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Lamentation of Israel’s Kings

Or The Certainty of God’s Coming Judgment
Ezekiel Chapter 19

Part I (Eze. 18:19-32)

A. God’s law governing individual responsibility
Eze. 18:1-4

B. God’s Law Governing the Individual’s Righteousness – 3 Cases “If” 
Eze. 18:5-18
C. God’s laws Individually Reviewed.
Eze. 18:19-32
1. The law governing Repentance.
18:19-23


a. The Case: Can a Righteous Son Redeem his Riotous Father? 
18:19

i. A Righteous Son cannot Redeem the Sinning Father, likewise the other way Round.     
18:20

ii. His Repentance: But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, 
}18:21


iii. His Resolution: and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right…
}
iv. The Results: He shall surely live, he shall not die. 
18:21b, 22
· All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him:
18:22a
· In his righteousness that he hath done he shall live.
18:22b
· Was Ezekiel teaching salvation by works?
v. God Rejoices when a Sinner Repents.
18:23

· God’s non-Pleasure: Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?
· God’s Pleading – and not that he should return from his ways, and live?
2. The law governing Rebellion (apostasy).
Eze. 18:24

a. The Case: The Righteous man who turns away and Continues in his sin.
Eze. 18:24a

b. The sad Condition: None of his Righteous deeds will be Remembered
18:24b


c. The Consequence: The man will die—there had been no Repentance
18:24

(See also 3:17-21; 33:10-20)

· Can a Christian lose his salvation?

All his righteousness that he hath done was Religious Righteousness.
Mt. 5:20

It was not the righteousness of God by faith.
Phil. 3:7-9
· God was not saying that a saved Israelite would lose his salvation if he fell into sin. Both the blessing and the judgment in view here are temporal, not eternal. The judgment was physical death (cf. vv. 4, 20, 26), not eternal damnation. 
3. The Logical Review:
18:25-32

a. God’s Challenge and Rebuke: Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal.
18:25

b. God’s law Concerning Rebellion (apostasy) is just and fair
18:26

i. A Righteous (Religious) person who turns away from God and does not Repent –
18:26a

ii. The Result of his non-Repentance – for his iniquity that he hath done shall he die.
18:26b

· Does this apply to the saved believer; can he be lost?

· See also 3:17-21; 33:10-20. For answers see #2c above.

c. God’s law Condoning the Repentant Sinner is just and fair.
18:27

i. A Wicked person Repents and lives Righteously

ii. He Will save his Life and Live abundantly; he will not die.
18:28

4. God’s Livid Repetition and emphasis.
18:29-32

God’s way is just and man’s ways are unjust: The fact reemphasized.
18:29 cf. 25

a. God’s Pronouncement – Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel
18:30a

b. God’s Principle to be used: every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD.
18:30b

c. God’s Plea: 

i. Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions. so iniquity shall not be your Ruin. 18:30c

ii. Remove and cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; 18:31a
iii. Receive  you a new heart and a new spirit: (11:19-20; 36:26-27)

18:31b

iv. Reflect: for why will ye die, O house of Israel?
18:31b

v. Recognise God’s heart: He takes no pleasure in the death of anyone.
18:32a

vi. Resolve to live: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.
18:32b
RELEVANT QUESTIONS FOR TODAY 
in the Light of the Laws of Yesterday.

1. What can Righteousness in Ezekiel mean?
“Righteous” can refer to the outward ceremonial religiousness of a person. Mt. 5:20 cf. Phil. 3:7-9

2. What can “die” in Ezekiel mean? 

3. Can a Christian lose His Righteous Standing in Christ? Cf. Jn. 10:28-30; Rom. 8:38, 39.

4. Can a Christian apostatize? – Can an unborn Christian be unborn? Ct. Mt. 7:21-23
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Lamentation of Israel’s Kings
Or The Certainty of God’s Coming Judgment
Part II - Ezekiel Chapter 19
Introduction:  The Condemnation of Wicked Rulers

Eze. 19:1

(A Lamentation = Dirge or Funeral Song Prior to the End of David’s Dynasty!). 


Background and Recapitulation:

· The Intensity of  Ezekiel’s message: 

Every Individual was responsible and accountable to God.
 
