22nd Nov. 2015
 Burmah Road Gospel Hall
The “Seven” Series in Scripture

Introduction 1:  The Objectives of the Previous and Present Studies.
What are the objectives of doing the Studies on the Covenants and the “Seven” Series in Scripture?
1) A Revision and a Review.

To Summarise what has been taught in the past and to See how much is Remembered.

2) A Realisation of the Relationships of the Subjects.

To Show the Perspective of the Subjects taught and how they Relate to one another in God’s Panoramic Plan and Purposes for the Ages.

3) A Reinforcement and Reflection.

To Stablish a good foundation for meeting the Challenges of Contemporary thought.

4) A Respect and a Reverence
To Stimulate a Respect for God’s Word leading to Awe and Amazement for the God of the Word.
Introduction 2: The Occasions or Occurrences of Seven:
1) The Idiom in the English language: “At Sixes and Sevens”.

The phrase was originally 'to set on six and seven' and is thought to have derived in the 14th century from the game of dice. The meaning then was 'to carelessly risk one's entire fortune'. 

The earliest citation in print is Chaucer's Troilus and Criseyde, 1374:

"Lat nat this wrechched wo thyn herte gnawe, But manly set the world on sexe and seuene."

http://www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/sixes-and-sevens.html
2) An Incidental Hebrew word for making an oath or swearing, shava’, was closely related to the word seven, sheva’. The original meaning of “swear an oath” may have been “to declare seven times” or “to bind oneself by seven things.” 
“Seven” and its multiples have the symbolic meaning of perfection and completion.
3) In the Bible, 

a) there is a text in Job 5:19 which states: 

"He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee."
Note: Following one number with the next highest expresses thoroughness or emphasizes the final item; cf. Prov. 30:15, 18, 21, 29; Amos 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 13; 2:1, 4, 6).
b) Six is the number of Man. (Gen. 1:26-31) and the Man of Sin. (Rev. 13:18)
Seven is the number of Completeness and Perfection. Thus the following.

A. The Single Sevens in Scripture.
1. God Created the world in Seven Days and rested on the Seventh day.
Gen. 2:2, 3

And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had made; 
and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had made. 

And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it 
He had rested from all His work which God created and made.

· Was the world created in seven days of 24 hours or in infinite years?
2. The Seventh day was declared a day of Rest – Sabbath.
a. God Rested on the Seventh Day after creating the world.
Gen. 2:2, 3

b. Israel must Rest on the Sabbath Day cf. the Ten Commandments.
Exo. 20:8-11

· The Sabbath Disobeyed, was annulled – nailed to the cross.
Col. 2:14-17
· A Spiritual Sabbath awaits the Saints in Christ.
Heb. 4:8-10

c. The Land must Rest on the Seventh Year.
Lev. 25:1-7 (4)
But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the LORD: 

thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard.

3. Enoch was the Seventh from Adam.
Jude 1:14

Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, 
Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints.
	Enoch, the son of Jared
	5:18-24

	a. Enoch was from the godly line of Seth. He was the ancestor of Jesus.
	5:24; Lk. 3:37

	b.    He named his son, Methuselah = when he is dead it shall be sent 

c.    Enoch lived up to 365 years.

d.    Methuselah lived up to 969 years.

e.    Then the flood came.       when he is dead it shall be sent
	5:21, 27

5:23

5:27

See #C


i. Lamech was born when Methuselah was 
187 years old.
Gen. 5:25
ii. Noah was born when Lamech was 
182 years old.
Gen. 5:28, 29
iii. The Flood came when Noah was 
600 years old.


Gen. 7:11
iv. The Flood commenced when Methuselah died at 
969 years old.
Gen. 5:27 cf. 7:11
· And he was not, i.e. Enoch did not see death, (not annihilation). 
Gen. 5:24 cf. Heb. 11:5
· For God took Him, i.e. God had translated him.
Gen. 5:24 cf. Heb. 11:5
· As God Took Enoch away – He Translated him; Enoch did not die.
Gen. 5:24 cf. Heb. 11:5; cf. I Thes. 5:17
· God Took Enoch away before the Judgment of the Flood – he Escaped the Flood.
B. The Double Sevens in Scripture.
1. Jacob worked Seven years for Leah and another Seven for Rachel.
Gen. 29:15-30

An older sister was substituted for a younger one loved by Jacob.

