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Theme: The Christian Priesthood in





Hebrews 10:19-25
I.
The Character of the Christian Priesthood.
Heb. 10:18-20

II.
The Character of our High Priest.
Heb. 10:21

III.
The Conditions of the Christian Priesthood.
Heb. 10:22

IV.
The Commitment of Priests.
Heb. 10:23-25

Recapitulation: 

Part 3a – Heb. 10:22a: Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith…

Part 3b: having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 

and our bodies washed with pure water. 

Intro. The Call, The Contrast, The Concept …

Heb. 10:19

A.  The Privilege of WORSHIP

  1.  The Implications; 

2. The Institution (Jn. 4:21-24)

B.  The Prerequisites of Worship.

   1. A True Heart –     a. It Commences with a Confession. 

Lam. 3:40f




b. It Calls for a Consideration of our Contemplation.

    2.  In Full Assurance of Faith.



a. Feelings Burden us. 





b. Faith gives us Boldness.

   3.  Our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience.

a.
The Hindrance of an Evil Conscience leads to Failure to Worship.

i.
The State of the Conscience.


Conscience is not the most inexorable faculty within us. 
 It speaks to us of what is right and where we have gone wrong, and sin always leaves a legacy of guilt upon it.

· It can Accuse or Excuse.


Rom. 2:15

· It can be Weak and then Emboldened.
I Cor. 8:10 cp. 12

· It can be Good or Evil.

       
I Tim. 1:5, 19 
ct. Heb. 10:22

· It can be Pure or Defiled.


I Tim. 3:9; Tit. 1:15

· It can be Seared or Exercised.
  
I Tim. 4:2 ct. Acts 24:16

ii.
The Stain of Sin on the Conscience.


Evil conscience is a conscience hardened and


polluted with the sense of unpardoned guilt.
· It can make us Unhappy in Heart.


· It can make us Unwell in Body.

· It can make us Uneasy with our Fellows.

· It can make us Unusable by God.

b.
The Heart Sprinkled from an Evil Conscience is Fit for Worship.


The Heart Sprinkled - a reference to the Blood of Sprinkling.
Heb. 12:24

The Blood of Sprinkling when applied, it is …

i.
The blood of Appeasement.
Exo. 12:7, 12, 13

ii.
The blood of Atonement.
Lev. 16: 14b

iii.
The blood of Appointment (as priests).
Exo. 29:1, 20, 21 cf. Lev. 8:30

The Blood of Sprinkling, Heb. 9:11-14

i.
It Cleanses the Conscience of Defilement.
purge = cleanse
Heb. 9:14

ii.
It Cleanses the Conscience from Dead works.

9:14


There are 3 types of works in the New Testament:

· Wicked works

Col. 1:21

· Good works.

Eph. 2:10

· Dead works.

Heb. 9:14

i.e. the things we feel we ought to do to become better Christians, but which we have not quite succeeded in doing (Rom. 7), resulting failure to succeed further burdens the conscience. Many Christians go round condemned by the prayers they have not prayed, the promises they have not kept, etc.

iii.
It Cleanses the Conscience of Deceitfulness.
Heb. 9:14 cf. Jas. 1:22


Sometimes there is an unsuspected deceitfulness about dead works, which make them especially offensive to God. We are attempting by their means to regain what we have actually lost by sin.

4.
Our bodies washed with pure water.
a.
Instances of Ceremonial Washing in the O. T.

i.
The Law of the Leper.

Lev. 14:7-9

ii.
The Law of the Red Heifer.
Num. 19:1-13

iii.
The Law of the Priests.

Exo. 29:1-4, 0

b.
Implications of Ceremonial Washing in the O.T.

i.
The Law of the Leper – Cleansing from sin.
Lev. 14:7-9

· The 2-fold aspect of the sacrifice – the live bird and the slain bird.

14:4


Death and Resurrection of Christ, as being essential to Salvation

· The 2-fold aspect of the Leper’s Cleansing.

Sprinkling by Blood – once for all; Washing of the Body – a repetition.

ii.
The Law of the Red Heifer – Cleansing from Stain. 
Num. 19:1-13

· The 2-fold aspect of the Sacrifice.

Wherein is no blemish – cf. in Him is no sin.

19:2

Whereon is no yoke – cf. He did no sin. 

cf. Mt. 11:29



· The 2-fold aspect of the Defiled Person’s Cleansing:


Death of the Heifer and Sprinkling of blood once

19:4


Burning of the Heifer and washing with ashes-water

19:9ff

· The 2-fold aspect of the Washing.

The third day.


} 19:12 ct. Jn. 13

The seventh day.


}

iii.
The Law of the Priest – Consecration for Services.
Exo. 29:1-4, 9

· The 2-fold aspect of the Sacrifice –

 

The Sin offering


  29:14

The Burnt offering


  29:18

· The 2-fold aspect of the Priest’s Consecration.

His Washing in Water – Regeneration

  29:4

His Anointing with Blood – Consecration

  29:20, 21

· The 2-fold aspect of the washing

Washing on the first day.
  29:4

Washing on other days.
  30:18-20

c.
Instructions regarding Cleansing and Washing in the N.T.


Intro.  The two cleansings.

John 13:10

i.
We need Initial cleansing from Sin’s Damnation. The Blood of Christ …

· Satisfies God’s Condition
Heb. 9:22

· Is the Source of Cleansing.
I Jn. 1:7

ii.
We need Continual Cleansing for sin’s Defilement.
Jn. 13:10; I Jn. 1:7, 9

· The Book shows our Condition.
Psa. 119:11

We need to Look into it Constantly.

We need to Live by it Consistently.

We need to Learn by it Continuously.

Summary:

Part 3a - Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith…
Part 3b - having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 

and our bodies washed with pure water
A. The Privilege of WORSHIP – Let us draw near…
1.  The Implications



2.  The Institution (Jn. 4:21-24)

B.  The Prerequisites of Worship.
1.  A True Heart – 

a. It Commences with a Confession. Lam. 3:40f

b. It Calls for a Consideration of our Contemplation.
2.  In Full Assurance of Faith.
a. Feelings Burden us. 


b. Faith gives us Boldness.

3.  Our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience.
a. The Hindrance of an Evil Conscience leads to Failure to Worship.

b. The Heart Sprinkled from an Evil Conscience is Fit for Worship.
4.  Our bodies washed with pure water
a.
Instances of Ceremonial Washing in the O. T.

b.  Implications of Ceremonial Washing in the O.T.

i. The Law of the Leper – Cleansing from Sin. 

Lev. 14:7-9

ii. The Law of the Red Heifer – Cleansing from Stain.   
Num. 19:1-13

iii. The Law of the Priest – Consecration for Service.
Exo. 29:1-4, 9

c. 
Instructions regarding Cleansing and Washing in the N.T.
Intro.  The two cleansings:
John 13:10

i.  We need Initial Cleansing from Sin’s Damnation. 

ii.  We need Continual Cleansing for Sin’s Defilement. Jn. 13:10; I Jn. 1:7, 9
Next Study – 18, 25 April 2021 (D.V)

Part 4:  The Commitment of the Christian Priesthood 
Heb. 10:23-25
23  Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for He is faithful that promised;) 

24  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 

25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 

      as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another:

      and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
