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Principles that Regulate Practices in Participation 

in a Public Gathering at a local Church – Part II.

I Cor. Ch. 14
Recapitulation:  
Principles that Regulate Practices in Participation 

in a Public Gathering at a local Church – Part I. 
I Cor. Chs. 11-13

I. The Relevance of the Passage to Order in a Church Gathering.
Chs. 11-14

A. The Assembling of the Local Church. Consider the Context.

B. The Authority of the Passage in the Context.
II. The Regulated Parties in the Context.  
Chs. 11-14 cover…


III. The Relationships and Partnerships in the Church Order.



A. The Acknowledgement of Headship in the Relationships.
I Cor. 11:3-16

The Recognition of Rights, Roles and Responsibilities.

1. Between God, the Father and God, the Son:
11:3 cf. Phil. 2:6, 7

2. Between Christ, the Man and the Woman.

3. Conclusion: The Custom of the Churches.
I Cor. 11:16

B. The Admonition concerning the Lord’s Supper
I Cor. 11:17-34

1. The Abuse of the Lord’s Supper and the Agape Feast.
11:20-22

2. The Admonition in not Distinguishing the Lord’s Feast from their Agape Feast. 
I Cor. 11: 20-34
3. The Advice re: the Lord’s Supper.
I Cor. 11:23-28

C. The Administration of Gifts for Participation in the Church.
I Cor. 12

1. The Dispersion of God-Given Gifts to Build up the Body of Christ.

12:4-6


2. The Distribution of the Gifts for the Function of the Body Parts:

3. The Distinctive element in the use of Gifts is LOVE.
I Cor. Ch. 13
In Context, Chs. 11-14 cover 
1)  The Roles of Men and Women in the church gathering.
11:2-16


2)  The Remembrance of Christ at the Lord’s Supper.
11:17-34


3)  The Responsibilities of Gifts in the church.
12:1-31


4)  The Relationships of Love in the church.
13:1-13


5)  The Regulations in Worship in a public gathering in church.
14:1-40

Principles that Regulate Practices in Participation 

in a Public Gathering at a local Church – Part II.

I Cor. Chs. 14
	1-2 cf. 5
	Follow after love..desire spiritua(ities) (esp.)  that ye may prophesy.

He that speaketh in a tongue...... pray that that he may interpret. 
	1. 
	A Clarification of Terms: Love => to govern conduct; prophesy => public participation; speak in tongues… with interpretation  => participation with outside assistance;  speak in tongues w/out interpretation => worshipping silently.  Speak Silently to God or Participate Publicly for the Profit of all.

	3-

5


	He  that prophesieth speaketh .. to edification, and exhortation, and comfort. He that speaketh in a tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.
	2. 
	Everything done must Edify, Exhort or Encourage.
No self-edification (except in silent worship!): No “favourites” or self-testimonies ;

No insistence on participating just because of self-preparation.

	6
	What shall I profit you, except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine?
	3. 2
	Participation based on Spirit’s leading, the Result of Revelation from the Word, Scripted from Scripture to Profit the People. [Ct. Dependence on modern Devices today!]

	7-9.
	except they give a distinction in the sounds, how shall it be known what is piped or harped? ... except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be under- stood, how shall it be known what is spoken for ye shall speak into the air.
	4. 3
	Participation must ensure clarity, audibility and simplicity – To be understood, be Simple in vocabulary, Sensible (logical) in presentation, audible in Speech – distinct in pronunciation and enunciation. Speak to people, not to Self or into Space.

	10
	There are. .many kinds of voices in the world,.. none...is without signification.
	5. 4
	Be Conscious of Competition from extraneous noises – speak louder, clearer or repeat.

	11
	Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice I shall be ..a barbarian and he that speaketh a barbarian unto me.
	6. 5
	Do not speak Greek, metaphorically or literally. Use words, concepts and terms you yourself understand, and which are understood by all.

	12
	Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek (to)... excel to the edifying of the church.
	7. 6
	Zealousness is to be controlled. Gifts have their places – Say or do the right thing at the right time. Seek to excel in your gift to the edification of the church.

	13
	Let him that speaketh in a tongue pray that he may interpret.
	8. 7
	Pray and Enlist help to Ensure that what is said is heard and understood. Use of mikes or another person to “interpret” if you are inaudible.

	14
	For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.


	9. 8
	Be Spirit-led, Spirited and Sensible. Follow what is going on and exercise your gift as led by the Spirit accordingly. Follow the Thought, Thinking and Theme in focus at the Time.