· Ct. How younger Jacob cheated his older brother, Esau of his father’s blessings.  Gen. 27:1-40
      What Jacob sowed he reaped!
2. In Pharaoh’s dreams, two versions of seven followed by another seven:
Gen. 41:1-36
1st dream: seven ill-favoured cows came up and devoured the seven... fat-fleshed cows 

2nd dream: seven full-favoured ears of grain were swallowed up by seven wilted withered ears.
Interpretation: 
Both dreams predicted that seven years of plenty would be followed 

by seven years of severe famine
Ct. God’s confirmatory acts of twos: Joseph’s two dreams (37:5-7, 9), his two imprisonments (37:36; 39:20), the two dreamers in prison (40:5-23), and now Pharaoh's two dreams.

C. The Seven series in Scripture.
1. The Seven Feasts of the Lord – God’s Programme for Israel.
Lev. 23.

[God Changed Israel’s Calendar from the Seventh Month (Abib) to the first.
Ex. 12:2; 13:4
a. The Feast of Passover
- {Jesus the Passover Lamb.

b. The Feast of Unleavened Bread 
   {The Sacrifice without Blemish and without Spot.
c. The Feast of Firstfruits.
- The Resurrection of Christ.

d. The Feast of Weeks
- Israel Rejected and the Birth of the Church.

e. The Feast of Trumpets 
- The Return of Christ cf. The Rapture.
f. The Day of Atonement
- The Retribution: Day of Great Tribulation cf. The Bema.
g. The Feast of Tabernacles 
- The Millennial Reign of Jesus cf. and them that are Christ’s.
· Note: The Division between the First Four and last three feasts. 


   
  From the Fifth Feast, there are two applications.
2. The Seven Parables – God’s Programme for Christendom – the kingdom of heaven.
Mt. 13.
a. The Sower and the Seed.
3-9

b. The Wheat and the Tares.
24-30
c. The Grain of Mustard Seed.
31-32
d. The Woman and the Leaven.
33
e. The Treasure in the field.
44
f. The Pearl of Great Price.
45-46

g. The Fish in the Net.
47-50
· Note: The Division of Four and Three – The Fourth parable involves a Woman.

· The Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God.
See Appendix 1
3. The Seven Letters to the Seven Churches – God’s Programme for the Church.
Rev. 2, 3
a. The Letter to Ephesus.
- The Orthodox Church.
b. The Letter to Symrna.
- The Persecuted Church.

c. The Letter to Pergamos.
- The Worldly Church.

d. The Letter to Thyatira
- The Roman Catholic Church.

e. The Letter to Sardis.
- The Protestant Church.

f. The Letter to Philadelphia.
- The Missionary Church.

g. The Letter to Laodicea.
- The Luke-warm Church.

· Note: The Division of Four and Three – The Fourth Letter involves a Woman.
· 
From the Fourth Letter the change of Order of…
(1)  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; 
· (2)   …To him that overcometh…

2:7, 11, 17

· (1)  … He that that overcometh…
{2:26, 29; 3:5, 6; 
· (2)  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.
{3:12, 13;  3:21, 22
    Cf. 9 If any man have an ear, let him hear.
13:9
Note: The Holy Spirit and the churches are no more on earth; thus, in The Great Tribulation!
4. The Seven Judgments in Revelation – God’s Programme for the Great Tribulation.

a. The Seven Seal Judgments

b. The Seventh Seal: The Seven Trumpet Judgments.

c. The Seventh Trumpet: The Seven Bowl Judgments. 
D. The Sevens that lead to a Celebration in Scripture.

