Burmah Road Gospel Hall
Apr. 27, 2025 – (Post-Resurrection) Sunday
I.  MARY, WHY ARE YOU WEEPING? 		Woman, why weepest thou?		      So asked the Angels and Jesus	Jn. 20:13, 15 (1-18)
II. THOMAS, WHY ART THOU MISSING? 	But Thomas…was not with them  						Jn.  20:24 (19-30)

A. MARY’S BROKEN-HEARTED TEARS WHEN SHE SAW THE SEALING STONE 
AND THE LORD TAKEN AWAY. 	Jn. 20:1, 2, 11
· Who was Mary Magalene?
· Mary called Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven demons – 	Mk. 16:1-4, 9 
· Mary Magdalene or Mary of Magdala? 		
1.	Mary’s Faith in Following Jesus.  	Mk. 16:9; Lk. 8:1, 2
	She knew what it was to be Possessed of Demons.
	She knew what it was to experience the Power of the Deliverer.
2.	Mary’s Faithfulness in Following Jesus.
	a.	She followed Jesus and Cared for His needs in life. 
  	 i. She Ministered to Jesus of her Substance at the Commencement of His Ministry. Lk. 8:1-3
	ii. She Ministered to Jesus at the Conclusion of His Ministry. Mt. 27:55, 56; Mk. 15:40,41 

b. 	She was present with Jesus during His sufferings on the Cross.    Mt. 27:45-55, 56; Jn. 19:25
i.	She looked from afar off but later went near.				Mt. 27:55f
ii. Ct. Peter followed afar off then denied Jesus. 			Mt. 26:58
  	Peter Wept because he Betrayed his Master.				Mt. 26:75
 	Mary Wept because she missed her Beloved Master.	  		Jn. 20:11
c.  She stayed Behind to watch Joseph Bury Jesus’ Body in his Cemetery 
	Before she went Back.	Lk. 23:55

3.	Mary’s Follow-up in Following Jesus.					Jn. 20:1
a.	She returned to the tomb to Finish what was left unfinished due to Sabbath.
b.	She Set out while it was Still dark and arrived at the Sepulchre at Sunrise. 											Mk. 16:1, 2; Lk. 23:55, 56
c.	She wanted to embalm the body of the Lord with Spices.	Mk. 16:1
d.	She had to Stop to observe the Sabbath the day before.	Lk. 23:56
e.	Thus, she Set out at Sunrise early Sunday at dawn.		Lk. 24:1

B. MARY’S BITTER TEARS WHEN SHE SAW HER SAVIOUR TAKEN AWAY - THEY HAVE TAKEN AWAY THE LORD.	JN. 20:1, 2 CF. 11
1.	Mary’s Presumption: the Body of Jesus had been stolen. Jn. 20:1, 2
  	a.	Mary saw the Removed Stone but came to the Wrong Conclusion. 
	i	Mary’s wRong Suppositions:				Jn. 20:15
· She Supposed the Body of Christ Stolen when she found an empty tomb. Jn. 20:1, 15
· She Supposed her Brethren not to Believe what she said. 	Jn. 20:3
· She Supposed her Beloved no more near.				Jn. 20:11-13
· She Supposed and Blundered that Jesus was the gardener. 	Jn.20:14f
· She had the mistaken Belief that she could cling on to Jesus for life. Jn. 20:16, 17

ii	Mary’s Response was Natural and Logical. 
· She had forgotten the Facts:
· Scripture had Foretold His Resurrection. 	Jn. 20:9 cf. Psa.16:10
· The Saviour had Forecast it.	Mt. 16:21; 17:23; 20:19
· The Sepulchre was Fortified because of it, though for another reason. Mt. 27:62-66
· Mary Ran to tell Peter and John. They Ran back to the Tomb.	
	Jn. 20:2-10 ct. Lk. 24:11, 23 
And they SAW Three things:
THE THREE SIGHTINGS:     Jn. 20:5-8
i.	John saw (Gk. blepo = glanced) the linen clothes, but did not go in.	20:5 
ii.	Peter went in and saw (Gk. theoreo = carefully noticed), 
	theorized but did not understand.	20:6f  
iii.	John later went in, saw (Gk. eido = know and understand), perceived and believed. 			
	Summary: 	
	Peter saw more of the inside – he had more sight,
	whereas John saw more of whatever betide –	he had more insight.
		No wonder he perceived and believed, while Peter could just perceive and wonder.

