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The Vision of Joshua the High Priest, 
Zechariah Chapter 3
· The Period: during the Post-exilic Period when Israel Returned from the Babylonian Captivity; 
· The Prophet: Zechariah 
· The Purpose: To Rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple. 
· The High Priest: Joshua
· His Part: A very important Role in this Restoration Process Alongside Zerubbabel, the Governor.
The Lineage of Joshua, the High Priest:
A. The Characters: Joshua.      Zech. Ch. 3:1, 4, 5
Ref. I Chr. 6:1-15; Ezra 3:2 
· Joshua was a descendant of Aaron through Jehozadak who was taken into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar (6:15). His son Joshua became the High Priest after the return from the Babylonian exile. (Ezra 3:2)
· Thus Joshua the High Priest, the son of Jehozadak, was the direct descendant of Aaron through this line:
Levi,  Kohath, Amran, Aaron (6:1-3), 1st. High Priest, bro. of Moses, Eleazar, Phinehas (6:4) ,…Azariah, Seraiah, Jehozadak (6:14, 15)…
JOSHUA (Ezra 3:2; Zech. 3:1)
THE VISION OF JOSHUA THE HIGH PRIEST, ZECH. 3
Judah’s Restoration –
Introduction: 	 8 Visions of Zechariah
VISION 1: RED-HORSE RIDER among the Myrtles. 	Zech. 1:7-16,17
Judah and Jerusalem still Outcast and Oppressed though Gentiles enjoying Overall peace,   but Judah will Overcome.
VISION 2: THE FOUR HORNS AND THE FOUR SMITHS 	
	Judah, Jerusalem Overthrown; Gentiles Overcome.  	Zech. 1:18-21
VISION 3: THE MAN WITH THE MEASURING LINE –
	Judah Overflowing with Opulence.      	Zech. Ch. 2
The Vision of Joshua the High Priest, Zech. 3
Context of Judah’s and Jerusalem’s Reinstatement and Restoration 
up to when the Lord Returns – 
Introduction:  	8 Visions of Zechariah
· VISION 1: THE HORSEMAN ON THE RED HORSE – 	Zech. 1:7-17 (1:14-17)
· VISION 2: THE FOUR HORNS AND THE FOUR SMITHS - Zech. 1:18-21
VISION 3: THE MAN WITH THE MEASURING LINE – 	
· Vision 4: VISION OF JOSHUA THE HIGH PRIEST – ISRAEL’S RESTORATION		Zech. Ch. 3
A. THE CHARACTERS: JOSHUA.  	CH. 3:1, 4, 5
The Angel of the Lord, the Accuser, Attending Angels, Author Zechariah. 
1.	Satan’s Resistance and Jehovah’s Rebuke.	3:1, 2a
a. The Accusation – to Resist him (Joshua)
i. Joshua Stood before the Angel of the Lord.  	3:1 		   		stood as in Spiritual Service: Deut. 10:8; II Chr. 29:11
ii. Satan Stood at his right hand – place of accusation under the Law.	3:1 			right hand: Psa. 109:6 cf. Rev. 12:10
iii. Both Stood before the LORD – the Angel of the Lord.	3:1, 2 cf. 1:11; also 3:3, 4
iv. But the Son is Seated on the right hand of His Majesty.	Heb. 1:3b
b.	The Acquittal. 	See #2 below
	Joshua, the high priest, representing the nation of Israel, was Accused and Acquitted. Cf. 3:4, 9
Vision 4: VISION OF JOSHUA THE HIGH PRIEST –  ISRAEL’S RESTORATION.	Zech. Ch. 3
A. The Characters: Joshua.  Ch. 3:1, 4, 5
The Angel of the Lord, the Accuser, Attending Angels, Author Zechariah. 