1. The Seven Days Leading to the Feast of Tabernacles.
Lev. 23

The "Depreciation" in the Feast.
Num. 29:12-40
· 1st day - 13 bullocks, 2 rams, 14 lambs 

v. 13
· 2nd day - 12 bullocks, 2 rams, 14 lambs 

v. 17
· 3rd day - 11 bullocks, 2 rams, 14 lambs 

v. 20
· 4th day - 10 bullocks, 2 rams, 14 lambs 

v. 23
· 5th day -  9 bullocks, 2 rams, 14 lambs 

v. 26
· 6th day -  8 bullocks, 2 rams, 14 lambs 

v. 29
· 7th day -  7 bullocks, 2 rams, 14 (7x2) lambs 
v. 32
· 8th day -  1 bullock,  1 ram,   7 lambs 

v. 36
8th Day – the great day, the Feast of Tabernacles.

2. The Seven Times Seven Days leading to the Feast of Pentecost.

a. Connected with the Feast of Firstfruits.
Lev. 23:15f
b.  Only to be observed when Israel occupied the land.

23:10
c. To be Observed on the First day of the week – the Fiftieth day.

23:16
d. A new meal Offering with leaven Offered.

23:16, 17
3. The Seven Times Seventy Years leading to the Year of Jubilee.
Lev. 25:8-55
a. Renewed after the completion of every 49 years.

b. All Jewish bond-slaves Released.
c. Land which had been sold Reverted to its former owner.

4. The Lost Seventy Land SabbathYears Leading to Israel’s Captivity.
The Land had its Rest in the Jews’ Captivity in Babylon. 
Jer. 25:12 

Seventy years specified as the length of the Exile.
Jer. 29:10; Dan. 9:2

70 x 7 Land Sabbaths = 490 years land had no rest!
E. The Single Seventies (Seven times Ten) in Scripture.

1. Man’s Age Limited to Seventy years.
Psa. 90:10 

The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.

2. Seventy elders appointed to help Moses.
Ex. 24:1, 9
3. Jesus sent out the seventy to preach.
Lk. 10:1-17  
F. The Seventy Sevens (Seventy times Seven) in Scripture
1. The Seventy (times) Seven Years in Israel’s History. 
Dan. 9:24, 27
· Seventy weeks [lit. seventy sevens] are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city…

He shall confirm the covenant with many for one week [heptad, lit. One Seven]

	God’s Programme on a Cycle of 490 (Seven times Seventy) years
relating to Israel’s History:

	a. 
	Entrance to Canaan (1586B.C.)
	Establishment of Kingdom under Saul (1096B.C.)


	490 years

	b. 
	Establishment of Kingdom under Saul (1096B.C.)
	*Captivity in Babylon (B.C.606)
	490 years

	c. 
	* 70 years of Captivity in Babylon. II Chr. 36:21-23; cp. Lev. 25:4; 26:32-43
Because for 490 Years the Land was robbed of its Sabbath Rest.
Israelites were to remember the land and give it a sabbath, permitting it to lie fallow in the seventh year (Lev. 25:2-7). 

Also since Israel and Judah had failed to keep the sabbatical years (every seventh year the land was to lie fallow, Lev. 25:1-7) throughout her history, the Lord enforced on the land 70 "sabbaths" (cf. Lev. 26:34-35). Thus 490 years would be required to complete 70 sabbatical years with one occurring every seventh year.

	d. 
	Dedication of Solomon’s Temple (B.C.1005)


	Dedication of Second Temple (515B.C.)
	490 years

	e. 
	Decree to rebuild Jerusalem (445B.C.)
	Messiah cut off (32AD). 69 weeks (or 483 years)  + 70th Week (1 week or 7 years) of Great Tribulation (exc. Church Parenthesis)


	490 years
(?)

	f. 
	The messianic kingdom was to be inaugurated after a period of seventy weeks of years had passed (Dan. 9:24).
	490 years 


2. The Seventy times Seven years in Scripture leading to the Seventieth Week.  Dan. 9:24-27
a. The Context: 

i. The Period: Seventy weeks are determined

9:24
The word "weeks" (Heb. Heptad) means "sevens," so Gabriel was speaking about seventy periods seven units, or 70 x 7 years, or 490 years

He divides the seventy sevens—490 years—into three significant periods:

49 years, 434 years and 7 years

ii. The People are Daniel’s People (the Jews) and the holy city is (Jerusalem).