Every Jew had Contributed to the Corruption of Judah and thus to its Collapse. 
· This Indictment Included the nation’s rulers –  princes, not even kings or rulers!
· The Inquiry: Could the people trust the current leaders to Break the Bondage to Babylon, free the exiles, and Build up the nation both economically and militarily again?
· The Inevitable Response: A Review of three of the four most Recent Rulers: Jehoahaz, Jehoiachin,  Zedekiah 
· The Invasion by Babylon because of the Rulers’ Rebellion.
Zedekiah, Judah's last king, had agreed to a treaty with Nebuchadnezzar but then had broken it and sought help from Egypt. It was this foolish act that moved Nebuchadnezzar to send his army to Jerusalem and destroy the city and the temple.
· The Introduction to the Indictment – A Lamentation, 19:1
The Certainty of God’s Coming Judgment -



The Condemnation of Wicked Rulers 
(A Dirge, a Funeral Song, about the End of David’s Dynasty).

Eze. 19:1-14.

A.  The Imagery of Israel, the Lioness that Reared Ruthless Whelps. 

Eze. 19:2-9
1.  The Mother Lioness and her Man-eating cubs. 

19:2 



Israel and her Line of kings Leading to the Last Rulers in Judah.

Cp. Gen. 49:9

2.  Her first cub – Jehoahaz. 19:3-4
a.  The Cub-king, Jehoahaz, son of 
Josiah, Crowned by the people.   
19:3a; II Kgs. 23:30b




Cf. II Kgs. 23:30-34; II Chr. 36:1-3



The people…took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and anointed him, and made him king in his father's stead;


b.  His Reign was short. He became a man-eater, Ruling in brutality and violence. 
19:3b, II Kgs. 23:31-32



Jehoahaz, crowned at 23 years, learned as a young cub, to tear and devour mankind, doing that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his fathers had done. 


c.   His Evil caused Egypt to dethrone and Exile him. 
19:4



II Kgs. 23:33, 34b – Becoming world renowned for the violence in his reign of three months, he was seized in 309B.C. by Pharaohnechoh like a hunted lion and brought bound to Egypt where he ultimately died.


3.  Her Second cub – Jehoiachin, Jehoiakim’s son. 

19:5-9
Cf. II Kgs. 24:8-17; II Chr.36:8-10



[Jehoiakim was bypassed. Under his pro-Egyptian leadership. The nation declined. Hope revived under 18-year-old Jehoiachin (19:5, 6)]

a.  The Second Ruler was Jehoiachin
19:5 II Kgs. 24:8-17

Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. 
b.  His Short Reign was vicious and cruel.
19:6, 7 II Kgs. 24:9 - And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father had done. 

c.   He Spoiled and Ruined the towns and cities of those opposed to him, terrorizing the people throughout 


      the land.


19:7.

d.   He Stirred up the nations (the Babylonian empire) to Repress Judah.

19:8.


II Kgs. 24:10-14 - At that time…Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against Jerusalem…and…did besiege it. 12 And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon… and the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign. 13 And he carried out thence all the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the LORD, as the LORD had said. 

e.     He was Set upon and Repatriated to imprisonment in Babylon.
18:9 cf. II Kgs. 24:14-16 

And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty men of valour, even ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths: none remained, save the poorest sort of the people of the land. 15 And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king's mother, and the king's wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the land, those carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon. 
16 And all the men of might, even seven thousand, and craftsmen and smiths a thousand, all that were strong and apt for war, even them the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon. 

B. The Imagery of a Fruitful vine that Withered due to Wicked rulers: 
Eze. 19:10-14
The end of David’s Dynasty of rulers until the Coming of Christ    II Kgs.24:17-25:30; II Chr.36:11-13

1. 
The vine (Israel) was Fruitful and strong—
 19:10a
 
It had been planted beside abundant water in Canaan. Dt. 8:7-8

2.  
It was Famous for many of its branches (rulers) 
19:10b
3.  They were  Fit to be made into a ruler’s sceptre (David’s dynasty)

    




 
4.  But God was Furious and the vine was eventually uprooted by a blast of the east wind (Babylon). 19:12, 13
a.  The rulers and citizens were consumed by the Fire of God’s judgment.
19:12
b.  The survivors (vine) were Faced with exile to Babylon – planted in the wilderness
19:13

5.  The Finality to David’s Dynasty - the reign of Judah’s kings (scepter) ended with  Zedekiah: 
so that she hath no strong rod to be a sceptre to rule!

