Burmah Road Gospel Hall
(2nd Nov. 2014 (May, 1995)
The Lost Years in Judges
The Years That The Locusts Have Eaten
 The Lost Years in Judges refer to the years when the Lord sent Israel into captivity at the hands of their enemies. Those years were not reckoned in God’s calendar. They were lost years similar to
The Years Eaten by the Locusts in Joel.
Text: Joel 1:4, cf. 2:25
Context: Joel 2:21-27
A. The CONTEXT of Israel’s Lost Years
The Years That The Locusts Have Eaten
Introduction and Background
Views of What the Worms could mean:
1.
A Literal Reference to the Life-Cycle of the Locust.
2. An Allegorical reference to the Alien Armies that Attacked Israel.


   Cf. Rev. 9:1-12
3. 
Special Species of the Locust.
[The Life-Cycle of the Locusts - The Four Stages of the Locust
1. Gnawer, pupa stage, the Palmerworm (gazam) – 

From an unusual root meaning to devour; a kind of locust: palmerworm.

2. Swarmer, imago stage; the Locust (Arbeh). From a word “locust” (from its rapid increase) – 

a grasshopper, locust.
3. Devourer, cankerworm (Yelek). From an unused root meaning, to lick up’ a devourer, 

specifically the young locust – cankerworm, caterpillar.
4. Consumer, caterpillar (Hasil). From word = the ravager, that is a locust – caterpillar.         

A primitive root; to cut off – consume. 

Joel chs. 1, 2; Rev. 9
The Life-Cycle of the Locusts
Cf.  A. The CONTEXT of Israel’s Lost Years
1. The Era of the "Palmerworm" 
= gnawer, the pupal stage 
- The Assyrian-Babylonian Empire.
2. The Era of the "Caterpillar"  
= consumer, the larval stage - The Medo-Persian Empire.
3.  The Era of the “Cankerworm"  
= devourer
- The Graeco-Macedonian Empire.
4. The Era of the "Locust"  
= swarmer, the imago stage 
- The Roman Empire.]
B. 
The Concept of the Lost Years.
1. 
The Lost Years in the Wilderness Wanderings. 
Num. 14:32-35
The years of Disobedience and Unbelief: 37 years squeezed into one chapter -
33:1-49
a. The Characteristics of the Lost Years.
i. 
They were the Ramblings Dictated by Divine Decree (no progress)
14:26-30, 32-35 cf. 1-4

Wanderings between Kadesh and the Red Sea.
ii. 
There was the Reminder of Death.
Num. 14:32 cf. Rom. 7:18-25
iii. There was the Recurrence of Defeat.
14:40-45
· They were without the Lord.
14:42, 43
· They were without the Ark.
14:44 
· They were without Moses.
14:44
b.  
The Corrections for the Lost Years.
Num. 15:38-40
Make a cord of Blue in the fringe of the Garments as a Reminder that they must......
i.
Remember and do all the Commandments of the Lord.   
15:39, 40
ii. 
Resort not after their own heart and their own eyes.
15:39, 40
iii. Revere their God – be holy.
15:40, 41
 
2. 
The Lost Years of Slaving Servitude.
I Kgs. 6:1 cp. Acts 13:18-22
a.
The Seeming Discrepancy Explained.
i. 
The Years from Exodus to 4th Year of Solomon's Reign Reckoned.

Acts 13:18-22
·     In the wilderness.

-
   40 years.

13:18
· 
Under the judges.

-
 450 years

13:20
· 
Under King Saul.

-
   40 years.

13:21

Under King David.  
 -
 40 years.

13:22 cf. I Kgs. 2:11

Up to King Solomon's 4th year. -  
     3 years.
 
I Kgs. 6:1
Total
 573 years.
i. The Years from Exodus to 4th Year of Solomon's Reign Reckoned.
Acts 13:18-22
573 years
ii. The Years of National Servitude in Judges Reclaimed: 


Under Mesopotamia.
   8 years
Jud. 3:8

Under Moab.
 18 years
Jud. 3:14

Under Canaan.
 20 years
Jud. 4:2, 3

Under Midian.
   7 years
Jud. 6:1

Under Philistines.
40 years.
Jud. 13:1

(Years eaten by the Locusts)
93 years
i. 
The Years from Exodus to 4th Year of Solomon's Reign Reckoned.
573 years. Acts 13:18-22
ii. 
The Years of National Servitude in Judges Reclaimed: 
   
  93 years
iii.
Hence, the years which counted in God's Sight 


 573 - 93 = 480 years 
as in I Kgs. 6:1;  cf. I Cor. 3:12-15
Note:  The Servitude in Jud. 10:7-9 affected only the tribes beyond Jordan, 


and did not suspend Israel's national position.
b. The Source of Defeat Examined: Idolatry.
Jud. 3:7
i.   Idolatry is Committed in the heart.    
Eze. 14:3, 4 cf. I Cor. 10:14
ii.
Idolatry is Covetousness.
Eph. 5:5; Col. 3:5
iii.
Idolatry is a Corruption of the flesh.
Gal. 5:19, 20
iv.
Idolatry is a Condemned act of our past life.
I Pet. 4:3
3. 
The Lost Years of denying the Claims of Christ.
a. `The Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks.
Dan. 9:25-27
i.
The Divisions of the weeks into 7, 62 and 1.
ii. The Termination of the 69th week. (or 7 x 69 = 483 prophetic years)
The Coming the Messiah.
Lk. 19:39-42
The Curse in Crucifying the Messiah.
Mt. 27:25
The Casting aside of Israel by the Messiah. 
Rom. 11:15, 17, 20
iii. The Continuation of the last week - 
Seven years of Great Tribulation.
b.
The Parenthesis between the 69th and 70th weeks.
i.
The Years eaten by the Locusts for Israel.
ii.
The Years of Grace for the Church.
 
c.
The Possibility of Crucifying Christ afresh.
Heb. 6:6
i.
In Denying His Claims in Life.
Mt. 7:21-23; Lk. 6:46
ii.
In Refusing His Cross.
Lk. 14:27 
A. 
THE CONTEXT Of Israel’s Lost Years. 
B. 
The Concept of the Lost Years.
C. 
The Conclusions Regarding The Lost Years.
1.
Years spent in Pleasure and Leisure without God are lost.
2.
Years spent in Compromising and Backsliding are lost.
3.
Years spent in Self-Seeking Service without God are lost.

I Cor. 3:11-15
a. 
Gold, silver precious stones, or wood, hay stubble.

3:12
b. 
Works shall be burnt, he shall suffer loss.

3:15
c. 
But he himself shall be saved, yet so as by fire.

3:15

Therefore, 
Confess, and the Lord will Remit.


Consecrate, and the Lord will Restore.


Commit, and the Lord will Reign over.
    Having been Challenged, now Rise up.
Conclusion:
How do you spend your days/years?
"when all our days are passed away in Thy wrath (and) we spend our years as a tale that is told"  
Psa.90:9
OR
"a year crowned with God's goodness"
Psa. 65:11
For those interested in…
Viewing the Powerpoint Presentation again;
Listening to the Study again
And/Or Want a full Outline of the Study,
Please visit:
www.berita-bethel-ung.com