	15
	I will pray with the spirit, and.. with.. understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and .. with .. understanding.
	10. 9
	Spirit and Sense go together. Think and understand when worshipping and singing. Ruminate and Reflect on the words. Do not close hymn Book or Bible. Worship with the Words.

	16
	Else when thou shalt bless ..how shall ... the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest?
	11. 10
	All should say “Amen”. To be able to do so, participants must worship on behalf of, be intelligible, audible and clear to “the unlearned” so that he/she too can say, Amen.

	17
	 For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified.
	12. 11
	Edification of others is the End-motive of Exemplary participation. Fluency, keenness, zealousness, “good impression” may not edify others, if self-motivated.

	18,19
	in the church I had rather speak five words .. I might teach others also, ..
	13. 12
	Self-profit is not church-edifying. If self-profit is not in line with the profit of the church, keep it to self. Be precise and concise in worship.

	20-22
	in malice be ye children, but in understanding be men.
	14. 13
	Select not Sensational Sign gifts. Be Spiritually Matured Men.

	23-25
	he is convinced of all,:.. and so falling down .. he will worship God, and report that God is in you
	15. 14
	Be orderly with controlled exercise of gifts, leading others to Revere God and to the Remembrance of Christ (11:24, 25), not to other thoughts which are Irrelevant or Irreverent.

	26-27
	How is it .. .every one ..hath a psalm,.. a doctrine, ... a tongue, .. a revelation, (etc) Let all things be done unto edifying. If any man speak... let it be by two, or at the most by three
	16. 15
	The self-Prepared must not insist on Participating in a Particular Part of service. Take your turn, do not “compete” and “jump in”. Allow Pauses, for people to settle down. Be Punctual and Prompt. Only men are to lead. Do not take part more than necessary. Be aware of time, stop when it’s time to end.

	28
	But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God.
	17. 16
	If he cannot be heard (Soft-Spoken, no mike, etc.) keep Silent but Speak to God silently. There is a place for silent worship, but do worship.  Cf. Sisters and their Silent worship.

	29
	Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge.
	18. 17
	Speak and take part but do not be Sensitive – listen to Constructive Criticisms from others.

	30
	If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.
	19. 18
	Give chance to others to take part. Do not jump in. Allow pauses. Do not Monopolise. It is not Message-time. Silence can be Meaningful: diam-diam ubi berisi, diam-diam besi berkarat!

Avoid the Silence of the Cemetery – Be Still and know God or Be Silent as the Grave!

	31
	For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, ..all... comforted.
	20. 19
	Participants Lead but they also need to Limit themselves and Listen to others that all may Learn, and all may be comforted (encouraged, NRSV). Follow what is said, read or sung. 

All men (ct. v. 34a) can participate but follow the guidelines.

	32

33a
	And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.

For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace.
	21. 20


	Participants are Spirit- and Self-Controlled. God is not the Author of Confusion. All should learn from, give way to, and be edified by others. Let there be order in worship.

	33b,34,NIV
	As in all churches...Let your women keep silence in the churches... they are commanded to be under obedience or in submission, NIV
	22. 22
	Women are to Engage in silent worship (cf. vv. 28, 30) and to Exhibit the Signs of being “under obedience”, i.e. Silence and Submission (head-covering.) cf. 11:3, 10 – A Command under the law and a Custom in all Churches. 14:33 cf. 11:16

	35
	It is a shame for women to speak in the church.
	23. 23
	‘Shame to speak in church”, 11:35; “shame” without head covering, 11:6; [for men, “shame” with long hair. 11:14] Ct. Christ not ashamed – Heb. 2:11

	36-40
	Came the word of God... from you... unto you only? ... A prophet, or spiritual.. let him acknowledge that the things that I write ... are the commandments of the Lord. But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant. [Or as NIV, If he ignores this, he himself will be ignored.]  Therefore... be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. Let all things be done decently and in order.
	24. 24
	These thoughts are not Pauline-Chauvinistic, Corinth-Confined, Cultural, Controversial (11:16), Circumstantial or humanistic, but Church-oriented (11:16) and Commandments of the Lord as the prophet and the spiritual will acknowledge.  One can Choose to be ignorant or to ignore and suffer the Consequences, i.e. Continue to be ignorant or be ignored. Therefore, forbid not any to take part, seek to participate but regulate it. To be orderly is to keep to the Principles and Practices, regulations and guidelines laid down in I Cor. Chs. 11-14.

Let all things be done decently and in order…unto edifying. 14:40, 26
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