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The Confirmation of the Covenants

or

The Four Unconditional Covenants between God and Israel
Introduction:
(A) What is a COVENANT (Heb. berît, “cutting”) 

1. The Cutting of a Contract between two parties. 

2. Its Composition: The Conditions, the Character, the Circumstances and the Confirmation of the Covenant.

(B) Should God be making any Pledges (Covenants) to Guarantee His Promises? 

1. No, Because…. 
All the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.  
II Cor. 1:20

2. But He graciously does so to assure Man. Thus…

For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. 

Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:
Heb. 9:16-18

(C) Why Concentrate our study on the Covenants when they have little to do with the Church but with Israel? 

1. The Covenants have Eschatological Implications that Ensure the Inspiration of Scriptures,
2. They Challenge our Current Existence and Comprehension of Circumstances Encompassing Israel. 
3. They Confirm the Future in the Past!
Thus, the Confirmation of the Covenants in our study:
First, the Covenants:-

(D) In Christian Circles today, two major groups of Covenants are Contended: 

(1) The Theological Covenants and (2) the Biblical Covenants. Then there are (3) other General Covenants.

(1) The Theological Covenants:

(a) The Covenant of Redemption.
Tit. 1:2; Heb. 13:20

In this covenant the Father gives the Son, the Son offers Himself without spot to the Father as an efficacious sacrifice, and the Spirit administers and empowers unto the execution of this covenant in all its parts.
(b) The Covenant of Works.

Refers to those blessings God has offered men and conditioned on human merit. Before the fall, Adam was related to God by a covenant of works. Until he is saved, man is under an inherent Obligation to Obey to be in character like his Creator and to do His will.
(c) The Covenant of Grace refers to all Aspects of divine grace toward man in all Ages. The exercise of divine grace is rendered righteously possible by the satisfaction to divine judgments which is provided in the death of Christ.
Note: The theological terms, Covenant of Redemption, Covenant of Works and Covenant of Grace, 
do not occur in Scripture. 
(2) The Biblical Covenants: (as mentioned in the Bible)
(a)  Two general covenants Made with Man:

i) The Edenic “Covenant” – (not mentioned as such) between God and Adam.
Gen. 2:16, 17
ii) The Noahic Covenant – first mentioned as such.
Gen. 9:8-17
· The Parties: Bilateral – Between God and Noah, his sons and Creation.

9:8, 10, 12, 13, 15 8 God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him…, 

And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you; 

10, 12, 13, 15 - And with every living creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you; from all that go out of the ark, to every beast of the earth…. between Me and the earth… between me and you and every living creature of all flesh;
· The Provision: No more Deluge to Destroy the earth.

9:11, 15
11, 15 And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth… and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh
· The Period: Everlasting until the End of the Earth.
9:12, 16 ct. II Pet. 3:10
12, 16… for perpetual generations… the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth
· The Post (Sign): A Rainbow

9:13, 14, 16
13, 14, 16 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. 14  And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud: 

· The Proof: A Repeated Statement to confirm.

9:17
17  And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have established between Me and all flesh that is upon the earth.
(b) Five Major Covenants Made with the nation of Israel:
i) One Conditional Covenant: The Mosaic Covenant.

Exo. 19:5ff; Deut. 28:1-68 

· The Parties – Bilateral - God and the house of Jacob, and…the children of Israel;
Exo. 19:3

· The Provisions:  
Exo. 19:5, 6

· The Condition: 5 Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant…

· The Consequence: then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people: for all the earth is Mine:6  And ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. 

· The Period: As long as they obeyed - If ye will (5 occ.) 

Exo. 19:5ff
· The Promised Sign: blessing and cursing.
Deut. 26:1-14; 15-68

 – If thou shalt hearken diligently…blessings (1-14)… If thou wilt not hearken…cursing (15-68)

· The Proof: the sprinkled blood on the Altar and the Audience.
Exo. 24:6-8

6 And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in basons; and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. 7 And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they said, All that the LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient. 8 And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these words. 
ii) The Four Unconditional Covenants with God’s “I will”

· The Abrahamic Covenant – 7 occ.
Gen. 12:1-3 

· The Palestinian Covenant – 12 occ. (expressed or understood)
Deut. 30:1-10. 

· The Davidic Covenant – 7 occ.
II Sam. 7:10-16
· The New Covenant – 7 occ. 
Jer. 31:31-40 
The Four Unconditional Covenants between God and Israel
(1) The Definition of a Covenant:

(a) A Conditional Covenant is Bilateral depending on the two parties fulfilling Certain Conditions set in it. 

