Burmah Road Gospel Hall

Theme: 
The Christian Hope


Thematic Studies in Burmah road gospel hall for 2026

Sunday Morning Lord’s Supper Studies in I & II Peter – Hope in a Hopeless World

1st Sunday Evening Gospel Meeting Series – Living Hopefully or Hopelessly

Wednesday Prayer Meeting Subjects – Hope-Filled in a Hostile World

Today’s Study:  26th April, 2026 
Part 1:  The Christian Hope.


Second Study:     23rd August, 2026 
Part 2:  The Christian’s Hope.
    … according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope - 
I Pet. 1:3, NKJV
Looking for the blessed hope and Glorious appearing of our Great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 

Tit.  2:1
Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both Sure and Stedfast, 
Which entereth into that within the veil;
 Heb. 6:19
Introduction:  "HOPE" – Looking through the Lens of Peter’s Letters:



The Focus in I Peter: the objective nature of our hope – What it is – 


The Focus in II Peter, it Shifts to its Subjective application – 
How we Live in the Light of it
THE CHRISTIAN HOPE
1) In I Peter, Hope Sustains in Suffering; 
It Focuses on the Foundation and Future Fulfilment of our hope amidst a world of suffering.


Hope is that Internal Pressure. It doesn't necessarily remove the External Weight of the 


 World, but it Equalizes it so that one is not Crushed by the Circumstances.
· Cf. The Deep-Sea Diver. Imagine a Diver at the bottom of a Dark, pressurized ocean. 

The Weight of the Water is immense (the suffering). 
· What keeps the Diver from collapsing?  It’s the Internal Pressure Provided by their oxygen suit.

· The Greek Deep Diligent Dive in Peter: Spoudazō (σπουδάζω), I Pet. 1:10; II Pet. 1:5; 1:10; 3:14

Wherefore the rather, brethren, give Diligence to make your calling and election sure: 
for if ye Do these things, ye shall never fall:

· The Depth of Meaning in “Diligence” = "to make every effort," "to be zealous," or "to hasten." 

It carries a sense of urgent intensity if you truly hope for a "new heavens and a new earth where righteousness Dwells" (II Pet. 3:13), that hope should make you "Diligent (spoudazō) to be found by Him without spot or blemish." Hope isn't a lounge chair; it’s a treadmill.

2)
In I Peter, Hope Stirs us toward Sanctification where God is the Standard.

But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,


Because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”
I Pet. 1:15, 16, NKJV
· If I Peter is about survival, II Peter is about revival – 

specifically, ethical and spiritual maturity in Light of the coming Day of the Lord.
II Pet. 3:9-12
3) In II Peter, Hope Shifts to its Subjective application – How we Live in the Light of it

   It Focuses on the Faithfulness and Fortitude required of the believer while waiting 


for the end of the Age, going on, as the Athlete, to the Finishing Line.
Heb. 12:1, 2


Wherefore seeing we also are Compassed about With so great a Cloud of Witnesses, 


Let us Lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 


    
Let us Run with patience the Race that is set before us,  Looking unto Jesus the Author and   
Finisher of our Faith; Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 

Despising the shame, and is set Down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

A) The Definition of the Christian Hope.

1. Hope is Important – In Peter’s days, and ultimately, in our days…

a. It Encourages Christians to Experience and Endure Pending Persecution.
b. It Exhorts the Jewish believers to Extract Precepts from the Past to Prepare for the Present. 

c. It Extends the Perspective of all to Press toward the… Prize of the high Calling of God in Christ 
2. Christian hope is Infinite – the Confident expectation and joyful assurance that God will fulfil all His promises through Jesus Christ, especially regarding salvation, eternal life, and future glory.
a. Compare God’s own Personal Character and Promise: 
Heb. 6:17-20
i. Man’s Condition for Confirmation: 
6:16
Men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife.
ii. God’s Condescension to Comply – His Character and Confirmation by Oath His Counsel:

Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his Counsel, Confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong Consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:
6:17, 18
b. 
Consolidated Permanently within the Veil where our High Priest is.

6:19, 20

Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.
· All the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God. II Cor. 1:20
· It is not “I hope so,” but “I know so — because God said so!”
B) The Description of Christian Hope – Its Key Elements:
1. It is Person-centred → Rooted in the Risen Jesus Christ.

I Pet. 1:3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

Cf. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.
I Cor. 15:19

If any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.
Mt. 24:23; Mk. 13:21
2. It is Promise-based → grounded in God’s Written Word – 
1 Cor 15:4
Cf. Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures…was buried, 
and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures.
It was Foretold, Featured in the Feasts and Fulfilled


3. It is Future-oriented → Focused on eternal glory:
Col. 1:27
Cf. To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:
4. It is Faith-connected → Fixed together with Faith and Love.
1 Cor. 13:13
Cf. And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

C) The Declaration OF CHRISTIAN HOPE – [Hope occurs in 1 Peter 1:3, 13, 21; 3:15]
1 Pet 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
1 Pet 1:13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to 
be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
1 Pet 1:21 Who by Him do believe in God, that raised Him up from the dead, and gave Him glory; 

that your faith and hope might be in God.
1 Pet 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:
