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The Differences Between the Rapture and the Revelation.

A. The Distinctions:

1. In the Terms: Jews, Gentiles and Church.
I Cor. 10:32
Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God:

2. In the Times:
a. The Times and the Seasons:
Acts 1:6,7
They asked…Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? …He said…It is not for you to know the times (chronos) or the seasons (kairos)…which the Father hath put in His own power.

b. The Times of the Gentiles 
Lk. 21:24 

And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.

c. The Fulness of the Gentiles

Rom. 11:25

For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 


d.
The Times (Mystery) of the Church. Eph. 3:9-11
…the fellowship of the mystery from the beginning of the ages hath been hidden in God…might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God…
e.   That in the Dispensation of the Fulness of Times 




Eph. 1:10

 He might gather together in one all things in Christ,both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; 






even in Him:
f.  The Second Coming of Christ.
For the Church – the Rapture.

   For Israel – The Revelation
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B. The Differences Between the Rapture and The Revelation:
In Scripture, the Second Coming of Christ appears to be in two Stages with both referred to as His Second Coming or Advent. Unless these two stages are carefully acknowledged and a distinction made between the two, it will be difficult to reconcile their differences (only a few are listed below among many more) and appropriate the right events to be happening at the right time. Major Distinct Differences of the two stages are tabled below:

	No.
	Stage One – The Rapture

“Caught up” – I Thes. 4:17
	Stage Two – The Revelation

“Revealed” - II Thes. 1:7, 8

	1. 
	The term “Rapture” is from Latin “rapturo” referring to I Thes. 4:17 – “Caught up” which is from the Greek word harpazo which means to seize catch (away, up), pluck, pull, take (by force) – Strong. As Matt. 13:19; Jn. 10:28 cf.  Gen. 5:24
	The term “Revelation” is used to refer to the time when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ…

II Thes. 1:7, 8 – Gk.  apokalupsis = appearing, coming, be revealed, revelation. Ct. 2:3; 2:6, 8



	2. 
	Christ’s Coming for the Church.

The Lord Himself shall descend… the dead in Christ shall rise first. 

I Thes. 4:16

Christ comes for His saints (I Thes. 3:13)

Involves the church (I Cor. 15:51)
	Christ’s Coming for the Jews.
The house of David… the inhabitants of Jerusalem…shall look upon Me whom they have pierced. Zech. 12:10

Christ comes with His saints. (Jude 14)

Involves Israel and Gentile Nations (Mt. 24:1; 25:46)



	3. 
	He comes in the air.

We which are alive…shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. I Thes. 4:17 

Mt. Olives remains intact.
	He comes to the earth.

Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations...His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives. Zech. 14:3, 4

Mt. Olives splits into two, Zech. 14:4



	4. 
	He comes alone.

The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven.

I Thes. 4:16a
He Comes for His Bride.
A time of Blessing. (I Thes. 4:18)
	Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints… Jude 14, 15

The LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with Thee. Zech. 14:5
Returns from the Wedding (Lk. 12:36)
A time of Judgment. (II Thes. 1:8-12)



	5. 
	It is Private.

We shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.  I Cor. 15:51, 52a

Those in Christ Transformed. I Cor. 15:52

No Signs preceding it.
	It is Public.

He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced him. Rev. 1:7

Tribulation Saints Transformed (Rev. 20:4)

Definite Signs preceding it. (Mt. 24:29, 30)



	6. 
	The dead in Christ Resurrected followed by the Rapture of all to join Him in the air and be with the Lord forever (NIV).
The dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive …shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. I Thes. 4:16, 17 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. Jn. 14:3


	No Resurrection and no Rapture taking place. Followed by judgment of the nations:

Behold, the Lord cometh…to execute judgment upon all…Jude 14, 15

When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall He sit upon the throne of his glory: And before Him shall be gathered all nations. Matt. 25:31, 32

	7. 
	“Come up hither” is the Rapture in Rev, 4:1
	Appearance of the White Horse Rider and his armies is the Revelation. (Rev. 19:11)

	8. 
	The Event Described – I Thes. 4:13-17

	The Event Described – Rev. 19:11-21
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Summary:

	The Rapture, I Thes. 4:13-18

13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren,

Ct. The Revelation

	(1) concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.
(2)   14For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him… and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord

(3) that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep

(4) 16For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: 

(5) 17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds,

(6) to meet the Lord in the air:

(7)  and so shall we ever be with the Lord
(8) 18Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 