(b) An Unconditional Covenant is Unilateral depending Only On One party to fulfil the Conditions in it.
(2) The Nature of the Four Covenants made between God and Israel:

(a) They were Unconditional.
(b) They were Literal covenants and to be interpreted literally.

(c) They were Eternal/Everlasting covenants, e.g.
(i) Abrahamic Covenant – eternal. 

Gen. 17:7, 13, 19; I Chr. 16:17; Psa. 105:10;
(ii) Palestinian Covenant – eternal. 

Eze. 16:60
(iii) Davidic Covenant – eternal. 

II Sam. 23:5; Isa. 55:3; Eze. 37:25
(iv) The New Covenant – eternal. 

Isa. 24:5; 61:8; Jer. 32:40; 50:5; Heb. 13:20.6

(d) They were made with Israel 
Rom. 9:4

Contrast Gentiles without covenant relationship with God.
Eph. 2:11, 12

I. The Abrahamic Covenant
II. The Palestinian Covenant

III. The Davidic Covenant

IV. The New Covenant.

.
I. The Abrahamic Covenant –
Gen. 12:6-7; 13:14-17; 15:1-21; 17:1-14; 22:15-18
· This is the Essential Covenant of the four – it has vast Eschatological Challenges.

· The Essence of the Abrahamic Covers the land, the seed, the kingdom and the blessing, 
· This is Enlarged by the subsequent Covenants made with Israel
A. The Contracted Parties: God, and Abraham and his seed.
Gen. 15:18 cf. 17:2, 4, 7, 9, 10, 11, etc.
18  In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: 
B. The Character:

1. It is Literal.
Gen. 13:14-17; 15:18-21
14  And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: 
15  For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. 
16  And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. 
17  Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee. 

18 In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: 19 The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, 20 And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, 21 And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.

2. It is Unconditional – I will/shall (7 occ., expressed and implied)
Gen. 12:1-3
Only one “condition” was laid down that he left his home.
Gen. 12:1
1Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, 
and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 

3. It is Unilateral – I will (3 occ.)
Also see #B.2 above and #C below.
C. The Contents: The things promised by God are the following: 
Gen. 12:2, 3; 17:4-8
1. I will make of thee a great nation
2. I will bless thee, and make thy name great
3. I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee:
4. In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.
5. As for Me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations.
6. Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; 
7. And I will make thee exceeding fruitful…

That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, 
and as the sand which is upon the sea shore;
Gen. 22:17
8. I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. 
9. And I will establish My covenant between Me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 
10. And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; 
11. and I will be their God.
12. thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 
13. In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, 
Gen. 22:15-18

Unto thy seed have I given this land from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates…
14. In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed My voice.
Gen. 22:18
D. The Confirmation.
Gen. 15:1-7
There are three confirmations and amplifications as recorded in Genesis 13:14-17; 15:7-17 and 17:1-18
1. A Night Ceremony. 
Gen. 15:7-12-17 cf. Jer. 34:18
2. A Name Change –
Gen. 17:5
5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; 
for a father of many nations have I made thee.
3. A National Circumcision.
Gen. 17:10, 13
10 This is My covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised… and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.
E. The Extension of its Eschatology:
Gen. 22:17
That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, 
and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 
1. The Ultimate Seed - The Christ.
Gal. 3:16
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, 


And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 
2. Cf. The “Seeds” of Abraham:
Gen. 22:17; 32:12
That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore;
And thou saidest, I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the sand of the sea, 
which cannot be numbered for multitude.

a. The Jews as the Sands on the Seashore and the Stars in the Sky.

b. Cf. Those who are Jesus:
Gal. 3:29

 If ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
II. The Palestinian Covenant
Deut. 30:1-10
A. The Contracted Parties: Between God and Israel.
Cf. Gen. 12:7, 13:15; 17:7, 8
And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: 
and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him.
B. The Character – 
1. It is Unilateral and Unconditional.
Deut. 30:1-10; 30:5
And the LORD thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess it; and He will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers.

Unilateral and Unconditional – thy God… will (10 occ.)… and thou shalt (6 occ.)…

2. It is Literal – 
Deut. 30:1; Gen. 15:18-21
…thou shalt call them to mind among all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath driven thee…

18  In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: 19  The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, 20  And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, 21  And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.
3. It is “eternal”/”everlasting”
Eze. 16:60-62
Nevertheless I will remember my covenant with thee in the days of thy youth, 
and I will establish unto thee an everlasting covenant. 