1. Mary’s Presumption: the Body of Jesus had been stolen.			Jn. 20:2
2.  Mary’s Frustration.
a.	Mary saw Peter and John Return home, but she Waited outside and Wept.	20:10, 11
b.  Then Mary was Rewarded with the sight of …
i.	  the Resplendent Angels, but her Remorse made her Ignore the Facts.	Jn. 20:12f  
ii. the Resurrected Saviour but her Recognition was Impaired.		Jn. 20:14f

CF. MARY’S THREE SIGHTINGS
i.	She seeth (blepo, as v. 5) the stone taken away from the sepulcher.		20:1 
	She glanced casually and arrived at the wrong conclusion. 
ii.	She seeth (theoreo, as v. 6) two angels in white. 	20:12 
	She was seeped in her natural theories and could not see the supernatural. 
iii.	She turned around and saw (theoreo, as v. 6) Jesus but knew Him not.	20:14 
	She could not see the spiritual for her logical theories.

A. Mary’s Broken-Hearted Tears When She Saw the Sealing Stone taken away  
	Jn. 20:1, 2, 11
 1. Mary’s Presumption: the Body of Jesus had been stolen.  	Jn. 20:2
 2. Mary’s Frustration.
 3. Mary’s Jubilation OR…	Jn. 20:16-18

B. MARY’S BLISSFUL TEARS WHEN SHE SAW THE LIVING SAVIOUR.	
	Jn. 20:16ff
  She was the first one to behold Jesus after His Resurrection.		Jn. 20:15, 16
  Because of her grief Mary did not notice anything unusual. 
  The appearance of Jesus to Mary, a woman, was so unexpected that she did not 	realize that it was Jesus, evidence of His electing love as well as a mark of the 	narrative’s historicity. 
1.  She Recognised the Voice.	Cf. Jn. 10:27
a. It was a Familiar Voice.	Jn. 20:16, NIV
Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, 
“Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).
b.	It was her Former Teacher’s Voice.	“Rabboni”				  “Rabboni” means “my Teacher” and is more personal and less formal than Rabbi.”
She Refused to let Him go.	Touch me not	20:17
	Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to My Father: but go to My brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto My Father, and your Father; and to My God, and your God.
i. Mary had Lost Jesus once before at His crucifixion. 
ii. Mary did not want to Lose Him again after His resurrection. 	
lit. Stop clinging to Me. 	cf. Matt. 28:9 
iii. Touch me not—is better translated, “Stop clinging to Me.” 	cf. II Cor. 5:17, 18	
1.  She Recognised the Voice.		Cf. Jn. 10:27
2.  She Refused to let Him go.	Touch me not	20:17
3.  She Received new instructions and clarifications- 	20:17
Because of Christ’s Resurrection and Ascension, there is now a new Relationship between
a. Mary’s Teacher and herself  – Spiritual instead of Physical Touch Me not 	Ct. 28:9
b. Mary and the other disciples – Sisters and brothers.	
Go to My brethren and say unto them…	Cf. Mt. 12:49f 
c. Them and their Lord – 	I ascend to…	My Father, and your Father; 
	and to My God, and your God
Conclusion: 
Mary, now that you weep no more, what Speakest thou? Jn. 20:18
Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord
Mary’s Three Privileged Sightings:
 She was the recipient of three special graces: 
· to know Jesus risen –first to be at the empty tomb; 	Jn. 20:1
· to see angels; 	Jn. 20:12
· to be the first to see Him alive,	Mk. 16:9
and to be a proclaimer of the good news. and that He had spoken these things unto her.
· 
Mary was an extraordinary woman,
Lovingly devoted to her Lord in His Life and resurrection
a Woman Witness who Spoke what she Saw!
· Cf. The Woman of Samaria – Come See [eido] the Man…Jn. 4:29

--------------------------------------------

II.  THOMAS, WHY ART THOU MISSING? – 
	HE WANTED TO SEE AND FEEL TO BELIEVE!!!
The Sightings in John 20 	Or Is Seeing Believing?

