BRGH Annual Dinner, 17 Jan 2016

Character of the First Church in the New Testament
Acts 2:37-47
Intro. We are now two weeks into 2016. 


What kind of church would we like to be for the rest of the year?

Consider the Character of the first Church in the New Testament.
Acts 2:42-47


“Church” in 2:47 is the first occurrence in the New Testament.

A. The Church’s Persistency: They continued stedfastly
Acts 2:42 cf. 2:46
"Continued steadfastly" translates just one Greek word = faithfulness, steadfastness. 
“Continued steadfastly"…, cf. "continued daily" 
Acts 2:46
1. In Fervency, not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.  Rom. 12:11
2. In Faithfulness, He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: 

Lk. 16:10
3. In Functionality, as a member of the Body of Christ. 
Eph. 4:15, 16

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

B. The Church’s Activities - 
in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, 

and in breaking of bread, and in prayers
1. The Schooling - the apostles’ doctrine.
Acts 2:42
a. Doctrine = act of teaching, not subject of teaching.

b. Discipling, thus, go and make disciples of all nations.
Mt. 28:19 
It is Doctrine with Decorum; Character with Conduct.
c. Thus, Study the Scriptures:
And Give Diligence to…rightly Dividing the word of truth.
II Tim. 2:15

d. Doctrines of Apostles ct. doctrines of men. 
Mt. 15:9

But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
e. Cf. Wholesome Words and the Doctrine of godliness.
1 Tim. 6:3-5 
2. The Society – Fellowship or “Fellows-in-a-ship” rowing together.
Acts 2:42
Conversion leads to Company to Continuation in all things Common      2:43
a. The Companionship  of Fellowship…

1 Jn. 1:3, 6, 7 

i. that ye also may have fellowship with us (apostles, cf. doctrine of apostles)
ii. and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, 
and do not the truth: [Fellowship with the Word must show up in the Walk!)
iii. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
Fellowship with one another is marked by Forgiveness of one’s Faults.
b. The Comparison with Further Fellowships:
Phil. 1:5 
i. For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; 
ii. That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, 
Phil. 3:10
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death. 

c. The Contrast with a Forbidden Fellowship: 
II Cor. 6:14 

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?...what communion hath light with darkness? 
3. The Supping. "Breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat". Acts 2:46, 42 
a. The Supper of the common meal – eat their meal
Acts 2:46
b. The Lord’s Supper: breaking bread cf. breaking of bread 
Acts 2:42; 1Cor. 11:23 
i. Its Abuse: beware of a Selfish Disposition.
1 Cor. 11:20
ii. Its Administration: “Do this” as the Lord Did.
1 Cor. 11:23-26
iii. Its Adoration – do this in remembrance of Me.
It’s a Remembrance of Him that leads to a Reverence.
iv. Its Admonition: let a mam examine himself…
1 Cor. 11:27-30
v. Its Advice: show the Lord’s death till He come.  
1 Cor.11:26 

4. The Supplication. "In prayers" 
Acts 2:42
Cf. The Supplication in the Prayers:
1 Tim. 2:1 
I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
a. The Petition in prayer
- "Supplications" 

In Public Prayer, be Specific, Short, Simple and Sincere.
b. The People in the prayer
- "Intercessions" 

c. The Praise in the prayer 
- "Giving of thanks."
d. The Prayer in our Prayer for the General Good – “all”

I Tim. 2:1-3
i. For Potentates and for all men – for kings, and for all that are in authority;
ii. For Peace:  that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour" 

C. The Church’s Continuity – 
And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. 
1. The Sharing... All that believed were together, and had all things common.  2:43-47
a. In Progress – they continued steadfastly… and they, continuing daily …
b. In Purpose – All that believed were together, and had all things common…

With singleness of heart
Acts 2:46
c. In Possessions: 
Acts 2:45
i. In Church Care but not Socialism.

ii. In Church Charity (Love) but not Communism.

d. In the Premises of…"the temple... and... from house to house"  
2:46
e. In the Pleasure of coming together: "With gladness" 

2:46 cf. 2:41
f. In the Purpose of coming gathering. "Singleness of heart" 

2:46
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 

but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 

Heb. 10:25
g. In Praising God and having favour with all the People.
Acts 2:47a
2. The Saving:
Acts 2:47b
And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 

a. The Person Saving – "The Lord."  It is the Lord Who Saves, not the method. 
b. The People Saved – Only "Such as Should be Saved." 

Cf. Many of them which heard the word believed; 

and the number of the men was about five thousand.
Acts 4:4
Conclusion:
1 Cor. 15:58
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding 

in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain 

in the Lord.

