Lord in Lev. 23.
The first four feasts were celebrated in six months; the last three in one month.
There is an interval between the first four and the last three. 
The Interval is the Church Age.
6.  
The Challenge and Conclusion - "To him that overcometh..."
a. 
The Church in Ephesus – the 1st Century Church. 
Rev. 2:1-7


An Active Church, but not “Alive”. 
Rev. 2:2, 3 ct. I Thes. 1:3

b.
The Church in Smyrna – the Persecuted Church. 
Rev. 2:8-11


An Active and Alive Church.  
Rev. 2:9

c. 
The Church in Pergamum – The Compromising Church of Constantine.
Rev. 2:12-17


An Active Compromising Church, Alive to the World but Dead to Christ. Rev. 2:12

d. 
The Church in Thyatira – The Idolatrous Church of the Dark Ages.   Rev. 2:18-29


A Very Active Church with a semblance of being Alive.

Rev. 2:19 cp. 2:2
e. 
The Church in Sardis – The Church of the Reformation Period.
Rev. 3:1-6
A Dead Church with a Name but not a Church Alive.

Rev. 3:1
f. 
The Church in Philadelphia – The Missionary Period.
 
Rev. 3: 7-13

   The Active and Alive Mission-Minded Church.


Rev. 3:7, 8
g. 
The Church in Laodicea - Today’s Materialistic Church. 
Rev. 3:14-21
 
An Active Worldly Church, Dead and not a Church Alive. 
Rev 3:20, 21 

Conclusion and Challenge to the Church and Christian:
II Pet. 3:10-15a, NKJV
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 
11  Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12  looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 
