15th June, 2014
Burmah Road Gospel Hall
Series:
The Numbers in Numbers
Part 1:
The Foundation and the Floor of the Tabernacle
By K. C. Ung

Intro: Why Study the Numbers in NUMBERS?

(1) Be Amazed with their Authorship.
II Tim. 3:16; Lk. 24:44

(2) Be Awed with their Accuracy.
Lk. 12:6, 7; Mt. 5:18

(3) Be Astonished with their Alignment.
Exo. 25:8

(4) Be Astounded with their Arithmetic.
Dan 9:24, 25-27

Background:

A. The Hebrew title is Bemidbar or “In the Wilderness” (rbdmb) (of Sinai?)1
B. The Greek title in the translation of the OT (LXX) was arithmoi (ARIQMOI) emphasizing the lists of numbers recorded in the book (1--4; 26)

C. The Latin Vulgate picked up on the Greek title and named the book Numeri from which the English acquires the name Numbers.

I. THE FOUNDATION OF SILVER.
Reading: 
Exo. 26:15-25; 36:20-30; 38:25-28; Num.1:45, 46



Background: 
<==Board

Each board of the Tabernacle stands upon two sockets of sliver.



· 80 sockets under 40 boards. (north and south sides)
Width :   1 1/2 cubits

· 16 sockets under 8 boards.  (west side)
Height:  10 cubits

·  4 sockets under 4 pillars for the veil.
Exo. 36:35, 36

TOTAL:   100 sockets = 100 talents of silver. (1 talent for a socket, Exo. 38:25-27)



    


<===== Tenon


100 = 4 x 5 x 5 = the Number of Universal Grace in Redemption.

<=== Silver sockets

A.
THE SOURCE OF THE SILVER
Exo. 38:25-28

1. It Comes from the Ransom Money.
Exo. 38:26

a. The Population of Males above 20 numbered - 
603,550 
Num. 1:45, 46; 2:32

b. The Price of the Ransom - "half a shekel"
603,550 x 1/2 = 301,775 shekels.
Exo. 38:25f
i. 100 talents for the sockets (1 talent = 3,000 shekels) 
= 300 000
Exo. 38:27

ii. The rest for hooks and fillets for the pillars

=     1 775
Exo. 38:28



 301 775
c. The Principle of Collection
Exo. 38:26; 30:11-16

i. Half a shekel was to be collected from each.
cp. I Pet. 1:18, 19

ii. The rich shall not pay more.
}cp. Eph. 2:8, 9

iii. The poor shall not pay less.
}

iv. The standard was the shekel in the sanctuary.
ct. Rom. 3:23

2.
It's Called Ransom Money.
Exo. 30:12

a. The Price was Personally fixed by the LORD Himself.
    
 30:15

b. The Price was the same for all – no Prejudice.
30:15 cp. Rom.3:1, 9-12, 23

c. The Price was for each individual Person  - "every one"    
Exo. 30:14 cp. Jn. 6:53, 54

B. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SILVER

1. 
It is the Price of Life.



(Note: The word in Hebrew is frequently translated "money".)

a. The Price of Joseph - 20 silver pieces.
Gen. 37:28

b. The Price of Jesus - 30 pieces of silver.
Matt. 27:3-5

2,   It is the Payment for....

a. freedom from the Plague of Death.
Exo. 30:12c cp. Rom.6:23

b. the ransom Price of the soul.
Exo. 30:12b cp. I Pet.1:18, 19

c. Propitiation (atonement) for the soul.
Exo. 30:15, 16 cp. I Jn.2:2
d. the Peculiar redemption for the "odd number of firstborn".
Num.3:48, 49.
i. The Conditions for Redemption.

· All firstborn of the males of Israel from one month old belonged to the Lord. Num. 3:40

· All Levites belonged to the Lord. (3:45c)

· All firstborn to be redeemed as Levites.(3:41)

· Male firstborn of Israel and firstborn of cattle to be redeemed for the Levites and their cattle. (3:45 cf. Exo. 13:1, 2)

· The odd number more than the Levites to be redeemed by five shekels of silver. (3:46-51)
ii. The Calculation of the Odd Number
No. of males over 20 able to go to war =
603,550 males (1:45, 46)
No. born after Firstborn Law (Ex. 13:1, 2) =
  22,273 firstborn males (3:43)
[Discrepancy =
581,277 (born before Exodus)

No. of firstborn males =
  22,273 (3:43)
No. of Levites = 
  22,000 (3:39)
Odd Number =
       273 (4:46)  x 5 shekels =

     1365 shekels (3:50)
- To be born into the "kingdom of priests"…
(I Pet.2:5, 9) 

one needs the redemption price of "the precious blood of Christ" 
I Pet.1:19

2. 
It is a Picture of Redemption. 
I Pet. 1:18,19

a. The Tabernacle stood on a Foundation of Silver, cp. the Church.
Eph. 2:19-22; Isa. 28:16; I Pet. 2:4-6

b. The Board stands on sockets of silver, cp. the Christian. 
II Tim. 2:19; Rom. 5:2; I Cor.16:13

