23 Nov., 2025
   Burmah Road Gospel Hall
Lessons from the Life and Times of Nehemiah – Part II
Building Your Home and Church

A Study of Neh. Chapters 3 & 4

Intro.: Chapter Three – 
Studying meanings of Proper names, Professions of People, Places repaired, etc.   

Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good work.
Neh. 2:18

I. RISE UP AND BUILD your home
Neh. 3

OR THE WORKERS ON THE WALL

There were 42 groups of people on the wall. They could be classified into 3, 
viz. Workers, Shirkers, and the Jerks.

A. The Workers on the Wall.
 


The Priests - They repaired the Sheep-gate - They were the first to start work.
3:1



The priests repaired every one over against his house.

3:28

1. The Strategy in the Workers building next to their homes.

Against (opposite) his/their house

For Reasons of Economy, Expediency and Emergency


3:10, 23, 28, 29

a. The Home Extends to the Church.

i. The Elder must Manage his house well.

I Tim. 3:4} Neh.

ii. The Believer must Maintain his house well.
I Tim. 5:8} 3:1, 28

b. The Home Embraces the Church.  Church Order is based on Home Order: 
i. The Husband Establishes Authority in the Family.
I Cor. 11:3 cf. Eph. 5:22f
The Recognition of Rights, Roles and Responsibilities
Eph. 5:22-6:4
ii. The Husband Exhibits Affection in the Family

Eph. 5:25 cf. Jn. 21:15-17

c. The Home Envisages the Church.

i. Churches Start in Homes.

Rom. 16:10, 11

ii. Homes Sustain Churches.

Rom. 16:13-15

2. The “Signatures” of the Workers Building next to their Homes.

Against their house (home)
a. The Wall of Prayer.
JEDAIAH = Invoker of God.

Neh. 3:10 

i. Praying
- Praying as the Lifestyle of the Family.
Cf. Daniel 6:4, 10

ii. Pleading - Supplicating when facing Pressures and Problems of Life. 
Phil. 4:6, 7

iii. Praising - Thanking God for Who He is and what He does.
Cf. Lk. 17:15-19
b. The Wall of Protection.  BENJAMIN = The Son of my right hand
Neh. 3:23
i. The Alias:  
· Benjamin = The son of (my/the) right hand

Gen. 35:18, 19

· Benoni     = The Son of my sorrow. 

ii. The Association: 

HASSHUB = Associate.

Neh. 3:23
· Being a BENONI , bringing Sorrow to the Family – 
· Hardly Present at Home with them 
- but with the World.
Heb. 11:24-27

· Hardly Present in Church with them
- but with his Wealth.

Heb. 10:25

· Never Present when they need him 
- but with his Work.

· Being a BENJAMIN, carrying out responsibilities as…

· The Prime Head of the Family?
Eph. 5:22, 23

· The Protector of the Family? (as implied in the blessing on Benjamin) 
Dt. 33:12 

· As   Provider for the Family?
Cf. I Tim. 5:8; Matt. 6:33

Also 3:28-30 - After them repaired Zadok (Integrity) the son of Immer (Talkative) over against his house. … After him repaired Meshullam (Devoted) the son of Berechiah (the Lord bless them) over against his chamber.
There were many other Workers repairing and building at various places on the Wall, but there were also …
B. The Shirkers on the Wall. 

"but their nobles put not their necks to the work of their Lord."
1. They Exempted themselves from the Work.
Neh. 3:5
2. Others had to Execute the Work for them.
Neh. 3:27
3. They Exploited the Others in the Work.
Neh. 5:1-9
4. They were nor Exemplary before the Lord and to those outside.
Neh. 5:9
C. The Jerks on the Wall


They worked for a time but became discouraged because of...

- the Effort of others; the Effect of accumulating rubbish; the Enemies that surrounded them.
1. These were the Talkers.



Neh. 4:10-12

Judah said (10); Our Adversaries said (11); The Jews who dwelt by them said (12)

2. These were the Doubters – they Disparaged and Discouraged the Doers.

Neh. 4:10a
3. These were the Spectators.


Neh. 4:10b
They saw the poor condition of things but they refused to help – 
“much rubbish… we are not able to build."

II. RISE UP FOR GOD AND BUILD your church


Neh. 4
OR THE BATTLE FROM THE WALL
A.
The Causes for the Battle.





Neh
1. The Personality of a Person with Purpose
- Confronted with an Ulterior Motive.   2:10 cf. 2:19

2. The Reality of Performance
- Confronted with Mockery.

4:1 cf. 4:2,3

3. The Certainty of Progress
- Confronted with Under-Mining.
4:7 cf. 4:8

4. [God's Mighty Power
- Confronted with black-Mail.
   
6:15, 16 cf. 6:19]
B.
THE Confrontation in the Battle.



1.

The Enemy Without.



a.

A Denunciation of the Jews' Ability.





Neh. 4:1-3 ct. 6:15



b.

A Direct Confrontation from the Enemy's Alliance.




4:1-3, 7-8




i.

Sanballat and the Samaritans from the North.

4:1, 2




ii.

Tobiah and the Ammonites from the East.

2:10, 19 cf. 4:3, 7; 6:1, 12, 14




iii.
Geshen and the Arabians from the South.

2:19; 4:7




iv.
The Ashodites (from a Philistine city) from the West.
4:7


2.

The Enemy Within.



a.

Discouragement came from those whom they looked up to. [Judah]

Neh. 4:10 cf. Gen. 49:10


They observed that there was too Little Strength left and too Much Rubbish left over.



b.
Disparagement came from others who looked down on them.


4:11


c.
Disloyalty came from those who should be behind them.  These Jews... 
4:12


i.

were in Contact with the Enemy
 - 
No Separation.
the Jews who dwelt by them

ii.

were Compromising.  
 -
No Sanctification:  
they used the enemy's words 
cf. 4:11


iii.
were Completely without faith.
-
No Spirituality.
ten times 

cf. Num 14:22


d.
Deception came from those who should be in front of them.  
6:10-14



i.
The prophet, Shemaiah hired himself out to Frighten Nehemiah.
6:10-13



ii.
The prophetess, Noadiah sought to put Fear in Nehemiah.
6:14b



iii.
Other prophets and prophetesses would have Followed likewise.
6:14c

C.
The Commitment to the Battle.

Basically it was Prayer.

1.
They left the Matter with God or they had a Heart to Pray.


Neh. 4:4, 9

To Pray without Precaution is sheer Presumption, and Precaution without Prayer is self-Pride.

2.
They had a Mind to Work.
a.
They Shared out the Work.
4:15

b.
Each Specialised in his Work.
4:16

c.
Each Struggled with each other's Work.
4:17

3.
They set Men to Watch or they had Eyes to Watch.
a.
They had Recourse to a Sword.
4:17, 18 
The Word and the Work always go together:

i.
The Word without the Work is Empty Talk  
-  
It does not Please God.

ii.
The Work without the Word is an Empty Task
-
It has not the Power of God.

b.
They Rallied to help at the trumpet Sound 




4:20


c.
They Resided inside the wall for Safety




4:22

d.
They Recruited themselves as Sentries
 



4:22

4.
The Work was completed quickly because....



Neh. 6:15

a.
There was Inspiration:  - "Remember the Lord" was their Watchword.

4:14


b.
There was Aspiration   - "Return to the Work" and to do it Well.

4:6, 15

c.
There was Perspiration - "Rise to the occasion" which kept them at their Work.
4:21-23

Con.:
So the wall was finished… in fifty and two days.
Neh. 6:14
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