To last until the Coming Christ.  19:14 cf. Gen. 49:10
· Thought: Warren W. Wiersbe has written an excellent application of this passage:
Had the nation of Israel obeyed the Lord, it would have become and remained a mighty lion and a fruitful vine, that would have brought glory to the name of the Lord. Israel would have been a “light unto the Gentiles” (Isa.42:6; 49:6) and many would have trusted in the true and loving God. Israel didn’t keep the terms of the covenant, but the Lord did; and that’s why He chastened them and scattered them. God’s chosen people have no temple, priesthood, sacrifice, or king (Hosea 3:4-5). 
Jesus Christ, Israel’s Messiah, came as the lion of the tribe of Judah (Rev.5:5) and the true vine (John 15:1), “a light to bring revelation to the Gentiles” (Luke 2:32), and the rightful heir to the throne of David (Luke 1:68-69), and His own people rejected Him. One day they shall see Him and receive Him, and God’s gracious covenant with David will be completely fulfilled (2 Sam. 7) when Jesus reigns in His kingdom (Ezek. 34:23-24; 37:24-25; Matt.1:1).


Acknowledgement:
Many images in this Presentation are sourced from the Internet with the sole intention of illustrating my biblical teaching 
and not used for any profitable purpose.
Note: These images are only illustrations,                 not necessarily authoritative.
For those interested in…

Viewing the Powerpoint Presentation again;

Listening to the Study again

And/Or Want a full Outline of the Study,

Please visit (after Sunday):  www.berita-bethel-ung.com
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Lamentation of Israel’s Kings
Or The Certainty of God’s Coming Judgment
Ezekiel Chapter 19
Part II (Eze. 18:19-32) continued with the study of Ezekiel Chapter 19.

D. God’s law governing individual responsibility
Eze. 18:1-4

E. God’s Law Governing the Individual’s Righteousness – 3 Cases “If” 
Eze. 18:5-18
F. God’s laws Individually Reviewed.
Eze. 18:19-32
5. The law governing Repentance.
18:19-23


b. The Case: Can a Righteous Son Redeem his Riotous Father? 
18:19
vi. A Righteous Son cannot Redeem the Sinning Father, likewise the other way Round.     
18:20

vii. His Repentance: But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, 
}18:21

viii. His Resolution: and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right…
}
ix. The Results: He shall surely live, he shall not die. 
18:21b, 22
· All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him:
18:22a
· In his righteousness that he hath done he shall live.
18:22b
· Was Ezekiel teaching salvation by works?
x. God Rejoices when a Sinner Repents.
18:23

· God’s non-Pleasure: Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?
· God’s Pleading – and not that he should return from his ways, and live?
6. The law governing Rebellion (apostasy).
Eze. 18:24

d. The Case: The Righteous man who turns away and Continues in his sin.
Eze. 18:24a

e. The sad Condition: None of his Righteous deeds will be Remembered
18:24b


f. The Consequence: The man will die—there had been no Repentance
18:24
(See also 3:17-21; 33:10-20)
· Can a Christian lose his salvation?

All his righteousness that he hath done was Religious Righteousness.
Mt. 5:20

It was not the righteousness of God by faith.
Phil. 3:7-9
· God was not saying that a saved Israelite would lose his salvation if he fell into sin. Both the blessing and the judgment in view here are temporal, not eternal. The judgment was physical death (cf. vv. 4, 20, 26), not eternal damnation. 
7. The Logical Review:
18:25-32

d. God’s Challenge and Rebuke: Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal.
18:25

e. God’s law Concerning Rebellion (apostasy) is just and fair
18:26

iii. A Righteous (Religious) person who turns away from God and does not Repent –
18:26a

iv. The Result of his non-Repentance – for his iniquity that he hath done shall he die.
18:26b