C. The Contents.
Deut. 30:1-10
1. The nation will be Removed from off the land for its unfaithfulness. 
28:63-68; 30:1-3

2. There will be a future Repentance of Israel.
28:63-68; 30:1-3

3. Their Messiah will Return.
30:3-6

4. Israel will be Restored to the land.
30:5

5. Israel will be Resurrected (converted) as a nation.
30:4-8; cf. Rom. 11:26-27

6. Israel's enemies will suffer Retribution (judged)..

30:7

7. The nation will then Receive her full blessing.

30:9

D. The Confirmation in the Night Ceremony.
Gen. 15:12-20 (17, 18); Eze. 16:60, 62
17  And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces. 18  In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates…
60  Nevertheless I will remember my covenant with thee in the days of thy youth, and I will establish unto thee an everlasting covenant. 62  And I will establish my covenant with thee; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD:

1. God Guarantees the possession of the Land.
2. God will Guard it from Israel’s enemies.

3. God will Give the nation a new heart, a conversion, prior to placing them in the land.  Cf. The New Covenant.
III. The Davidic Covenant
II Sam. 7:12-16; Psa. 89:3, 4; Jer. 33:22, 25-26
Cf. Psa. 89:34-36 cf. Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; 30:8-9; 33:14-17, 20-21; Ezekiel 37: 24-25; Daniel 7:13-14; Hosea 3:4-5; Amos 9:11; Zechariah 14:4, 9

A. The Contracted Parties: God to David and his Descendants.
Psa. 89:3-4
I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David My servant, 

Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all generations. 

The covenant is distinctively associated with the Jewish nation and none other....

B. The Character

1. It is Unilateral and Unconditional – Note the I will…shall below.
II Sam. 7:12-13ff
And when thy days be fulfilled…I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, 
and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build an house for My name, and.

2. It is Literal - I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels,

 and I will establish his kingdom…

The words and sentences in their plain grammatical acceptation, do expressly teach their belief. 
This is denied by no one, not even by those who then proceed to spiritualize the language.........

3. It is Eternal - I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever
Cf. Psa. 89:4
C. The Contents. The provisions of the Davidic covenant include the following items:  II Sam. 7:12-17
1. David is to have a Child, yet to be born, who shall succeed him and establish his kingdom
7:12

12 I will set up thy seed (Solomon) after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, 
and I will establish his kingdom.
2. This son (Solomon) shall Construct the temple instead of David.
 13 He shall build an house (temple) for my name.
3. The throne of his kingdom shall Continue forever. 
and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever
4. He (Solomon) will be Chastised when he Commits sin, but his throne will not be taken away.
 I will be his father, and he shall be My son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men: 
15 But My mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee
5. David's house, throne, and kingdom shall Carry on (established) forever…. 
16 And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever. 
The essential features, eschatologically, of this covenant are implicit in three words found in 2 Samuel 7:16: house, kingdom, throne.

D. The Confirmation

1. God’s Confirmation: 

a. In His Statement - forever.
II Sam. 7:16

b. In His Sworn Oath: 
Psa. 132:11; 89:3, 4, 34
11 The LORD hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; 
     Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne. 
2. God’s Challenge – Can any one make Changes to…
Jer. 33:22, 23, 25, 26

a. The Number of the Stars in the Skies?
b. The Amount of Sand on the Seashore?

22  As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured: 
so will I multiply the seed of David my servant, and the Levites that minister unto me. 

c. The Order of Day and Night? 
d. The Ordinances and Orbits of the heavenly bodies and earth?

25 Thus saith the LORD; If my covenant be not with day and night, and if I have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth; 
3. God’s Conclusion:  If (v. 25)…Then (v. 26)…
26 Then will I cast away the seed of Jacob, and David my servant, so that I will not take any of his seed to be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for I will cause their captivity to return, and have mercy on them.
E. The Conditions that will lead to its Future Fulfilment.
1. Israel must be preserved as a nation. Peters writes:
2. Israel must have a national existence, and be brought back into the land of her inheritance. Since 
3. David's Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, must return to the earth, bodily and literally, in order to reign over David's covenanted kingdom..
4. A literal earthly kingdom must be constituted over which the returned Messiah reigns. Peters states:

5. This kingdom must become an eternal kingdom. Since the "throne," "house," and "kingdom" were all.
IV. The New Covenant
Jer. 31:31-34 
A. The Contracted Parties

Jer. 31:31 
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:

1. The Contract Stated – it is with Israel (and Judah)
Jer. 31:31
Also: Isa, 59:20-21; 61:8-9; Jer. 32:37-40; 50:4-5; Eze. 16:60-63; 34:25-26; 37:21-28.
2. The Contrast is with the Old Mosaic Covenant – also with Israel. Rom. 2:14; 6:14; Gal. 3:24-25; 

II Cor. 3:7-11; Lev. 26:46; Deut. 4:8.
3. The Connection: The perpetuity of the nation Israel and her restoration to the land is vitally linked with it 

Jer.31:35-40
B. The Character

1.
It is Unilateral and Unconditional – Note the occurrences of  I will…shall below.
Jer. 31:33-34 
33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.

