Burmah Road Gospel Hall
THEME: THE CHRISTIAN HOPE
Thematic Studies in Burmah Road Gospel Hall 
Jan – July 2026
Sunday Morning Lord’s Supper Studies in I, II Peter – Hope in a Hopeless World
1st Sunday Evening Gospel Meeting Series – 	Living Hopefully or Hopelessly
Wednesday Prayer Meeting Subjects – 	Hope-Filled in a Hostile World

Recapitulation (26th April, 2026):   
I.  The Christian Hope In I Peter.
A. HOPE SUSTAINS IN SUFFERING IN A LIVING HOPE IN OUR SAVIOUR. [4 occ. of Hope in I Pet.] 
1. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 	
Who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a Living hope 
through the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
2.   Therefore gird up the Loins of your mind, 	1:13, NKJV
	be sober...Rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you 
	at the Revelation of Jesus Christ - the LOOMING HOPE

B. HOPE STIRS US TOWARD SANCTIFICATION 
where God’s Holiness is the Standard for Living, 	1:21, NKJV
1. 	Who through Him believe in God, 
Who Raised Him from the dead and Gave Him Glory, so that your faith and hope are in God… 
- A LASTING HOPE! as He…	1:21,NKJV
Who called you is Holy, you also be Holy in all your conduct.	1:16, NKJ
Sanctify the Lord God in your Hearts, 				and always be Ready to give a defense to every one.
2. Who asks you a Reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear -  
· A LOGICAL HOPE	3:15, NKJV  	
Thus, A Living Hope; A Looming Hope; A Lasting Hope, A Logical Hope.	

Intro.:  "HOPE" – Looking through the Lens of Peter’s Letters:
	The Focus… 		
 26th April, 2026 – in I Peter: The Objective nature of our Hope. 
	The Christian Hope: What it is.
 23rd Aug. 2026   – in II Peter: The Subjective Application of our Hope 
	The Christian’s Hope: How we Live in the Light of it.

A.	THE PROGRESS OF OUR HOPE.	II PET. 1:3–11
1.   Hope is Rooted in God’s Great Precious Promises.	II Pet. 1:4
      Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and Precious Promises:
a. Through them believers Anticipate Partaking of the divine nature. 
  	That by these ye might be Partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 	
	the corruption that is in the world through lust.
b. Our Assurance Anchored in God’s Person & Promises - Cf. Heb. 6:18      	
That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, 
we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold 
upon the hope set before us:
	Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into 	that within the veil;

2.  Our Hope Requires Responsible Growth.		II Pet. 1:5–7
a. Faith must be Supplemented – Beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith…
virtue, knowledge, Self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly affection, and love.
b.	Hope is not Passive; it Pursues Progress - add to your faith…
c.	Hope Results in a Rich Entrance.		II Pet. 1:10–11
	For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly 
	into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.




B.  THE PROGRESS OF OUR HOPE.	 II Pet. 1:3–11
1.  Our Hope is Rooted in the Precious Personal Promises of God.	II Pet. 1:4
2.	Our Hope Requires Responsible Growth.	II Pet. 1:5–7
3. Diligence Confirms Calling and Election Ensures Hope.  	1:10
	Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling 	
	and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall
4. Hope Culminates in a triumphant Entrance into Christ’s Eternal kingdom.	II Pet 1:11
	For so an Entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly 
	into the Everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

C.	THE PROTECTION OF OUR HOPE.	II Pet. 2:1–22
1. Hope Discerns Deception	II Pet. 2:1–3
a.	False Teachers Threaten stability. 
i. There were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be 	
	false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in Damnable heresies, 	
	even Denying the Lord that bought them,
ii. and bring upon themselves swift Destruction. And many shall follow their 	
	 pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 
iii. And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make 	
	   merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, 
	   and their Damnation slumbereth not.

b.	True hope stands on revealed Truth.
i.	The Calling of Our Faith 			1:3
	The basis of our hope begins with God's divine Power, 
	which grants everything necessary for life and godliness.
ii. The Character of Our Hope 			1:4 
	It is Anchored in "exceeding great and Precious Promises"      			
	that Allow us to Partake of the divine nature.			
iii. The Contrast with the World 			1:4
	Unlike earthly, fading hopes, this divine hope offers an escape from 				
	the systemic corruption in the world.

2. Hope Depends on Divine Deliverance.	II Pet. 2:9
“The Lord knows how to rescue the godly…”
God Distinguishes and Delivers His own. Hope Rests on His Righteous judgment.
For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.
3.  Hope Detests Defilement.	II Pet. 2:20–22
	But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, 
	The dog is turned to his own vomit again (Pro. 26:11); 
	and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.
a. Returning to Corruption Contradicts genuine hope.
b. True hope Perseveres in Purity.

D.  THE PROSPECT OF OUR HOPE 	II Pet.  3:3–13
1. Hope Anticipates His Appearing 	II Peter 3:4, 10
 a.  Scoffers doubt, but the Day of the Lord will come.
	And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things 	continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.
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 b.  Christ’s Sudden return is certain.
	But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; 	(Cf. I Thes. 5:2) 	In the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 	fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 
2.  Hope Accounts for Apparent Delay 		II Pet. 3:8–9
a. God’s Timing and Dates Differ from human timing –
But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
b.	Delay Displays Divine patience and saving purpose.
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

D.  THE PROSPECT OF OUR HOPE 	II Peter 3:3–13
1.  Hope Anticipates His Appearing 	II Peter 3:4, 10
	2.  Hope Accounts for Apparent Delay 	II Pet. 3:8–9
3.	Hope Anticipates a New Creation.	II Pet. 3:13
	“New heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells”
a.	The Climax of hope is Cosmic Renewal.
b.  Righteousness will permanently Reside there.
4.	Hope Advances Holy Conduct.	II Peter 3:11–14
Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness… Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?
a.	Future certainty motivates present purity.			3:13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens 	
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

b. 	Believers Live “diligent-” and “at peace-” Lives while waiting – 			3:14
	Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye Look for such things, be 			
diligent that ye may be found of Him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

Summary Statement
	In I and II Peter, CHRISTIAN HOPE is:
1) Living — Stablished in Christ’s death, burial and resurrection;
2) Lasting — Secured by God’s power;
3) Lifting — Sustaining believers through Suffering;
4) Leading — to Sanctified holiness and growth;
5) Looming — fixed on Christ’s Second Coming and the new creation.
Peter Presents HOPE not as an Opaque Optimism, but as a Resurrection-Rooted, Promise-anchored, holiness-Producing, Suffering-Sustaining, and glory-anticipating certainty.

In Summary:
Christian hope is the believers’ unshakable confidence that:
Christ has Saved them 
Christ is Sustaining them 
Christ is coming again the Second Time. 
It is Anchored in the Past (the cross), 			
Active in the Present (grace), and 			
Aimed at a Future Prospect (the glory that is Promised).

THE CHRISTIAN HOPE
Standing on the promises that cannot fail,			
When the howling storms of doubt and fear assail,		
By the living Word of God I shall prevail,	
Standing on the promises of God.			
Standing, standing, Standing on the promises of God my Saviour;				
Standing, standing, I’m standing on the promises of God.

For those interested in…
Viewing the Powerpoint Presentation again;
Listening to the Study again
And/Or Want a full Outline of the Study,
 Please visit: www.berita-bethel-ung.com  after Tuesday.
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