· Does this apply to the saved believer; can he be lost?
· See also 3:17-21; 33:10-20. For answers see #2c above.
f. God’s law Condoning the Repentant Sinner is just and fair.
18:27

iii. A Wicked person Repents and lives Righteously

iv. He Will save his Life and Live abundantly; he will not die.
18:28

8. God’s Livid Repetition and emphasis.
18:29-32

God’s way is just and man’s ways are unjust: The fact reemphasized.
18:29 cf. 25

d. God’s Pronouncement – Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel
18:30a

e. God’s Principle to be used: every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD.
18:30b

f. God’s Plea: 

vii. Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions. so iniquity shall not be your Ruin. 18:30c

viii. Remove and cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; 18:31a
ix. Receive  you a new heart and a new spirit: (11:19-20; 36:26-27)

18:31b

x. Reflect: for why will ye die, O house of Israel?
18:31b

xi. Recognise God’s heart: He takes no pleasure in the death of anyone.
18:32a

xii. Resolve to live: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.
18:32b
RELEVANT QUESTIONS FOR TODAY 
in the Light of the Laws of Yesterday.

1. What can Righteousness in Ezekiel mean?
“Righteous” can refer to the outward ceremonial religiousness of a person. Mt. 5:20 cf. Phil. 3:7-9

2. What can “die” in Ezekiel mean? 

3. Can a Christian lose His Righteous Standing in Christ? Cf. Jn. 10:28-30; Rom. 8:38, 39.

4. Can a Christian apostatize? – Can an unborn Christian be unborn? Ct. Mt. 7:21-23
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Lamentation of Israel’s Kings
Or The Certainty of God’s Coming Judgment
Ezekiel Chapter 19
Intro. : 
The Condemnation of Wicked Rulers
Eze. 19:1


(A Lamentation = Dirge or Funeral Song About the End of David’s Dynasty). 

Background and Recapitulation:

· The Intensity of  Ezekiel’s message: 



Every Individual was responsible and accountable to God.


Every Jew had Contributed to the Corruption of Judah and thus to its Collapse. 

· This Indictment Included the nation’s rulers – princes, not even kings or rulers!
· The Inquiry: Could the people trust the current leaders to Break the Bondage to Babylon, 



free the exiles, and Build up the nation both economically and militarily again?

· The Inevitable Response: A Review of three of the four most Recent Rulers:



Jehoahaz, Jehoiachin, Zedekiah, the present ruler and the last of David’s line to rule. 



Jehoiakim left pout. He was not exiled to Babylon because of his eleven-year-old very wicked and evil pro-Egyptian stance against Babylon which aroused Nebuchadnezzar to retaliate. Jehoiakim died, and his son, Jehoiachin, took the throne. He was eventually exiled to Babylon. Jehoahaz and Zedekiah were also exiled, which seems to be why Ezekiel mentions them. Ezekiel himself was in exile, where he ministered to his fellow exiles. 

· The Invasion by Babylon was brought about by the Rulers’ Rebellion.



The people not trust their leaders in Jerusalem - these three recent rulers were evil tyrants. They were the ones who had led the nation down the road to destruction. They had been primarily responsible for arousing Babylon to invade and deport Jerusalem’s citizens. 
Zedekiah, Judah's last king, had agreed to a treaty with Nebuchadnezzar but then had broken it and sought help from Egypt. It was this foolish act that moved Nebuchadnezzar to send his army to Jerusalem and destroy the city and the temple.

· The Introduction to the Indictment:


The Certainty of God’s Coming Judgment - The Condemnation of Wicked Rulers 

(a Funeral Song About the End of David’s Dynasty), 
Eze. 19:1-14.

A. Judah, the Lioness that Reared Ruthless Whelps: 
Eze. 19:2-9
An example of evil kings who led the nation in a downward spiral to destruction

1. The Mother Lioness and her Man-eating cubs. Judah and the kings of the nation.
19:2 
And say, What is thy mother? A lioness: she lay down among lions, 
she nourished her whelps among young lions.
2. Her first cub – Jehoahaz.
Cf. II Kgs. 23:30-34; II Chr.36:1-3
19:3-4
a. The Cub-king was Jehoahaz, son of Josiah, He was Crowned by the people.    19:3a;  II Kgs. 23:30b
3 And she brought up one of her whelps: it became a young lion.

The people…took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and anointed him, and made him king in his father's stead.
b. His Reign was short. He became a man-eater, Ruling in brutality and violence. 19:3b; II Kgs. 23:31-32
 and it learned to catch the prey; it devoured men. 
Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he began to reign; and he reigned three months in Jerusalem...he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his fathers had done. 
c. His Evil caused Egypt to dethrone and Exile him. 