2.
It is Literal - 
Eze. 37:25  
25 And they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they, and their children, and their children's children for ever: and my servant David shall be their prince for ever.
3.
It is Eternal - 
Eze. 37:26 
26 Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore. 
C. The Contents:
Jer. 31:31-34
1. It is Different from the Mosaic Covenant which is Bilateral and Conditional.
32:32 See #

Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD:
2. Its Declarations promise… 
a. A Renewed mind and heart or a Regeneration.... 

31:33, Cf. Isa. 59:21
After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts
b. A Restoration to the favor and blessing of God.... 

31:33b
and will be their God, and they shall be my people.
c. A Removal of their iniquity, and I will Remember their sin no more
31:34b
d. A Reassurance of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Cp. Jer. 31:33 with Eze. 38:27.
e. A Revelation of the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit and the will of God to obedient hearts   31:34a
And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother.

f. The Lord’s Rejoicing over them and blessing them with material prosperity. 
32:41-44; 

Isa. 61:8ff; Eze. 34:25-27.

g. The Rebuilding of the Sanctuary in Jerusalem, for it is written "I . . . will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore. My tabernacle also shall be with them" 
Eze. 37:28-27a
h. A Peace Reigning in the Realm with no more war. 
Hos. 2:18. 
D. The Confirmation

1. It is Everlasting:
Isa. 61:8, 9; Eze. 37:21-28

2. Its Elements:
a. Israel to be Regathered: 
b. Israel to be one nation, Ruled by one king; 
c. Israel no longer to be idolatrous, to be cleansed, forgiven; 
d. Israel to dwell "forever" in the land after Regathering; 
e. The covenant of peace with them to be everlasting; 
f. God will Reveal Himself to them: His tabernacle will be with them, i.e., He will be present with them in a visible way; 
g. Israel to be Recognised among Gentiles as a nation blessed of God. 
All of these promises are implicit in the basic passage of Jeremiah, but they confirm, enrich, and enlarge the covenant.
E. The Connection of the Church to the new Covenant. 
1. Five References to the new covenant in the New Testament:

 Lk. 22:20; I Cor. 11:25; II Cor. 3:6; Heb. 8:8; 9:15. 
2. Six other references: Mt. 26:28; Mk. 14:24; Rom.11:27; Heb. 8:10-13; 12:24. 
The question arises as to the relationship of the believers of this present age to the new covenant of Jeremiah 31:31-34
3. Three premillennial views as to the relation of the church to the new covenant made with Israel.

a. That of Darby – there was one and only one new covenant in Scripture, made with the houses of Israel and Judah and to be realized at a future time, to which the church bears no relationship whatsoever.

b. That of Scofield – "The New Covenant. . . secures the perpetuity, future conversion, and blessing of Israel " and it ". . . secures the eternal blessedness . . . of all who believe.”. 
Thus, there is one new covenant with a two-fold application; one to Israel in the future and one to the church now.
c. That of the two covenants. There are two new covenants presented in the New Testament:

i. With Israel in reaffirmation of the covenant promised in Jeremiah 31.

ii. With the church in this age. 
F. The Conclusion.
1. Four of the five covenants with the nation Israel are unconditional and eternal covenants, 
2. Seven great features are determinative: 
(1) a nation forever, 
(2) a land forever, 
(3) a King forever, 
(4) a throne forever,
(5) a kingdom forever, 
(6) a new covenant, and 
(7) abiding blessings.
Conclusion:  

2 Peter 3:10-12 (HCSB) 
10  But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief; on that ⌊day⌋ the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, the elements will burn and be dissolved, and the earth and the works on it will be disclosed. 
11  Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, ⌊it is clear⌋ what sort of people you should be in holy conduct and godliness 
12  as you wait for and earnestly desire the coming of the day of God. The heavens will be on fire and be dissolved because of it, and the elements will melt with the heat.