1.	Satan’s Resistance and Jehovah’s Rebuke.	3:1, 2a
a. The Accusation:
i. Joshua Stood before the Angel of the Lord.  	3:1 	
		stood: Deut. 10:8; II Chr. 29:11
ii. Satan Stood at his right hand – place of accusation under the Law.	3:1 		right hand: Psa. 109:6 cf. Rev. 12:10
iii. Both Stood before the LORD – the Angel of the Lord.	3:1, 2 cf. 1:11; also 3:3:3, 4
iv. But He is Seated on the right hand of His Majesty.	Heb. 1:3b
b.	The Acquittal. 	See #2 below
Joshua, the high priest, representing the nation of Israel, 	was Accused and Acquitted.  Cf. 3:4, 9
2.  God’s Sovereignty and Salvation of Grace for Joshua’s Reinstatement (or Israel’s Restoration)	3:2
a. God’s Sovereign Love in choosing Israel – 		3:2
	The Lord hath chosen Jerusalem.  Deut. 7:7 (6-9) cf. Exo. 19:6
b. God’s Salvation in Grace shown to Israel: - 		3:2b
		Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?
i.	God saved Israel from the Fire of Egypt.				Deut. 4:20; Jer. 11:4 
ii.	God will deliver Israel through the Fire of the Great Tribulation.	 Cf. Jer. 30:7; Zech. 13:8, 9
c.	The Angel of the Lord Showed this in changing Joshua’s Filthy clothes. Zech. 3:3-5 See below.
3.	The Change of Clothes.		3:3-5
a.	Israel in Defilement - Joshua in Filthy Garment.			3:4a; Isa. 64:6
b.	Israel in Reinstatement - Joshua in Festive Raiment.  		3:4b, 5
4.	The Conditions and Consequences of the Charge.		3:6, 7
a. The Conditions: … “ If…”  “Then…”
	Personal Righteousness and Ministerial Faithfulness
b. The Consequences:  Israel will Govern God’s House, 
	Guard the Temple courts, Go to God freely. 
5. The Bringing forth of the BRANCH.	3:8-10
	The Significance of the Vision – Symbolic men wondered at			3:8, NIV
a. My Servant – Humble and Humiliated but will be Honoured. Isa. 42:1; 52:13, 14; cf. Phil 2:7-11
b. The Branch – presented in the OT in four different aspects of His character:
	He is…..	cf. The Gospels
i.	The Branch of David - His Sovereignty.  Isa. 11:1; Jer. 23:5; 33:15	    cf. Matthew
ii. The Branch, the Lord’s Servant - His Humility. Isa. 42:1; 49:6; 50:10;52:13  cf. Mark
iii.	The Branch, the Name of the Man - His Humanity. Zech. 6:12 	cf. Luke
iv.	The Branch of the Lord - His Deity.  Isa. 4:2	cf. John
c.	The Stone.	3:9
i. In the Past and Present	-
	To Israel, He is the Stumbling Stone.		Isa. 8:13-15; Rom. 9:31-33; I Pet. 2:7, 8
ii. In the Present	- 
	To the Church, He is the Chief Cornerstone.				Eph. 2:19-22
iii. 	 In the Prospect - To the Gentile Nations He is the Smiting Stone.	Dan. 2:35, 45
d.  The Seven Eyes on the Engraved Stone. 			3:9b
i.	The Wisdom of the Spirit – His Omniscience 		cf. 4:10 cf. 4:6; Isa. 11:2; Rev. 5:6
ii.	The ‘Waking” up of the Land – 					remove…iniquity...in One day.			3:9c, 10 cf. 14:1; 14: 8, 20, 21
e.	The Sum Prosperity of the Nation – under the vine and…fig tree. 3:10
i. The Prophetic Day – The Advent of the Lord and Armageddon The Day of the Lord	14:1-3, 4-7 cf. Rev. 16:16
ii.	The Peace and Prosperity accompanying that Day. – the vine and the fig tree	3:10 	
LESSONS TO BE LEARNT FROM JOSHUA’S VISION.
The Present Existence of Problematic Israel is a Pointer to…
1. The Veracity of God’s Precepts and Prophecy.
2. The Verity of God’s Purpose and Programme:  cf. I Cor. 10:31
a. For Israel: their Promise, Persecution, Preservation, Prosperity.
b. For Gentiles: their Atheism, Alienation, Antagonism, and opportunity to Accept Jesus Christ as Saviour for their Salvation.
c. For the Church: their One Cornerstone Foundation in Christ, 
	as Holy (to Worship) and Royal (to Witness) Priests, and Faith in their Prospective Future 	of a Crown.
Even So, Come, Lord Jesus. Rev. 22:20


· For those interested in…
Viewing the Powerpoint Presentation again;
· Listening to the Study again
· And/Or Want a full Outline of the Study,
·  Please visit:  www.berita-bethel-ung.com