19:4; 
II Kgs. 23:33, 34b
4 The nations also heard of him; he was taken in their pit, 
and they brought him with chains unto the land of Egypt.
And Pharaohnechoh put him in bands at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he might not reign in Jerusalem; and put the land to a tribute of an hundred talents of silver, and a talent of gold.
 … and took Jehoahaz away: and he came to Egypt, and died there.

II Kgs. 23:34b
d. Eliakim (Jehoikim) was Enthroned in place of Jehoahaz.

II Kgs. 23:34a, 36, 37
And Pharaohnechoh made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah his father, 
and turned his name to Jehoiakim… he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all  that his fathers had done.
3. Her Second cub – Jehoiachin,
Cf. II Kgs. 24:7-16; II Chr.36:9-10
19:5-9
19:5-9 This lion displayed greater power than the first by tearing down strongholds and devastating towns. The nations trapped him also, leading him with hooks to the land of Babylon. This second lion appears to refer to Jehoiachin. After a reign of only three months and ten days (2Ch 36:9), Jehoiachin was imprisoned in Babylon for 37 years until the Babylonian king Evil-Merodach released him. Jehoiakim died in Jerusalem, so he was not included in this lament (2Ki 25:27-30; Jer 52:31-34).

By this time Egypt had been driven out of Palestine, and all land north of the Brook of Egypt (the Wadi Arish) belonged to Babylon.


II Kgs. 24:7
Ezekiel describes him "strutting" and "roaring" (Ezek. 19:6-7) among the princes and the nations. Nebuchadnezzar took him to Babylon along with 10,000 captives and the temple treasures, and there he died. Jehoiachin turned a deaf ear to the preaching of Jeremiah, and the prophet didn't have anything good to say about him (Jer. 22:18-19)..
a. The Second Ruler was Jehoiachin
19:5 cf. II Kgs. 24:8
Now when she saw that she had waited, and her hope was lost, then she took another of her whelps, and made him a young lion


 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. And his mother's name was Nehushta, the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. 

b. His Short Reign was vicious and cruel.
19:6, 7; II Kgs. 24:9
And he went up and down among the lions, he became a young lion, and learned to catch the prey, and devoured men.

9 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father had done.
After a reign of only three months and ten days (II Ch 36:9), Jehoiachin was imprisoned in Babylon for 37 years until the Babylonian king Evil-Merodach released him
c. He Spoiled and Ruined the towns and cities of those opposed to him, 
terrorizing the people throughout the land.
19:7;
7 And he knew their desolate palaces, and he laid waste their cities; and the land was desolate, 
and the fulness thereof, by the noise of his roaring

d. He Stirred up the nations (the Babylonian empire) to Repress Judah
19:8; II Kgs. 24:10-14
8  Then the nations set against him on every side from the provinces, and spread their net over him: 
he was taken in their pit
10 At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. 11 And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the city, and his servants did besiege it. 12 And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he, and his mother, and his servants, and his princes, and his officers: and the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign. 13 And he carried out thence all the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the LORD, as the LORD had said. 
24:10-12 After a brief siege, Jehoiachin and all his high officials surrendered to Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. Significantly, the expression eighth year of his reign must refer to Nebuchadnezzar's eighth year. This change to a pagan dating of events marked the impending end of Judah
e. He was Set upon and Repatriated to imprisonment in Babylon.
18:9; II Kgs. 24:14-16 
9  And they put him in ward in chains, and brought him to the king of Babylon: they brought him into holds, that his voice should no more be heard upon the mountains of Israel.
14 And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty men of valour, even ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths: none remained, save the poorest sort of the people of the land. 15 And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king's mother, and the king's wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the land, those carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon. 

16 And all the men of might, even seven thousand, and craftsmen and smiths a thousand, all that were strong and apt for war, even them the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon. 