A.	SEEING IN CATCHING A GLIMPSE [Blepo =  Beware]
1.	Mary Saw the Stone removed from the Sepulchre. 	Jn. 20:1 cf. 20:2
2.	John Saw the linen clothes in the tomb but did not go in.	Jn. 20:5
3.	And Thomas Must See to Believe!	Jn. 20:24, 25
But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.
The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen [horao] the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see [eido] in His hands the print of the nails,  and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe!
THAT WAS PROBABLY WHY THAT SUNDAY, THOMAS WENT MISSING!

B.  SEEING WITH A CLOSED MIND AND COMING UP WITH THEORIES [theoreo]
  1.  Peter saw the linen clothes and the head napkin. He theorized what could have happened.	Jn. 20:6, 7
2.	Mary saw the two angels and Jesus but did not recognize Him, being too occupied with her theories of what could have happened to her Master’s body.	Jn. 20:12, 14
				
Application:
Many refused to believe in Christ’s Resurrection, and theorized as to what could have happened:
a. The Stolen Body Theory. Matt. 28:11-15
b. The Swoon Theory.
c. The Substitution Theory.


C. SEEING BY PUTTING 1 AND 1 TOGETHER AND 
COMING TO A CONCLUSION TO BELIEVE [eido]
Where Reasoning ends, Faith takes over.
John saw the evidence, remembered what he was taught,  and believed 
	though he could not explain. 	Jn. 20:8f
The Ten saw the resurrected Jesus, and they believed 
	though they could not understand.	Jn. 20:20
3.	Thomas refused to believe except he could see the evidence, 
though he might not be able to understand how.	Jn. 20:25
4.   The other disciples therefore said…						
		We have seen [horao] the Lord! 	Jn. 20:25

Application:
Many have believed in the Resurrected Christ because of the evidence
though they may not fully understand how.
a.	His Post-Resurrection Appearances.	cf. I Cor. 15:3-9
b.	The Changed lives of the Apostles – from Cowardice to Courage.		Acts 2:14ff
c.	The Church and the Christians down the Ages.

D.	SEEING FROM A CLOSE EXAMINATION AND CONVINCED BECAUSE OF THE EVIDENCE [horao]
1. The Ten Apostles kept telling Thomas that they had Seen the Lord; 
that’s why they believed.	Jn. 20:25
The Lord then told Thomas, he had Seen Him, 
that’s why he believed.	Jn. 20:29
	Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, 
	Because thou hast seen [horao] Me, thou hast Believed: 	
Blessed are they that have not seen [eido], and yet have Believed.

Compare the Demands of Thomas and the Commands of Jesus.

1. The Demands of Thomas, 20:25		2. The Commands of Jesus. 20:27
Except I shall see in His hands			Behold My hands.
And put my finger into the print 
Of the nail						stretch hither thy finger,
	and thrust my hand into His side  			reach hither thy hand, 		
and thrust into My side
I will not believe.					And be not faithless but believing
Thomas answered and said unto Him, 
My Lord and my God.	20:28

3.  But Blessed are those after him who Believe, though they have not seen (eido) Him yet have Believed. 	Jn. 20:29b
App.	All cannot see Jesus today, but can still Believe in the…
a.	Person of the Resurrected Christ with the evidence before him.	I Cor. 15:1-20
b.	Promise of the Resurrected Christ.	Jn. 11:25
c.	Providence of faith in the Resurrected Christ by reading John’s Gospel.  	20:30f

Do not Miss out on the Resurrection Power Promised 
to all Who do not see but yet Believe!	Phil. 3:8-10
Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss
for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things,
and do count them but dung,
that I may win Christ,
And be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ,
the righteousness which is of God by faith:
That I may know Him, and the power of His Resurrection,
and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being made conformable unto His death;

For those interested in…
Viewing the Powerpoint Presentation again;
Listening to the Study again
And/Or Want a full Outline 
of the Study,
 Please visit:www.berita-bethel-ung.com