9:24

upon thy people (Jews) and upon thy holy city (Jerusalem)…

b. The Contents: There are Three Divisions in Daniel’s Vision:
The 490 years are divided into three significant periods: 49 years, 434 years and 7 years
Or 70 heptads divided into (7+62+1) periods.

Period 1 - (7x7) = 49 years
Dan. 9:25

The City of Jerusalem to be rebuilt in troubled times.



From Artaxerxes in 445B.C. Authorizing Nehemiah to go to Jerusalem 
to Rebuild the walls and Restore the gates.
Neh. 2:5-8
Period 2 -   (62x7) = 434 years 

9:26

Extended up to the introduction of the Messiah to the nation Israel 
and Concluded on the day of the Triumphal Entry just before Christ was cut off, 
that is, Crucified. 

…shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 

Period 3 - 70th week.  (1x7) year

9:27
And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate
Commences with the Rapture of the Church

Continues with the Confirmation of the Covenant with Antichrist and the breaking of it 

Concluding with the Consummation. 

Note: The Special Character of the Parenthesis: Between the 69th and 70th week.
Conclusion:

3. The Seventy times Seven times to Forgive Leading to Unity and Harmony in Living.

We are to forgive, not merely seven times, but seventy times seven.
Mt. 18:21-22

Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, 

Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.

------------------------------------------------------------
Appendix 1 – Kingdom of Heaven and Kingdom of God.
Why did Matthew frequently use the term "kingdom of heaven" whereas Mark, Luke, and John used only "kingdom of God" and never "kingdom of heaven"? Some scholars answer that "heaven" was a softened reference to God by Jews who, out of reverence, avoided saying the word "God." However, Matthew did occasionally write "kingdom of God" (12:28; 19:24; 21:31, 43). And he used the word "God" almost 50 times. A distinction seems intended: The "kingdom of God" never includes unsaved people, but the "kingdom of heaven" includes both saved people and also others who profess to be Christians but are not. This is seen in the Parable of the Wheat and Weeds (see comments on 13:24-30, 36-43), the Parable of the Mustard Seed (see comments on vv. 31-35), and the Parable of the Net (see comments on vv. 47-52).

Significantly Jesus did not speak of any "mysteries" concerning the kingdom of heaven until the nation had made its decision concerning Him. That decision was made by the leaders when they attributed His divine power to Satan (9:34; 12:22-37). Now Jesus unveiled certain additional facts not given in the Old Testament about His reign on earth. Many Old Testament prophets had predicted that the Messiah would deliver the nation Israel and establish His kingdom on the earth. Jesus came and offered the kingdom (4:17), but the nation rejected Him (12:24). In view of that rejection what would happen to God's kingdom? The "secrets" of the kingdom now reveal that an entire Age would intervene between Israel's rejection of the King and her later acceptance of Him.

Second, Jesus spoke in parables to hide the truth from unbelievers. The secrets of the kingdom would be given to the disciples, but would be hidden from the religious leaders who rejected Him (13:11b, but not to them). In fact, even what they had previously known would no longer be clear to them (v. 12). Jesus' parabolic instruction thus carried with it a judgmental aspect. By using parables in public, Jesus could preach to as many individuals as before, but He could then draw the disciples aside and explain to them fully the meaning of His words.

Third, He spoke in parables in order to fulfill Isaiah 6:9-10. As Isaiah began his ministry, God told him that people would not comprehend his message. Jesus experienced the same kind of response. He preached the Word of God and many people saw but they did not truly perceive; they heard but did not... understand (Matt. 13:13-15).

The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by Dallas Seminary Faculty.