Everyone except the poorest classes of the city were taken into captivity. The able-bodied fighting men might have been conscripted into the Babylonian army.
B. Judah, a fruitful vine that Withered due to wicked rulers: 
Eze. 19:10-14

The end of David’s Dynasty of rulers until the Coming of Christ
II K.24:17-25:30; 2 Chr.36:11-13
17  And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his father's brother king in his stead, and changed his name to Zedekiah. 18  Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 19  And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. 20  For through the anger of the LORD it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, until he had cast them out from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.
1. The vine (Israel) was Fruitful and strong—
19:10a
10  Thy mother is like a vine in thy blood, planted by the waters: 
2. The vine was Famous for many of its branches (rulers)

  19:10b
she was fruitful and full of branches by reason of many waters.

3. They were  Fit to be made into a ruler’s sceptre (David’s dynasty)

   19:11 

11  And she had strong rods for the sceptres of them that bare rule, and her stature was exalted among the thick branches, and she appeared in her height with the multitude of her branches.
When God founded Israel, He blessed the nation with every advantage. The nation was like a vine that He had planted by the water’s edge. Under God’s care, the nation became fruitful and strong enough to be a ruler’s scepter. Due to its strength and fruitfulness, the nation produced many branches, or rulers. Eventually one dynasty became so strong that it towered above all the thick foliage of all the other trees, or nations. This is a clear reference to David’s dynasty. Under his leadership and that of his son Solomon, the nation became so powerful and wealthy that other nations held it in high esteem
4. God was Furious and the vine was eventually uprooted by a blast of the east wind (Babylon).
     19:12,13
a. The rulers & citizens were consumed by the Fire of God’s judgment

  19:12
12  But she was plucked up in fury, she was cast down to the ground, and the east wind dried up her fruit: her strong rods were broken and withered; the fire consumed them. 
b. The survivors (vine) were Faced with exile to Babylon

  19:13
13  And now she is planted in the wilderness in a dry and thirsty ground.

But the vine of Israel had shriveled up. And soon it would be uprooted by a blast of the east wind, a clear reference to Babylon (see outline and notes—•2 Kings 24:17–25:30; •2 Chr.36:11-13 for more discussion). The fire of God’s judgment was going to consume all the strong branches, or rulers, of the vine (Israel). Those who survived would be planted in Babylon, a dry and thirsty land.
Note that the fire of God’s judgment was ignited by one of the branches, or rulers, a clear reference to King Zedekiah (see outline and notes—•2 Kings 24:17-20; •25:1-30 for more discussion). Zedekiah was still ruling in Jerusalem when Ezekiel gave this message. Even while Ezekiel was preaching, Zedekiah was back in Jerusalem living a wicked life. He was following the example of the evil rulers who had preceded him. Consequently, his destiny was already set: judgment would fall upon him. Both King Zedekiah and the nation would be conquered and utterly destroyed because of their horrible evil and defiance of God. The Lord would thrust them from His presence and remove them from the promised land. Sadly, when the reign of Zedekiah ended, the dynasty of David and of Israel’s kings would also end. No descendant of David would rule over Israel again until the coming of the promised Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Son of David.
5. The Finality to David’s Dynasty - the reign of Judah’s kings (scepter) ended with Zedekiah: 
The last until the Coming Christ
  19:14
14  And fire is gone out of a rod of her branches, which hath devoured her fruit, so that she hath no strong rod to be a sceptre to rule. This is a lamentation, and shall be for a lamentation.

Thought 1. Warren W. Wiersbe has written an excellent application of this passage:

Had the nation of Israel obeyed the Lord, it would have become and remained a mighty lion and a fruitful vine, that would have brought glory to the name of the Lord. Israel would have been a “light unto the Gentiles” (Isa.42:6; 49:6) and many would have trusted in the true and loving God. Israel didn’t keep the terms of the covenant, but the Lord did; and that’s why He chastened them and scattered them. God’s chosen people have no temple, priesthood, sacrifice, or king (Hosea 3:4-5). Jesus Christ, Israel’s Messiah, came as the lion of the tribe of Judah (Rev.5:5) and the true vine (John 15:1), “a light to bring revelation to the Gentiles” (Luke 2:32), and the rightful heir to the throne of David (Luke 1:68-69), and His own people rejected Him. One day they shall see Him and receive Him, and God’s gracious covenant with David will be completely fulfilled (2 Sam. 7) when Jesus reigns in His kingdom (Ezek. 34:23-24; 37:24-25; Matt.1:1).[*]
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